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Stories with a Twist
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R 0K, but they’re
A not gonna like !

“"Now, Who Am I that the Holy One, Blessed is He,

Should have Given me the Torah?”
(Insights into Babylonian Talmud, Tractate Shabbat 89a)

Background to Our Story

Satan

/ http://www.wikipedia.org

Satan, (Standard Hebrew Satan'el, English accuser), is a term that originates from the
Abrahamic faiths, being traditionally applied to an angel in Judeo-Christian belief, and to
a jinn in Islamic belief. Where Satan does appear in the Bible, he plays the role of the
Accuser.

Satan has no power of independent action, but requires the permission of God, which he
may not transgress. He cannot be regarded, therefore, as an opponent of the Deity; and
the doctrine of monotheism is disturbed by his existence no more than by the presence
of other beings before the face of God.

The Text: Babylonian Talmud, Tractate Shabbat 89a
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When Moses descended from standing before the Holy One, Blessed be He,
with the Torah, Satan came and said before Him: Master of the Universe,

where is the Torah?

He [God] said to him: I have given it to the earth.

He [Satan] went to the earth, and said to it: Where is the Torah? 1t [the

earth] said to him: I do not know, as only: “"God understands its way, and He
knows its place” (Job 28:23).

He [Satan] went to the sea and asked: Where is the Torah? And the sea said to

him: “It is not with me.” He went to the depths and asked: Where is the
Torah? And the depths said to him: “It is not within me.” And from where is it
derived that the sea and the depths answered him this way? As it is stated: “The
depth said: It is not within me, and the sea said: It is not with me” (Job

28:14). “Destruction and death said: We heard a rumor of it with our ears”
(Job 28:22).

Satan returned and said before the Holy One, Blessed be He: Master of the
Universe, I searched for the Torah throughout all the earth and did not find
it.

He [God] said to him [to Satan]: Go to Moses, son of Amram.

He went to Moses and said to him: The Torah that the Holy One, Blessed

be He, gave you, where is it?

Moses said to him: And what am I that the Holy One, Blessed be He, would

have given me the Torah?



The Holy One, Blessed be He, said to Moses: Moses, are you a liar? Moses
said before Him: Master of the Universe, You have a hidden treasure in
which You delight every day, as it is stated: “And I was His delight every day,
playing before Him at every moment” (Proverbs 8:30). Should I take credit for

myself and say that You gave it to me?

The Holy One, Blessed be He, said to Moses: Since you belittled yourself,
the Torah will be called by your name, as it is stated: “"Remember the

Torah of Moses My servant...” (Malachi 3:22).

’ "~ Explaining the Story
What’s going on in our story? (The sequence of events)

Comprehension and Analysis Questions

H Why is Satan suddenly asking “where is the Torah?

ﬂ Do you think Satan knows where the Torah is? If yes, why? If not, why?
ﬂ What did God imply by replying to Satan: “I gave it to the earth”?

ﬂ Why does God send Satan to Moses?

Bonus ﬂ Why is Moses called the son of Amram?

ﬂ What did Moses imply by his reply to Satan: “And what am I that the Holy

One, Blessed be He, would have given me the Torah?”
H Why would Satan be happy if proven that Moses is a liar?

Bonus ﬂ How does Satan put Moses between a rock and a hard place by

asking him: “"The Torah that the Holy One, Blessed be He, gave you, where is
it?”

ﬂ Is Moses a liar? What do you think?

“The Twist” — Or the Lessons We Can Learn from the Text

\

* To whom does the Torah belong?


http://www.etftrends.com/wp-content/uploads/2008/09/speech-question-marks.png
http://images.google.com/imgres?imgurl=http://www.library.uni.edu/instruction/images/questionmark.jpg&imgrefurl=http://www.library.uni.edu/instruction/grammarpunctuation.shtml&h=386&w=389&sz=8&hl=en&start=17&tbnid=_v13A8NDNmB_3M:&tbnh=122&tbnw=123&prev=/images%3Fq%3Dquestion%2Bmark%26gbv%3D2%26svnum%3D10%26hl%3Den
http://images.google.com/imgres?imgurl=http://www.library.uni.edu/instruction/images/questionmark.jpg&imgrefurl=http://www.library.uni.edu/instruction/grammarpunctuation.shtml&h=386&w=389&sz=8&hl=en&start=17&tbnid=_v13A8NDNmB_3M:&tbnh=122&tbnw=123&prev=/images%3Fq%3Dquestion%2Bmark%26gbv%3D2%26svnum%3D10%26hl%3Den
http://images.google.com/imgres?imgurl=http://www.library.uni.edu/instruction/images/questionmark.jpg&imgrefurl=http://www.library.uni.edu/instruction/grammarpunctuation.shtml&h=386&w=389&sz=8&hl=en&start=17&tbnid=_v13A8NDNmB_3M:&tbnh=122&tbnw=123&prev=/images%3Fq%3Dquestion%2Bmark%26gbv%3D2%26svnum%3D10%26hl%3Den
http://images.google.com/imgres?imgurl=http://www.library.uni.edu/instruction/images/questionmark.jpg&imgrefurl=http://www.library.uni.edu/instruction/grammarpunctuation.shtml&h=386&w=389&sz=8&hl=en&start=17&tbnid=_v13A8NDNmB_3M:&tbnh=122&tbnw=123&prev=/images%3Fq%3Dquestion%2Bmark%26gbv%3D2%26svnum%3D10%26hl%3Den
http://images.google.com/imgres?imgurl=http://www.library.uni.edu/instruction/images/questionmark.jpg&imgrefurl=http://www.library.uni.edu/instruction/grammarpunctuation.shtml&h=386&w=389&sz=8&hl=en&start=17&tbnid=_v13A8NDNmB_3M:&tbnh=122&tbnw=123&prev=/images%3Fq%3Dquestion%2Bmark%26gbv%3D2%26svnum%3D10%26hl%3Den
http://images.google.com/imgres?imgurl=http://www.library.uni.edu/instruction/images/questionmark.jpg&imgrefurl=http://www.library.uni.edu/instruction/grammarpunctuation.shtml&h=386&w=389&sz=8&hl=en&start=17&tbnid=_v13A8NDNmB_3M:&tbnh=122&tbnw=123&prev=/images%3Fq%3Dquestion%2Bmark%26gbv%3D2%26svnum%3D10%26hl%3Den
http://images.google.com/imgres?imgurl=http://www.library.uni.edu/instruction/images/questionmark.jpg&imgrefurl=http://www.library.uni.edu/instruction/grammarpunctuation.shtml&h=386&w=389&sz=8&hl=en&start=17&tbnid=_v13A8NDNmB_3M:&tbnh=122&tbnw=123&prev=/images%3Fq%3Dquestion%2Bmark%26gbv%3D2%26svnum%3D10%26hl%3Den
http://images.google.com/imgres?imgurl=http://www.library.uni.edu/instruction/images/questionmark.jpg&imgrefurl=http://www.library.uni.edu/instruction/grammarpunctuation.shtml&h=386&w=389&sz=8&hl=en&start=17&tbnid=_v13A8NDNmB_3M:&tbnh=122&tbnw=123&prev=/images%3Fq%3Dquestion%2Bmark%26gbv%3D2%26svnum%3D10%26hl%3Den
http://images.google.com/imgres?imgurl=http://www.library.uni.edu/instruction/images/questionmark.jpg&imgrefurl=http://www.library.uni.edu/instruction/grammarpunctuation.shtml&h=386&w=389&sz=8&hl=en&start=17&tbnid=_v13A8NDNmB_3M:&tbnh=122&tbnw=123&prev=/images%3Fq%3Dquestion%2Bmark%26gbv%3D2%26svnum%3D10%26hl%3Den

E’Pi‘&\j”@

Our story is addressing a fundamental question: Where is the Torah? Or, in

other words, To whom does the Torah belong?

Through God’s ambiguous and Moses’ evasive answers, and Satan’s back and
forth, trying to prove that Moses in particular and human beings are not worthy
of the Torah, this story teaches us that the Torah belongs specifically to those
who believe they don’t have it. In other words, you can only acquire Torah (and
wisdom, and knowledge), if you believe you don’t have it. The moment you

claim the Torah is with you, you fail the test and the Torah eludes you.



