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Stories with a Twist
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“Now, Who Am I that the Holy One, Blessed is He, 

Should have Given me the Torah?”

(Insights into Babylonian Talmud, Tractate Shabbat 89a)

Background to Our Story

Satan

 http://www.wikipedia.org

Satan, (Standard Hebrew Satan'el, English accuser), is a term that originates from the 
Abrahamic faiths, being traditionally applied to an angel in Judeo-Christian belief, and to 
a jinn in Islamic belief. Where Satan does appear in the Bible, he plays the role of the 
Accuser.

Satan has no power of independent action, but requires the permission of God, which he 
may not transgress. He cannot be regarded, therefore, as an opponent of the Deity; and 
the doctrine of monotheism is disturbed by his existence no more than by the presence 
of other beings before the face of God. 

The Text: Babylonian Talmud, Tractate Shabbat 89a

ה עָ שָׁ ד בְּ שֶָׁיּרַ ה  מֹשֶׁ נֵי  פְ לִּ דוֹשׁ מִ קָּ רוּךְ הַ א, הוּא בָּ ן בָּ טָ ר שָׂ נָיו ואָמַ פָ ל רבּוֹנוֹ: לְ ם שֶׁ  תּוָֹרה, עוֹלָ
ן יכָ יא הֵ ר? הִ יהָ: לוֹ אָמַ תִּ אֶָרץ נְתַ  ךְ. לָ לַ ל הָ צֶ אֶֶרץ אֵ ר,  ן תּוָֹרה: לָהּ אָמַ יכָ יא הֵ מְָרה? הִ  :לוֹ אָ

ים” לֹהִ ין אֱ בִ דְַּרכָּהּ הֵ ךְ.וגו׳״  לַ ל הָ צֶ ר יָם אֵ ין”: לוֹ וְאָמַ י״ אֵ דִ מָּ ךְ. עִ לַ ל הָ צֶ הוֹם אֵ ר, תְּ ין”: לו אָמַ  אֵ
י״ ר, בִּ מַ נֶּאֱ הוֹם”: שֶׁ ר תְּ י לֹא אָמַ יא בִ יָם הִ ר וְ ין אָמַ י אֵ דִ מָּ דּוֹן, עִ בַ מֶָות אֲ  רוּ וָ אָזְנֵינוּ אָמְ נוּ בְּ עְ מַ  שָׁ

הּ״ עָ מְ זַר. שִׁ ר חָ נֵי ואָמַ פְ דוֹשׁ לִ קָּ רוּךְ הַ בּוֹנוֹ: הוּא בָּ ל רִ ם שֶׁ י, עוֹלָ תִּ שְׂ יפַּ כָל חִ ץ בְּ אָרֶ  וְלֹא הָ
יהָ אתִ צָ ר. מְ ךְ: לוֹ אָמַ ל לֵ צֶ ן אֵ מְָרם בֶּ  .עַ

ךְ לַ ל הָ צֶ ה אֵ מֹשֶׁ ר,  ן תּוָֹרה: לוֹ אָמַ נָּתַ ךָ שֶׁ דוֹשׁ לְ קָּ רוּךְ הַ ן הוּא בָּ יכָ יא הֵ ר? הִ י: לוֹ אָמַ כִ ה וְ נִי מָ  אֲ
ן נָּתַ י שֶׁ דוֹשׁ לִ קָּ רוּךְ הַ ר?! תּוָֹרה הוּא בָּ דוֹשׁ לו אָמַ קָּ רוּךְ הַ ה הוּא בָּ מֹשֶׁ  ה: לְ מֹשֶׁ אי,  דַּ ה בַּ תָּ  ?!אַ
ר נָיו אָמַ פָ בּוֹנוֹ: לְ ל רִ ם שֶׁ ה, עוֹלָ מוּדָ ךָ יֵשׁ גְּנוּזָה חֲ ה לְ תָּ אַ ע שֶׁ שֵׁ עֲ תַּ שְׁ הּ מִ כָל בָּ נִי. יוֹם בְּ זִיק אֲ  אַחֲ
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ה י טוֹבָ מִ צְ עַ ר?! לְ דוֹשׁ לוֹ אָמַ קָּ רוּךְ הַ ה הוּא בָּ מֹשֶׁ  יל: לְ תָּ הוֹאִ טְ יעַ ךָ וּמִ מְ צְ א – עַ רֵ קָּ ל תִּ ךָ עַ מְ  ,שִׁ
ר מַ נֶּאֱ ת זִכְרוּ”: שֶׁ ה תּוֹרַ מֹשֶׁ י  דִּ בְ .וגו׳״ עַ

When Moses descended from standing before the Holy One, Blessed be He, 

with the Torah,  Satan came and said before Him:  Master of the Universe, 

where is the Torah?

He [God] said to him: I have given it to the earth. 

He [Satan] went to the earth,  and  said to it: Where is the Torah? It [the 

earth] said to him: I do not know, as only: “God understands its way, and He 

knows its place” (Job 28:23).

He [Satan] went to the sea and asked: Where is the Torah? And the sea said to

him: “It is not with me.” He went to the depths  and asked: Where is the 

Torah? And the depths  said to him: “It is not within me.” And from where is it 

derived that the sea and the depths answered him this way?  As it is stated: “The 

depth said: It is not within me, and the sea said: It is not with me” (Job 

28:14). “Destruction and death said: We heard a rumor of it with our ears” 
(Job 28:22).

Satan returned and said before the Holy One, Blessed be He: Master of the 

Universe, I searched for the Torah throughout all the earth and did not find 

it. 

He [God] said to him [to Satan]: Go to Moses, son of Amram.

He went to Moses and said to him: The Torah that the Holy One, Blessed 

be He, gave you, where is it? 

Moses said to him: And what am I that the Holy One, Blessed be He, would 

have given me the Torah? 
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The Holy One, Blessed be He, said to Moses: Moses, are you a liar? Moses 

said before Him: Master of the Universe, You have a hidden treasure in 

which You delight every day,  as it is stated: “And I was His delight every day, 

playing before Him at every moment” (Proverbs 8:30).  Should I take credit for 

myself and say that You gave it to me? 

The Holy One, Blessed be He, said to Moses: Since you belittled yourself, 

the  Torah  will  be called by your name, as it  is  stated: “Remember the 

Torah of Moses My servant…” (Malachi 3:22).

Explaining the Story

What’s going on in our story? (The sequence of events)

Comprehension and Analysis Questions

 Why is Satan suddenly asking “where is the Torah?

 Do you think Satan knows where the Torah is? If yes, why? If not, why?

 What did God imply by replying to Satan: “I gave it to the earth”?

 Why does God send Satan to Moses? 

Bonus  Why is Moses called the son of Amram? 

 What did Moses imply by his reply to Satan: “And what am I that the Holy 

One, Blessed be He, would have given me the Torah?”

 Why would Satan be happy if proven that Moses is a liar? 

Bonus  How does Satan put Moses between a rock and a hard place by 

asking him: “The Torah that the Holy One, Blessed be He, gave you, where is 

it?” 

 Is Moses a liar? What do you think?

“The Twist” – Or the Lessons We Can Learn from the Text

To whom does the Torah belong?
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Our story is addressing a fundamental  question: Where is the Torah? Or, in 

other words, To whom does the Torah belong?

Through God’s ambiguous and Moses’ evasive answers, and Satan’s back and 

forth, trying to prove that Moses in particular and human beings are not worthy 

of the Torah, this story teaches us that the Torah belongs specifically to those 

who believe they don’t have it. In other words, you can only acquire Torah (and 

wisdom, and knowledge), if  you believe you don’t have it.  The moment you 

claim the Torah is with you, you fail the test and the Torah eludes you.
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