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Remember What You Did Last Night.
Insights into Babylonian Talmud Avoda Zara 76b

Background to Our Story

Mar Yehuda 

 Koren  Talmud Bavli,  The Noe  Edition.  Avoda  Zara  –  Horayot.  Koren  publishers 
Jerusalem. Page 403.

Mar Yehuda was a Babylonian Sage of the third generation of amora’im. Apparently, he was 
a disciple  of  the Sage Avimi,  in  whose name he transmits  several  halakhot,  and he is 
involved  in  disputes  with  several  of  the  Sages  of  his  generation.  The title  Mar  usually 
designates Sages of the family of the Exilarch, and this incident indicates that he was close 
to the king of Persia,

King Shapur 

 Koren  Talmud Bavli,  The Noe  Edition.  Avoda  Zara  –  Horayot.  Koren  publishers 
Jerusalem. Page 403.

This was the name of several Persian kings. The incident here apparently refers to Shapur I, 
the son of the founder of the Sassanid dynasty. This King Shapur successfully continued the 
war against Rome, conquered the town of Nisibis, and reached as far as Syria. In a series of  
invasions and wars in Syria he eventually succeeded, in a battle near Edessa, not only in 
defeating the Roman emperor Valerian but even in taking him captive and holding him until  
his  death.  He  used  captives  from these  wars  to  build  important  cities  and  dams.  His 
domestic policy was tolerant of different religions, and the Gemara here depicts him as 
being aware and respectful of Jewish customs.

Kashering Knives 
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 Koren  Talmud Bavli,  The Noe  Edition.  Avoda  Zara  –  Horayot.  Koren  publishers 
Jerusalem. Page 403.

In a case where one purchases a knife from a gentile, if he wishes to use the knife with cold 
foods and the blade has no notches, he may thrust it into hard ground ten times. Each 
thrust must be in hard ground, so it must be thrust into a new place each time. This is  
sufficient to render the knife permitted for cutting even pungent items, as derived from the 
incident involving King Shapur. 

The Rema rules that if one wishes to use such a knife on a permanent basis one should 
purge it, like any other gentile’s utensil. If the blade has notches, or if the intention is to use 
it with hot foods or to slaughter animals with it, one must either heat it until white-hot in a  
fire or whet it thoroughly. 

The Rema says that some say that whetting is effective only for cold use, and it should not 
be done for the purpose of hot use ab initio. If the knife was heated until white-hot but not 
purged, or purged but not heated until white-hot, and it does not have notches, food cut 
with the knife is not forbidden, even if the knife was within one day of its last forbidden use. 
If it was well whetted and purged, it may be used even ab initio, provided the notches are 
cleaned as well (Rambam Sefer Kedusha, Hilkhot Ma’akhalot Assurot 17:7; Shulĥan Arukh, 
Yoreh De’a 121:7).

The Text: Babylonian Avoda Zara 76b

חַ מתני׳ לּוֹקֵ י הַ לֵ ישׁ כְּ מִ שְׁ ן תַ גּוֹיִם מִ ת, הַ כּוֹ אֶ רְ דַּ יל שֶׁ בִּ טְ הַ יל – לְ בִּ יל, יַטְ גְעִ הַ יל – לְ ן, יַגְעִ בֵּ לַ אוּר לְ ן – בָּ בֵּ  יְלַ
אוּר פּוּד. בָּ שַּׁ א הַ לָ כְּ אַסְ הָ נָן – וְ בְּ לַ אוּר מְ ין. בָּ כִּ סַּ הּ – הַ פָ יא שָׁ הִ הוֹרָ וְ .טְ

ין כִּ סַּ הּ – ״הַ פָ יא שָׁ הִ ה״ וְ הוֹרָ ר. טְ ב אָמַ א רַ בָ ר עוּקְ א בַּ מָ הּ: חָ צָ נוֹעֲ ה וְ רָ שָׂ ים עֲ מִ עָ ע פְּ קַ רְ קַּ בַּ
ר ב אָמַ יהּ הוּנָא רַ רֵ ב בְּ רַ עַ דְּ ע: יְהוֹשֻׁ קַ רְ קַ ינָהּ וּבְ אֵ ה שֶׁ בוּדָ עֲ
ר ב אָמַ נָא רַ הֲ ין: כָּ כִּ סַ ה וּבְ ין יָפָ אֵ הּ שֶׁ נְיָא. גּוּמּוֹת בָּ י תַּ י נַמִ כִ ין: הָ כִּ ה סַ ין יָפָ אֵ הּ שֶׁ הּ, גּוּמּוֹת בָּ צָ נוֹעֲ

ה רָ שָׂ ים עֲ מִ עָ ע פְּ קַ רְ קַּ . בַּ
ר ב אָמַ יהּ הוּנָא רַ רֵ ב בְּ רַ עַ דְּ כוֹל: יְהוֹשֻׁ אֱ הּ לֶ .צוֹנֵן בָּ

י א כִּ ר הָ מָ ה דְּ י יְהוּדָ אטִ ר וּבָ י בַּ ווּ טוּבִ י הָ בִ יהּ יָתְ מֵּ בוֹר קַ שָׁ כָּא דְּ לְ יְיהוּ אַיְיתוּ, מַ מַּ קַ רוֹגָא לְ תְ ק, אֶ סַ כַל פְּ ק, אֲ סַ  פְּ
ב הַ יהּ וְ י לֵ אטִ בָ ר לְ י בַּ ר. טוּבִ דַ הּ הֲ צָ ה דָּ רָ שָׂ נֵי עֲ א זִימְ עָ אַרְ ק, בְּ סַ ב פְּ יהּ הַ ר לֵ מָ ה לְ .יְהוּדָ

ר מַ יהּ אֲ י לֵ אטִ ר בָּ י בַּ הוּא: טוּבִ הַ א וְ רָ או גַּבְ ר לָ ל בַּ אֵ רָ ? הוּא יִשְׂ
ר מַ יהּ אֲ ר: לֵ ים מָ י קִ יהּ לִ גַוֵּ ר, בְּ א וּמָ ים לָ י קִ יהּ לִ גַוֵּ .בְּ

יכָּא י אִ רִ אָמְ ר, דְּ מַ יהּ אֲ כַּר: לֵ ידְ אי אִ תְּ מַ דְ בַ א עֲ תָ אוֹרְ .בְּ

mishna One who purchases  cooking  utensils from the gentiles  must prepare 

them for  use by Jews in the following manner:  With regard to  those  utensils  whose 

manner of preparation is to immerse them in a ritual bath, as they require no further 

preparation,  he must immerse them accordingly. With regard to those utensils whose 

manner of preparation is to purge them with boiling water, as those utensils are used with 

boiling water, e.g., pots, he must purge them accordingly. With regard to those whose 
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manner of preparation is  to heat until white-hot in the fire,  as they are used for 

grilling, he must heat them until white-hot in the fire. Therefore, with regard to the 

spit [hashappud] and the grill [veha’askela], he must heat them until white-

hot in the fire. With regard to the knife, he must polish it and it is rendered pure.

…

The mishna teaches: With regard to the knife, one must polish it and it is rendered 

pure. 

Rav Ukva bar Ĥama says: And one must thrust it ten times into the ground. 

Rav Huna, son of Rav Yehoshua, says: And this must be done in untilled earth, 
i.e., hard earth. 

Rav Kahana says: And this applies to a good knife that does not have notches, 

so that the entire surface of the knife is scraped against the ground. This is also taught 

in a  baraita: With regard to  a good knife that does not have notches, one can 

thrust it ten times into the ground. 

Rav Huna, son of Rav Yehoshua, says: This is sufficient for the purpose of eating 

cold food with it.

This is like that incident involving Mar Yehuda and Bati bar Tuvi, a wealthy man, 

who were sitting before King Shapur, the king of Persia. The king’s servants brought 

an etrog before them. The king cut a slice and ate it, and then he cut a slice and 

gave it to Bati bar Tuvi. He then stuck the knife ten times in the ground, cut a 

slice, and gave it to Mar Yehuda. 

Bati bar Tuvi said to him: And is that man, referring to himself, not Jewish? 

King Shapur  said to him: I  am certain of  that  master,  Mar  Yehuda,  that  he  is 

meticulous about halakha; but I am not certain of that master, referring to Bati bar 

Tuvi, that he is meticulous in this regard.

There are those who say that King Shapur said to him: Remember what you did 

last night.  The Persian practice was to present a woman to each guest, with whom he 

would engage in intercourse. Mar Yehuda did not accept the woman who was sent to him, 

but Bati bar Tuvi did, and therefore he was not assumed to be meticulous with regard to 

eating kosher food.
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Explaining the Story - What is going on in our story? (Explain the sequence 

of events) 

Comprehension and Analysis Questions

 Why were Mar Yehuda and Bati bar Tuvi sitting before King Shapur?

Answer 1 ___________________________________________________________

Answer 2 ___________________________________________________________

Answer 3 ___________________________________________________________

 Why did King Shapur stick the knife ten times into the ground before cutting a 

slice of the etrog that he wanted to give to Mar Yehuda?

Answer 1 ___________________________________________________________

Answer 2 ___________________________________________________________

 Why didn’t King Shapur do the same when he gave a slice of the etrog to Bati 

bar Tuvi?

Answer 1 ___________________________________________________________

Answer 2 ___________________________________________________________

 Do you think Bati bar Tuvi ate the Etrog or not?

 How do we know King Shapur wasn’t Jewish?

Answer 1 ___________________________________________________________

Answer 2 ___________________________________________________________

Answer 3 ___________________________________________________________

 Do you think Bati bar Tuvi ate the Etrog or not?

“The Twist” – Or the Lessons We Can Learn from This Text

 Building Credibility: A 24/7 Job!

 

In  our  story  we encounter  the  tolerant  and knowledgeable  King  Shapur  in  the 
company of  two Jews,  Mar  Yehuda and Bati  bar  Tuvi.  While  the king,  being a 
gentile,  is  not  bound  by  the  laws  governing  kosher  food,  he  understands  Mar 
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Yehuda is, and before cutting a slice of etrog for him, he sticks the knife ten times 
in the ground, according to the halakha, which he seems to be familiar with.

When Bati bar Tuvi complains that he didn’t receive the same “kosher” treatment 
as Mar Yehuda, he is being reminded by the King of what he did last night, when he 
was being far from meticulous in his behavior.
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