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Stories with a Twist
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Are These the Protectors of the City? These Are None 
Other Than the Destroyers of the City!

Insights into Jerusalem Talmud, Tractate Hagigah 1:7

Background to Our Story

Rabbi Yehuda Nesia

ַ  Koren Talmud Bavli, The Noe Edition. Eruvin Part 2. Koren publishers Jerusalem. 
Page 91

Rabbi Yehuda Nesia was the son of Rabban Gamliel, who was the son of Rabbi Yehuda 
HaNasi. He was called Nesia to differentiate him from his illustrious grandfather, the editor 
of the Mishna. One of the earliest  amora’im in Eretz Yisrael, he was a colleague of Rabbi 
Yehuda  HaNasi’s  great  students.  His  own  students  included  Rabbi  Yoĥanan  and  Reish 
Lakish. Rabbi Yehuda Nesia’s court enacted various decrees. It was considered the great 
Torah center in the Jewish world, to the extent that even the great amora Rav deferred to 
its authority.

Rabbi Yehuda Nesia served as nasi for many years and was probably the last nasi to have 
outstanding Torah knowledge and to serve as the head of the Sanhedrin. In his honor, he, 
like his grandfather, is sometimes referred to simply as Rabbi (especially in the Jerusalem 
Talmud). He was succeeded as nasi, but not as head of the Sanhedrin, by his son, Rabban 
Gamliel.

Neturei Karta

 http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Neturei_Karta

Neturei  Karta (Jewish Babylonian Aramaic: literally  "Guardians of  the City")  is  a  Haredi 
(ultra-orthodox) Jewish group formally created in Jerusalem, Israel in 1938 splitting off from 
Agudas Yisroel. Neturei Karta opposes Zionism and calls for a peaceful dismantling of the 
State of Israel, in the belief that Jews are forbidden to have their own state until the coming 
of the Messiah.

The Text: Jerusalem Talmud Hagigah 1:7
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כַר שְׂ בִּ זִיקוּ  חֱ לֹּא הֶ ע שֶׁ ל דַּ אֵ רָ יִשְׂ ץ  רֶ אֶ בְּ ן  קוֹמָ מְּ לְשׁוּ מִ נִּתְ ייָרוֹת שֶׁ עֲ יתָ  אִ רָ ם  י. אִ יוֹחַ ן  בֶּ עוֹן  מְ י שִׁ בִּ רִ נֵּי   תַּ
י תִ֔ וֹרָ ת־תּ֣ ם֙ אֶ זְבָ ל־עָ ר י֙י עַ אמֶ יֹּ֣  ב׃ וַ י֭ יוֹשֶׁ לִ בְּ ר֭ מִ בָּ דְ ה כַמִּ תָ֥  ץ נִצְּ רֶ אָ֔ ה הָ דָ֣  בְ אָֽ ה֙  ל־מָ ם. עַ עַ ה טַ נִים. מַ שְׁ ים וּמַ רִ .סוֹפְ

נָא לוֹן קְ תַ מְ ל לִ אֵ רָ יִשְׂ א דְּ עָ אַרְ א דְּ ייָתָ רֵ קִּ בוֹר בַּ יעֲ מִ י לְ מִּ י אִ בִּ רִ י וּלְ סִּ י אַ בִּ רִ ייָה וּלְ י חִ בִּ רִ ח לְ לַ ייָא שְׁ ן נְשִׂ י יוּדָ בִּ  רִ
א. תָּ רְ י קַ ן נְטוּרֵ ין לוֹן. אַייתוֹן לָ רִ אָֽמְ נִייָן.  תְ א מַ לָ ר וְ פַ א סְ כְּחוֹן לָ שְׁ א אַ לָ ר וְ תַ ד אֲ חַ לוֹן לְ נִייָנִין. עֲ תְ ין וּמַ רִ סָֽפְ  

י נְטוּרֵ ין לוֹן. אַייְתוֹן לוֹן סַ רִ א. אָמְ תָּ רְ י קַ רוּבֵ א חָ לָּ ין אֶ ילֵּ ית אֵ א. לֵ תָּ רְ י קַ ינּוּן נְטוּרֵ ין אֵ ילֵּ רוּן לוֹן. אֵ אָֽמְ א.  תָּ רְ  קַ
יִת וגו׳ ה בַ֗ נֶ֬ ם י֙י לֹא־יִבְ יב אִ כְתִ יא דִּ א הִ דָ נִייָנַיָּא. הָ תְ ייָא וּמַ רַ פְ רוּן לוֹן. סַ אָֽמְ א.  תָּ רְ י קַ ינּוּן נְטוּרֵ אן אִ .וּמָ

Rabbi Shimon ben Yochai taught: if you see cities in the Land of Israel whose 

inhabitants  were plucked away from their locations, know that those people 

did not support the wages of their teachers of Scripture and Mishnah. What is 

the source for this assertion? For Scripture states regarding the destruction of the Land of 

Israel: Why has the land been ruined and laid waste like a desert that no one 

can  cross?  The  Lord  said,  it  is  because  they  have  forsaken  my  Torah 

(Jeremiah 9:12-13).

Rabbi Yudan Nesia, the grandson of Rebbi. sent Rebbi Ḥiyya bar Abba., Rebbi Assi, 

and Rebbi Immi to visit the cities of the Land of Israel, to establish for them 

teachers of Scripture and Mishnah. 

They [Rebbi Ḥiyya, Rebbi Assi, and Rebbi Immi] entered a certain place and 

they did not find either a teacher of Scripture or a teacher of Mishnah. 

They  [Rebbi  Ḥiyya, Rebbi  Assi,  and  Rebbi  Immi] said  to  them  [the 

townspeople], bring us the protectors of the city. 

They [the townspeople] brought them the city’s watchmen. 

They  [Rebbi  Ḥiyya,  Rebbi  Assi,  and  Rebbi  Immi]  said  to  them  [the 

townspeople], these are the protectors of the city? These are none other 

than the destroyers of the city! 

They  [the townspeople] said to  them [Rebbi  Ḥiyya, Rebbi Assi, and Rebbi 

Immi], and who then are the protectors of the city?

They [Rebbi Ḥiyya, Rebbi Assi, and Rebbi Immi] told them, the protectors of the 

city are the teachers of Scripture and Mishnah. 

That is what is written (Psalms 127:1): Unless the Lord builds the house, the 

builders labor in vain. Unless the Lord watches over the city, the guards stand watch in 

vain.



Explaining the Story

What’s going on in our story? (The sequence of events)

Analysis Questions

 What was exactly the mission of Rebbi Hiyya, Rebbi Assi, and Rebbi Immi? Why 

weren’t they able to carry on their mission?

 Why do you think the townspeople brought the city’s watchmen when  Rebbi 

Hiyya, Rebbi Assi, and Rebbi Immi asked them to see the protectors of the city?

Extra Bonus Granted that the watchmen are not the “real” protectors of the 

city, but why are they the “destroyers of city”?

“The Twist” – Or the Lessons We Can Learn from the Text

 When you get your priorities wrong…

Our story lies at the center of a very fiery debate in the Israeli society regarding the 

necesity (or not) of Torah scholars to serve in the army.

However, our story can also be read as a reflection on priorities in general. The 

sharp retort of  Rebbi Hiyya, Rebbi Assi, and Rebbi Immi to the townspeople, is a 

reminder to all of us that where we invest our energy, money, and time, reflects 

our  values  and  priorities.  Moreover,  in  a  world  with  limited  resources,  the 

prioritization of some values comes inexorably at the expense of others. 
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