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She Would Have Been Repulsive to Him
(Insights into Babylonian Talmud Sanhedrin 39a)

The Creation of Eve” by Bartolo di Fredi (c. 1330 – 1410)

Background of Our Story

Genesis 2:20-24

20 So the man gave names to all the livestock, the birds in the sky and all the wild animals.

But for Adam no suitable helper was found.21 So the LORD God caused the man to fall into a 
deep sleep; and while he was sleeping, he took one of the man’s ribs (or side) and then 
closed up the place with flesh.22 Then the LORD God made a woman from the rib (or side) he 
had taken out of the man, and he brought her to the man.
23 The man said,

“This is now bone of my bones
    and flesh of my flesh;
she shall be called ‘woman,’
    for she was taken out of man.”
24 That is why a man leaves his father and mother and is united to his wife, and they 
become one flesh.

The Emperor and Rabban Gamliel 

 Koren Talmud Bavli, The Noe Edition. Sanhedrin Part 1. Koren publishers Jerusalem 
Page 249

The Rabban Gamliel mentioned here (in our story) is Rabban Gamliel of Yavne, the Nasi of 
the Jewish people after the destruction of the Second Temple. Chronologically, this emperor 
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would be one of  the Roman emperors who rose to power after  the end of  Vespasian’s 
dynasty,  perhaps  Trajan,  who  also  took  an  interest  in  various  fields  of  science  and 
literature, as well as the beliefs of different peoples.

The Text: Babylonian Talmud Sanhedrin 39a

ר מַ יהּ אֲ ר לֵ יסָ ן קֵ בָּ רַ ל לְ יאֵ לִ יכֶם: גַּמְ הֵֹ ל יב, הוּא גַּנָּב ״אֱ כְתִ ל דִּ יַפֵּ ים ה׳ ׳וַ הִֹ ל ה אֱ מָ דֵּ רְ ל תַּ ם עַ אָדָ ן׳״ הָ יִּישָׁ  .וַ
ה רָ מַ יהּ אֲ יהּ לֵ תֵּ רַ יהּ: בְּ קֵ בַ נָא, ״שְׁ אֲ נָא דַּ רְ דַ הֲ יהּ״ מַ ה. לֵ רָ מַ יהּ אֲ נוּ: לֵ י ״תְּ ד״ דּוּכוּס לִ חָ ר. אֶ מַ הּ אֲ ה: לָ מָּ  ״לָ
יךְ״ ין? לִ טִ יסְ אוּ ״לִ ינוּ בָּ לֵ ה עָ יְלָ לַּ לוּ, הַ נָטְ נּוּ וְ מֶּ יתוֹן מִ ל קִ ף שֶׁ נִּיחוּ כֶּסֶ הִ נוּ וְ יתוֹן לָ ל קִ ב״ שֶׁ ר. זָהָ מַ הּ אֲ  :לָ

ואי וַ בֹא ״וּלְ יָּ ינוּ שֶׁ לֵ כָל עָ אֹ. יוֹם״ בְּ ל ה ״וְ יָה יָפֶ ם לוֹ הָ אָדָ אשׁוֹן לְ רִ לוּ הָ נָּטְ נּוּ שֶׁ מֶּ ע מִ לָ ת צֵ נוּ אַחַ נָתְ ה לוֹ וְ חָ פְ  ל שִׁ
מ שְַׁ וֹ״  ?שְּׁ

ר מַ הּ אֲ י: לָ כִ ינָא ״הָ אָמִ א: קָ לָּ יהּ אֶ לֵ קְ שְׁ יָא״ לִ דְ הֶ ה! בְּ רָ מַ יהּ אֲ י ״אַיְיתוּ: לֵ א לִ צָ א״ אוּמְ רָ ישְׂ בִ הּ אַיְיתוּ. דְּ  .לָ
הּ בָ י אוֹתְ א תּוּתֵ שָׁ חֲ הּ, בַּ תָּ יקְ פִּ ה, אַ רָ מַ יהּ אֲ כוֹל: לֵ אי״ ״אֱ הַ ר! מֵ מַ הּ אֲ א: לָ יסָ אִ י״ ״מְ ה. לִ רָ מַ יהּ אֲ ם: לֵ  ״ְואָדָ

אשׁוֹן רִ י הָ י, נַמִ הֲַות אִ ה  ילָ קִ יָא שְׁ דְ הֶ וָה – בְּ א הֲ יסָ אִ יהּ״ מְ .לֵ

The  Roman  emperor said to Rabban Gamliel: Your God is a thief,  as it  is 

written: “And the Lord God caused a deep sleep to fall upon the man and he 

slept; and He took one of his sides, and closed up the place with flesh instead” (Genesis 

2:21). 

The daughter of the emperor said to Rabban Gamliel: Leave him, as I will respond 

to him. 

She said  to  her  father:  Provide one commander [dukhus]l  for me  to  avenge 

someone’s wrongdoing. The emperor said to her: Why do you need him? She said to 

him: Armed bandits came to us this past night, and took a silver jug from us, 

and left a golden jug for us.  The emperor  said to her:  If so,  would it be that 

armed  bandits  such  as  these  would  come to  us  every  day!  She  [the  emperor’s 

daughter] said to him [to her father]:  And was it not  similarly  good for Adam the 

first man that God took a side from him and gave him a maidservant to serve 

him?

The emperor said to her [to her daughter]: This is what I was saying: But if it is 

good for Adam, let God take his side from him in the open, not during the time of his 

deep sleep, like a thief. 
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She said to him: Bring me a slice of  raw meat. They brought it to her. She 

placed it under the embers, and removed it after it was roasted. She said to him: 

Eat from this meat. The emperor  said to her: It is repulsive to me. Although he 

knew that this is how meat is prepared, seeing the raw meat made it repulsive to him. 

She said to him: With regard to Adam the first man as well, had God taken her 

from him in the open, she would have been repulsive to him. 

Explaining the Story - What’s going on in our story? (Explain the sequence 
of events)

Comprehension and Analysis Questions

Extra Bonus  Why did the emperor say to Rabban Gamliel:  “Your God is a 

thief!”?

“First Association” Answer _____________________________________________

“Look Deeper” Answer ________________________________________________

Bonus  Why did the emperor’s  daughter  pick the fight  on behalf  of  Rabban 

Gamliel?

Answer 1 ________________________________________________________

Answer 2 ________________________________________________________

Answer 3 ________________________________________________________

Answer 4 ________________________________________________________

 How does the story about the armed bandits who exchanged the jugs address 

the emperor’s challenge?

Bonus  Why does the emperor's daughter resort to the story of the exchanged 

jugs to make her point instead of being straightforward and telling her father what 

she thinks?

Bonus  In  the  words  of  the  emperor's  daughter,  our  story  calls  Eve  “a 

maidservant.”  Why  do  you  think  the  story  chose  this  expression  which  most 

modern readers will find to be politically incorrect and even offensive?
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Answer 1 ________________________________________________________

Answer 2 ________________________________________________________

 Why does the emperor still maintain the belief “your God is a thief!,” after his 

daughter showed him the kindness of God.

Answer 1 ________________________________________________________

Answer 2 ________________________________________________________

Bonus  Why does the emperor’s daughter resort to the raw meat example to 

make her point? Why does she go through the trouble of cooking the meat in front 

of her father instead of asking him to "imagine if I take a piece of raw meat...."?

 Look at the painting “the Creation of Eve” by Bartolo di Fredi (c. 1330 – 1410) 

that illustrates our story. What do you think about the way it depicts Eve’s creation? 

What is your first association when you see the painting?

 Ignorance,  or  a  lack  of  knowledge,  isn't  usually  viewed  as  a  good  thing. 

However, there might be situations when it is better for us not to know all the facts. 

A common expression used to describe these situations is “ignorance is bliss.” Can 

you think of some situations when you would rather not know all the facts?

“The Twist” – Or the Lessons We Can Learn from These Texts

 You’d rather not know… or when “ignorance is really bliss”

While our story is about one emperor, his daughter, and a famous rabbi, it is also 

about  all  of  us.  The “right  to  know” is  considered almost  a  sacred one in  our 

society. We demand from our government, from our institutions, and even from our 

own families, total transparency. The truth, however, is that some things are better 

left unknown or unrevealed. Knowledge is very important but sometimes, too much 

knowledge could be detrimental to relationships, to community building, and to the 

self-esteem of loved ones. 
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Appendix: What Would You Rather Not Know?
 

 When was the last time my parents had sex?

 When will I die?

 What are the actual circumstances of my conception?

 What will my surprise birthday party look like?

 How did they kill the cow from which the juicy steak I am eating came from?

 Who dies at the end of the movie I am about to watch?

 Has my spouse ever had an affair?

 Who didn’t vote to renew my contract?

 Does my spouse really love me?

 Do my friends really care about me?
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