
From the Rabbi’s Desk
Rabbi Manes Kogan

Hillcrest Jewish Center
183-02 Union Turnpike, Flushing, NY 11366

rabbikogan@hillcrestjc.org

Stories with a Twist
[29]

Peleimu and the Unexpected Visitor

(Insights into Babylonian Talmud Kiddushin 81a – 81b)

Background to Our Story

Peleimu 

 Koren Talmud Bavli, The Noe Edition. Kiddushin. Koren publishers Jerusalem. 
Page 459

Peleimu – ימו  לֵ :פְּ  The Sage Peleimu was one of the great disciples of Rabbi Yehuda 
HaNasi.  The Gemara records that  he would ask his  teacher incisive questions in 
matters of  halakha, and his legal rulings appear in  baraitot. He also had disputes 
with Rabbi  Eliezer,  son of  Rabbi  Shimon, the colleague of Rabbi  Yehuda HaNasi. 
Many stories attest to Peleimu’s great righteousness.

Yom Kippur

 https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Yom_Kippur

Yom Kippur, also known in English as the Day of Atonement, is the most solemn and 
important of the Jewish holidays. Its central themes are atonement and repentance. 
Jews  traditionally  observe  this  holy  day  with  a  25-hour  period  of  fasting and 
intensive prayer, often spending most of the day in synagogue services.

Satan

 https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Satan

Satan is a term that originates from the Abrahamic faiths, being traditionally applied 
to an angel in Judeo-Christian belief, and to a jinn in Islamic belief.

Where Satan does appear in the Bible, he plays the role of the Accuser.
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According to the article on 'Satan' in the  Jewish Encyclopedia, Satan's role as the 
accuser is found in the prologue to the Book of Job, where Satan appears, together 
with other celestial  beings before the Deity, replying to the inquiry of God as to 
whence he had come, with the words: 'From going to and fro in the earth, and from 
walking up and down in it.'  (Job 1:7) Both question and answer,  as well  as the 
dialogue which follows, characterize Satan as having the evil purpose of searching 
out  men's  sins  and  appearing  as  their  accuser.  He  is,  therefore,  the  celestial 
prosecutor, who sees only iniquity; for he persists in his evil opinion of Job even after 
the man of Uz has passed successfully through his first trial by surrendering to the 
will of God, whereupon Satan demands another test through physical suffering. (ib. 
ii. 3-5.)

Yet it is also evident from the prologue that Satan has no power of independent 
action, but requires the permission of God, which he may not transgress. He cannot 
be regarded, therefore, as an opponent of the Deity; and the doctrine of monotheism 
is disturbed by his existence no more than by the presence of other beings before 
the face of God. This view is also retained in Zech. 3:1-2, where Satan is described 
as  the  adversary  of  the  high  priest  Joshua,  and  of  the  people  of  God  whose 
representative the hierarch is; and he there opposes the 'angel of the Lord' who bids 
him be silent in the name of God.

Satan and the Evil Inclination

 http://www.beingjewish.com/

The Hebrew word "Satan" means "Hinderer." To hinder someone means to hold him 
back, to try to prevent him from doing something. G-d created the Hinderer to give 
us work to do in this world. Satan is here to make things difficult for us, so we can 
overcome our evil  temptations, and pass the test.  That is the purpose of Satan. 
Satan is an angel whose purpose has been determined by G-d.

Temptation is there to try and deter us. It gives us the ability to do the wrong thing. 
More  importantly,  it  gives  us  the  ability  to  look  at  evil  and  refuse  to  do  it.  By 
presenting  us  with  the  opportunity  to  do  evil,  it  gives  us  the  ability  to  choose 
between good and evil.

The ability to choose between good and evil is what gives us free will.

The truth is that Satan has a job to do, just like every other angel. And angels have 
no free will. They do as Hashem commands them.

A man once came to a great Rabbi, very troubled. He said to the Rabbi, "Please pray 
to Hashem to take away my Evil Inclination. I do so many sins, and I want to stop 
sinning!"

The Rabbi answered, "Then what would be your purpose in this world, if you had no 
Evil Inclination? Your purpose in life is to overcome your personal Evil Inclination. 
That is what you were created for! Hashem has enough angels in heaven. He doesn't 
need one more. He created you human, so that you could improve yourself."

And how do we do it? By constant battle with the Evil Inclination.

So now we have to revise our understanding of Satan. Satan is not a fallen angel.  
Satan is merely an angel with a dirty job. Satan does not have a rival kingdom. 
Satan  is  not  in  competition  with  G-d,  and  Satan  does  not  want  followers  or 
worshipers. He's not even happy when people obey him and sin.

Satan is the angel who tempts us, and the angel who prosecutes us in Heaven. He is 
also the Angel of Death. The angel who tries to make us sin is the same angel who 

2

http://www.beingjewish.com/
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Joshua
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Jewish_Encyclopedia
http://www.beingjewish.com/


accuses us in the Heavenly Court, and the same angel who carries out the death 
sentence.

So, no, Satan does not wear a red suit,  or carry a trident. Nor does he wear a 
business suit. Satan is a force of evil in the world that we must resist. Satan most 
often appears as a desire within you. Of course, there is no shortage of things in the 
world to tempt us to sin.

And Satan has many "helpers," many of whom don't even know they are helping 
him. A shady-looking character in the street walks over to you and offers to sell you 
some stolen property, for example. 

None of us are capable of destroying Satan. What we are expected and commanded 
to do is to gain the upper hand over our personal Satans. And Hashem helps us do 
this, constantly. The Talmud says that the Evil  Inclination constantly attempts to 
destroy us spiritually, and Hashem constantly helps us and gives us the means with 
which to overcome our Evil Inclinations. 

The Text: Babylonian Talmud Kiddushin 81a – 81b

ימוּ לֵ וָה פְּ גִיל הֲ ר רָ ימַ מֵ א כָּל לְ א: יוֹמָ ינֵיהּ גִּירָ עֵ ן בְּ טָ שָׂ א. דְּ ד יוֹמָ י חַ לֵ עֲ א מַ י יוֹמָ כִיפּוּרֵ וָה דְּ  ,הֲ
י מֵּ ידַּ יהּ אִ נְיָא לֵ א. כְּעַ תָ א אֲ רָ א קָ בָ בָּ יקוּ, אַ פִּ יהּ אַ א לֵ תָּ יפְ ר. רִ מַ יהּ אֲ א: לֵ י יוֹמָ נָא כִּ ידָ אִ י הָ  כּוּלֵּ
א מָ לְ י עָ אֵ נָא גַּוָּ אֲ אי וַ רָ בָּ יהּ? אַ יְילֵ יבוּ, עַ רִ יהּ וּקְ א לֵ תָּ יפְ ר. רִ מַ יהּ אֲ א: לֵ י יוֹמָ נָא כִּ ידָ אִ י, הָ  כּוּלֵּ
א מָ לְ כָּא עָ תַּ נָא אַ אֲ אי וַ חוּדַ יוּהוּ? לְ בוּהוּ אַתְ כָּא אוֹתְ תַּ וָה. אַ יב הֲ א יָתֵ לֵּ יהּ מִ שֵׁ נָא נַפְ יחְ י שִׁ יבֵ כִ  וְ
יהּ לֵ ה, עֲ וָ הֲ יד וַ בֵ עָ יהּ קָ י בֵּ ילֵּ אְִיס מִ מּ מרַ. דִ יב .ּ.ליֵה אֲ י תִּ פִּ ר ר .שַׁ מַ יהּ אֲ בוּ: לֵ י הֲ א לִ בוּ. כָּסָ  יָהֲ

יהּ א לֵ ר. כָּסָ כְמַ א אִ דָ יהּ שְׁ רוּ, כִּיחוֹ בֵּ יהּ נָחֲ א. בֵּ קָ ית שָׁ עוּ. וּמִ מְ ווּ שָׁ הָ מְִרי דְּ אָ ימוּ: קָ לֵ ל פְּ טַ  קָ
א רָ ימוּ! גַּבְ לֵ ל פְּ טַ א קָ רָ ק! גַּבְ רַ א עָ שָׁ יהּ וְטָ שֵׁ ית נַפְ בֵ א בְּ כִּסֵּ יהּ אָזֵיל. הַ רֵ תְ ל, בַּ יהּ נָפַ מֵּ י. קַ  כִּ

זְיֵיהּ חַ וָה דְּ הֲ ר דַּ עֵ טַ צְ י – מִ יהּ גַּלֵּ יהּ לֵ שֵׁ ר. נַפְ מַ יהּ אֲ אי: לֵ א מַ מָ עֲ תְּ טַ רְ י אָמַ כִ לָּא? הָ אֶ י וְ יכִ  הֵ
א ימָ ר? אֵ מַ יהּ אֲ א: לֵ ימָ ר לֵ נָא מָ מָ חֲ ר ״רַ יהּ נִגְעַ ן״ בֵּ טָ שָּׂ .בַּ

Peleimu had the habit to say every day: An arrow in the eye of Satan, 
mocking the temptations of the evil inclination.

One day, it was the eve of Yom Kippur, and Satan appeared to him as a 

pauper  who  came and called  him  to  the door,  requesting  alms.  Peleimu 

brought out bread to him.  Satan  said to him: On a day like today, 

everyone is inside eating,  and shall  I  stand  outside? Peleimu  brought him 

inside and gave him bread. 

He [Satan] said to him: On a day like today, everyone is sitting at the 

table, and shall  I  sit  by myself? They brought him and sat him at the 

table. He was sitting and had covered himself with boils and pus, and he 

was doing repulsive things at the table. 
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Peleimu said to the pauper: Sit properly. 

Satan  then  said  to  him:  Give  me a  cup.  They  gave  him a  cup.  He 

coughed up his phlegm and spat it into  the cup.  They berated him, at 

which point Satan pretended to sink down and die. 

They heard  people around them  saying: Peleimu killed a man! Peleimu 

killed a man! 

Peleimu fled and hid himself in the bathroom. Satan followed him and fell 

before him. Upon seeing that Peleimu was suffering, he revealed himself 

to him. Satan said to him: What is the reason that you spoke this way, 
provoking me by saying: An arrow in the eye of Satan? 

He [Peleimu] replied: But what then should I say? 

Satan said to him: Let the Master, i.e., Peleimu, say: Let the Merciful One 

rebuke Satan.

Explaining the Story - What’s going on in our story? (The sequence of 

events)

Comprehension and Analysis Questions

 What did Peleimu mean by the words: “An arrow in the eye of Satan!”?

 Why did Satan appear to Peleimu? Why did he choose Yom Kippur to 

appear to him? 

 What is the subtle difference between “An arrow in the eye of Satan!” and 

“Let the Merciful One rebuke Satan”?

“G-d created Satan to give us work to do in this world. Satan is here to make things 
difficult for us, so we can overcome our evil inclination, and pass the test. That is the 
purpose of Satan.” (from www.beinhjewish.com)

 What is the test Peleimu didn’t pass?

“The Twist” – Or the Lessons We Can Learn from These Texts
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 And the father of all sins is…..

Peleimu had the  habit  to  say  every  day:  An arrow in  the  eye  of  Satan, 

bragging of his ability to overcome the evil inclination. Our story comes to 

teach us that every time we brag, we invite trouble.  Peleimu’s trouble came 

in the guise of a repulsive pauper who showed up to disturb his preparation 

for the holiest day of the year. Peleimu learned the hard way that the process 

of being cleansed from our transgressions begins by working on getting rid of 

arrogance, the father of all sins.
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An Alternative Analysis of our Story by Rabbi Guido Cohen

This story, with which we begin our review of stories about the eve, opens a door 
that is more than interesting to reflect on. The story shows us Plimo piously 
carrying out the preparations for Yom Kippur. We can imagine the entire family, 
all dressed in white, freshly bathed, ready to sit down to dine before going to the 
synagogue to hear the Kol Nidre. Most likely, on the morning of this day Plimo 
did not go out to work and his wife bought delicious foods to prepare the table 
for the seudah of 9 Tishri. As he was accustomed to do every day, on this Erev 
Yom Kippur, too, Plimo reinforced his confidence that he could vanquish Satan by 
flinging an arrow into his eyes. However, something shattered the solemnity of 
that  evening.  The  presence  of  this  unexpected  beggar  transformed  that 
immaculate,  white  evening  into  a  dark,  inappropriate  nightmare.  The  stress 
Plimo was under must have been unbearable. On the one hand, there was the 
commandment to feed the hungry, which could not be ignored, much less only a 
few hours before facing the King of Kings to be judged. On the other hand, there 
was a presence that would destroy the purity and beauty of his household on the 
eve of this day on which everything seemed angelic. What was to be done in the 
face of such a dilemma? Plimo chooses an intermediate option which “frees” him 
of his debt but does not get him too involved. He helps the poor man but leaves 
him outside;  he obeys the commandment but  does not  open his  heart.  And 
Satan’s reply is not slow in coming: Plimo must not only open the doors of his 
house but also make a place at his table and pour wine into one of his beautiful 
cups to make Satan feel at home. For a moment the reader imagines that Plimo 
is  going to  pass  the  test  with  flying colors,  but  the harsh reality  of  a  body 
covered in sores and the lack of good manners on the part of this poor beggar 
are the limit of the well-to-do sage’s tolerance. And when Plimo shows himself 
incapable of receiving a foul-smelling beggar at his table, precisely on the eve of 
the day of almost ascetic  purity,  there’s  nothing worse than a corpse and a 
murder accusation of someone who was preparing to face the Day of Judgment 
with countless virtues and only a few minor transgressions. Therefore he flees 
and runs toward the place most conceptually distant from the white peace of his 
household: the bathhouse. In those days, the bathhouse was a communal place, 
where all the inhabitants of the village used the public latrines, and it generally 
was located in areas that were far from where people lived. Plimo, the man who 
did not want a ragged beggar in his house, ended up outside it, quite far from 
the way in which he imagined welcoming the holiest of days. Face to face with 
the figure now revealed as Satan, Plimo was about to be taught a lesson. His 
pride and feeling of unlimited power, reflected in the belief that he could, all on 
his own, annihilate the harshest member of the celestial court was about to be 
reduced to a literary anecdote in a matter of minutes. Satan teaches Plimo that 
even  though someone believes  that  he  is  constructing  an impeccable  reality 
within his own walls, no one is exempt from the visit of evil, just when it is least 
expected. It is only in a dimension removed from earthly existence that one can 
be immune to this threat. In other words, no one is exempt from a visit like the 
one Plimo received. Even when everything seems to be bright and sparkling and 
you trust that this is the preparation necessary to face the Day of Judgment, the 
true preparation seems to be somewhere else. You’re not prepared by shutting 
the doors of your house to get your soul ready if you can’t leave them open to 
face reality, which is perhaps less pretty but at the same time is more urgent. 
Plimo thought that one could be ready for Yom Kippur and did not remember 
that in the meantime there were others whose daily and everyday reality was a 
fast, so his own was not going to be sufficient. 
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