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Background to Our Story

Amalek

 http://www.wikipedia.org/

According to the Book of Genesis and 1 Chronicles,  Amalek was the son of  Eliphaz 
and the grandson of Esau (Gen. 36:12; 1 Chr. 1:36); the chief of an Edomite tribe 
(Gen. 36:16). His mother was a  Horite, a tribe whose territory the descendants of 
Esau had seized. According to the genealogy in Gen. 36:12; 1 Chr. 1:36. Amalek is a 
son of Esau's son Eliphaz and of the concubine Timna, a Horite and sister of Lotan. 
Gen. 36:16 refers to him as the "chief of Amalek" thus his name can be understood 
to be a title derived from that of the clan or territory over which he ruled. 

Genesis 36

1 This is the line of Esau — that is, Edom. 

2   Esau took his wives from among the Canaanite women — Adah daughter of Elon   
the Hittite, and Oholibamah daughter of Anah daughter of Zibeon the Hivite —   3   and   
also Basemath daughter of  Ishmael and sister  of  Nebaioth.    4   Adah bore to Esau   
Eliphaz; Basemath bore Reuel;

12   Timna was a concubine of Esau's son Eliphaz; she bore Amalek to Eliphaz. Those   
were the descendants of Esau's wife Adah.

22 The sons of Lotan were Hori and Hemam; and Lotan's sister was Timna

29 These are the clans of the Horites: the clans Lotan, Shobal, Zibeon, Anah, 

40 These are the names of the clans of Esau, each with its families and locality, name 
by name: the clans Timna, Alvah, Jetheth, 41 Oholibamah, Elah, Pinon, 
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Exodus 17:8-15

8 Amalek came and fought with Israel at Rephidim.  9 Moses said to Joshua, "Pick 
some men for us, and go out and do battle with Amalek. Tomorrow I will station 
myself on the top of the hill, with the rod of God in my hand." 10 Joshua did as Moses 
told him and fought with Amalek, while Moses, Aaron, and Hur went up to the top of 
the hill.  11 Then, whenever Moses held up his hand, Israel prevailed; but whenever 
he let down his hand, Amalek prevailed.  12 But Moses' hands grew heavy; so they 
took a stone and put it under him and he sat on it, while Aaron and Hur, one on each 
side, supported his hands; thus his hands remained steady until the sun set. 13 And 
Joshua overwhelmed the people of Amalek with the sword. 

14 Then the Lord said to Moses, "Inscribe this in a document as a reminder, and read 
it aloud to Joshua: I will utterly blot out the memory of Amalek from under heaven!" 
15 And Moses built an altar and named it Adonai-nissi. 

16 He said, "It means, 'Hand upon the throne of the Lord!' The Lord will be at war 
with Amalek throughout the ages."

According to the Biblical  story,  why did Amalek fight with Israel  at 
Rephidim?

Deuteronomy 25:17-19

17 Remember what Amalek did to you on your journey, after you left Egypt — 18 how, 
undeterred by fear of God, he surprised you on the march, when you were famished 
and weary, and cut down all the stragglers in your rear. 19 Therefore, when the Lord 
your God grants you safety from all your enemies around you, in the land that the 
Lord your God is giving you as a hereditary portion, you shall blot out the memory of 
Amalek from under heaven. Do not forget!

The Text: Sanhedrin 99b
נַע מְ ת תִּ כִים בַּ לָ הֲַואי מְ יב,  כְתִ לּוּף: דִּ ן ״אַ לּוּף, לוֹטָ נַע״ אַ מְ כָל. תִּ לּוּף״ וְ א ״אַ כוּתָ לְ א מַ לָ  בְּ
אגָא יא תָּ .הִ

יָא עֲ י בָּ יגַּיּוּרֵ אִ ה. לְ אתָ ל בָּ צֶ ם אֵ הָ רָ ק אַבְ חָ קֹב יִצְ  יַעֲ אֹ וְ ל לוּהָ וְ בְּ כָה. קִ לְ ה הָ יְתָ הָ גֶשׁ וְ ילֶ ז פִּ יפַ לִ אֱ  לֶ
ן ו בֶּ שָׂ ה. עֵ רָ ב: אָמְ א ״מוּטָּ הֵ ה תְּ חָ פְ ה שִׁ אוּמָּ א וְלֹא, זוֹ לְ הֵ ה תְּ ירָ ה גְּבִ אוּמָּ ת״ לְ רֶ ק. אַחֶ ינָּהּ נְפַ  מִ

ק לֵ מָ ינְהוּ, עֲ רִ עֲ צַ ל דְּ אֵ רָ יִשְׂ אי. לְ א מַ מָ עְ לָא? טַ יֵ דְּ עָּ ו איִב הָ ל להְ חקֲ רְַ

Timna was the daughter of kings, as it is written: “The chief of Lotan” 

(Genesis 36:29), and: “The chief of Timna” (Genesis 36:40), and each 

chief is a member of a monarchy, albeit without a crown. 

[Timna]  sought  to  convert.  She  came before  Abraham,  Isaac,  and 

Jacob, and they did not accept her.
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She went and became a concubine of Eliphaz, son of Esau, and said, 

referring to herself: It is preferable that she will be a maidservant for this 

nation, and she will not be a noblewoman for another nation. Ultimately, 

Amalek,  son  of  Eliphaz,  emerged  from  her,  and  afflicted  the  Jewish 

people. What is the reason that the Jewish people were punished by suffering 

at the hand of Amalek? It is due to the fact that they should not have rejected 

her.

Explaining the Story -  What is going on in our story? (Explain the 
sequence of events)

Comprehension & Analysis Questions

 According to our story, why was Timna interested in converting to the 

faith of Abraham?

 According to our story, why did Abraham Isaac and Jacob reject her?

 According to our story, why did Timna become a concubine to Eliphaz?

 Look at the picture above. How does Timna look? Why do you think she 

looks the way she does?

“The Twist” – Or the Lessons We Can Learn from the Text

 Timna begot Amalek… Baseless rejection always begets resentment and 

many times begets hatred! - A lesson we should never forget!
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