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Truly, these are Good Guarantors! 
Insights into Song of Songs Rabbah 1:4

Background to Our Story

Song of Songs Rabbah

http://www.jewishvirtuallibrary.org The  Jewish  Virtual  Library  is  an  online  encyclopedia 
published by the American–Israeli Cooperative Enterprise. It is a website covering topics about 
US-Israel relations, Jewish history, Israel, the Holocaust, anti-Semitism and Judaism.

Song  of  Songs  Rabbah,  aggadic Midrash on  the Song  of  Songs,  the  product  of 
Palestinian amoraim.  It  is  an  exegetical  Midrash  which  expounds  the Song  of 
Songs consecutively,  chapter by chapter,  verse by verse,  and sometimes even word by 
word.  The  work  was  apparently  redacted  in  Ereẓ Israel about  the  middle  of  the  sixth 
century C.E.

The Text: Song of Songs Rabbah 4:1

י יקֵ עִ לְ רוךְ הוא אַ דוֹש בָ קָ ם הַ הֶ ר לָ מַ ה, אָ תוֹרָ ל הַ בֵ קַ י לְ ינַ ר סִ י הַ נֵ פְ ל לִ אֵ רָ שְ דו יִ מְ עָ ה שֶ עָ שָ יר בְ אִ י מֵ בִ ר רַ מַ  אָ
בוֹנוֹ יו רִ נָ פָ רו לְ מְ ם. אָ כֶ ה לָ נָ י נוֹתְ נִ אֲ , וַ רוהָ מְ שְ תִ ים שֶ ים טוֹבִ בִ רֵ י עֲ יאו לִ בִ א הָ לָ ה, אֶ תוֹרָ ת הַ ם אֶ כֶ ן לָ י נוֹתֵ נִ  אֲ
ווֹת לְ ךְ לִ לַ הָ ד שֶ חָ אֶ ה לְ ר דוֹמֶ בָ דָ ה הַ מָ ים, לְ בִ רֵ ין עֲ יכִ רִ ם צְ יכֶ בוֹתֵ ם אֲ הֶ ר לָ מַ נו. אָ ים לָ בִ רֵ ינו עֲ בוֹתֵ ם, אֲ ל עוֹלָ  שֶ
ךְ לַ ב, הָ רֵ יךְ עָ רִ ךָ צָ בְ רֵ ר לוֹ עֲ מַ ד, אָ חָ ב אֶ רֵ יא לוֹ עָ בִ הֵ ךְ וְ לַ ךָ, הָ ה אוֹתְ וֶ לְ י מַ נִ אֲ ב וַ רֵ י עָ א לִ בֵ ר לוֹ הָ מַ ךְ, אָ לֶ מֶ ן הַ  מִ
ה וֶ לְ י מַ נִ ה אֲ י זֶ נֵ פְ י מִ ע כִ דַ ר תֵ מַ י אָ ישִ לִ ב שְ רֵ יא לוֹ עָ בִ הֵ ן שֶ יוָ ב, כֵ רֵ יךְ עָ רִ ךָ צָ בְ רֵ ר לוֹ עֲ מַ אָ י, וְ נִ ב שֵ רֵ יא לוֹ עָ בִ הֵ  וְ
ים ים טוֹבִ בִ רֵ י עֲ יאו לִ בִ י הָ תִ ם תוֹרָ כֶ ן לָ י נוֹתֵ נִ ם אֲ הֶ ר לָ מַ ה אָ תוֹרָ ל הַ בֵ קַ ל לְ אֵ רָ שְ דו יִ מְ עָ ה שֶ עָ שָ ךְ בְ ךָ. כָ  לְ
י ש לִ ם יֵ יכֶ בוֹתֵ רוךְ הוא אֲ דוֹש בָ קָ ם הַ הֶ ר לָ מַ נו, אָ ים אוֹתָ בִ ינו עוֹרְ בוֹתֵ רו אֲ מְ ם, אָ כֶ ה לָ נָ נֶ תְ אֶ רוהָ וְ מְ שְ תִ  שֶ

ר מַ אָ יו, שֶ לָ י עָ ש לִ ם יֵ הָ רָ בְ ם, אַ יהֶ לֵ ח( עֲ  , טו ת  י)בראשי נִ אֲ ו וַ שָ עֵ ב לְ ה אוֹהֵ יָ הָ יו, שֶ לָ י עָ ש לִ ק יֵ חָ צְ ע. יִ דַ ה אֵ מָ  : בַ
ר מַ אֱ נֶ יו, שֶ אתִ נֵ ג( שְ א,  י  ר)מלאכ מַ אָ קֹב שֶ עֲ י. יַ אתִ נֵ ו שָ שָ ת עֵ אֶ ז( : וְ כ  , מ ה  שעי י)י יאו לִ בִ א הָ לָ ה'. אֶ י מֵ כִ רְ ה דַ רָ תְ סְ  : נִ

ם, יהֶ לֵ י עֲ ש לִ ם יֵ הֶ ר לָ מַ נו. אָ ין לָ בִ רֵ ינו עֲ יאֵ בִ ם נְ ל עוֹלָ בוֹנוֹ שֶ יו רִ נָ פָ רו לְ מְ ם. אָ כֶ ה לָ נָ י נוֹתְ נִ אֲ ים, וַ ים טוֹבִ בִ רֵ  עֲ
ר מַ אֱ נֶ ח( שֶ  , ב ה  רמי יב)י תִ י וגו', וכְ עו בִ שְ ים פָ רֹעִ הָ ד( : וְ  , ג י חזקאל  א)י לָ יו, אֶ ל הָ אֵ רָ שְ יךָ יִ יאֶ בִ בוֹת נְ רָ חֳ ים בָ לִ עָ שֻ  : כְ

אי דַ א וַ רוךְ הוא הָ דוֹש בָ קָ ר הַ מַ נו. אָ ים אוֹתָ בִ ינו עוֹרְ נֵ י בָ רֵ רו הֲ מְ ם, אָ כֶ ה לָ נָ נֶ תְ אֶ ים וְ ים טוֹבִ בִ רֵ י עֲ יאו לִ בִ  הָ
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יב תִ כְ א הוא דִ דָ ם, הֲ כֶ ה לָ נָ נֶ תְ ם אֶ יהֶ דֵ ל יְ ים, עַ ים טוֹבִ בִ רֵ ג( עֲ ח,  ם  י ין עֹז)תהל אֵ תָ עֹז, וְ דְ סַ ים יִ קִ יֹנְ ים וְ לִ י עוֹלְ פִ  : מִ
ר מַ אֱ נֶ ה, שֶ א תוֹרָ לָ יא( אֶ כט,  ם  י ן.)תהל תֵ מוֹ יִ עַ : ה' עֹז לְ

Rabbi Meir said: When Israel stood before Mount Sinai to receive the Torah, 

the Holy One, blessed be He, said to them: I swear to you, I shall give you 

the Torah! However, bring me good guarantors that you will keep it, and 

then I will give it to you!

They  [the  Children  of  Israel]  replied:  Sovereign  of  the  Universe,  our 

ancestors will be our guarantors.

He [the Holy One, blessed be He] said to them: Your ancestors themselves 

require guarantors. They were like a man who went to borrow from the king, 

and to whom the king said: Bring me a guarantor and I will lend you. He 

[the man] went and brought him a guarantor, at which point the king said: 

Your  guarantor  himself  requires  a  guarantor.  He  [the  man]  went  and 

brought a second guarantor. The king said to him: Your second guarantor also 

requires a guarantor. When he [the man] brought him [the king] a third 

guarantor, he [the king] said to him [to the man]: Know that for the sake of 

this man I lend you.

So when Israel stood ready to receive the Torah, He [The Holy One, blessed 

be He] said to them: I will give you My Torah, but bring Me good guarantors 

that you will keep it and then I will give it to you.

They [the Children of Israel] said: Our ancestors are our guarantors.

God  said  to  them:  I  find  faults  in  your  ancestors.  I  can  find  fault  with 

Abraham because he said (Genesis 15:8): How can I know that I will inherit 

it? With Isaac I can find fault because he loved Esau though I hated him, as 

it says (Malachi 1:3), But Esau I have hated. With Jacob I can find fault, who 

said (Isaiah 40:27): My way is hidden from the Lord.
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Bring Me therefore good guarantors and I will give it [the Torah] to you.

They  [the  Children  of  Israel]  then  said:  Sovereign  of  the  Universe,  our 

prophets will be our guarantors.

He  [the  Holy  One,  blessed  be  He]  replied:  I  find  faults  in  them  [the 

Prophets],  as  it  says  (Jeremiah  2:8),  And  the  shepherds  transgressed 

against Me,  and it is also written  (Ezekiel 13:4), Your prophets have been 

like foxes in ruins.

Still, bring Me good guarantors and I will give it [the Torah] to you.

They [the Children of Israel] said: Our children shall be our guarantors. 

To which God replied: Truly, these are good guarantors; for their sake I will 

give it [the Torah] to you. Therefore, it is written (Psalms 8:3): Out of the 

mouth of babes and sucklings you have found strength. And strength refers 

to the Torah, as it says (Psalms 29:2), The Lord will give strength unto his 

people.

Explaining the Story (What is the sequence of events that take place in the 

story?)

Comprehension and Analysis Questions 

 Why did God require guarantors in order to give the Torah to Israel?

 Why did the Children of Israel offer the ancestors and prophets as guarantors? 

Bonus  Why didn’t God accept the ancestors and prophets as guarantors? 

Answer 1 _________________________________

Answer 2 _________________________________

Bonus  Why did God insist that the Children of Israel bring Him good guarantors 

after rejecting the previous ones? 

 Why did the Children of Israel offer their children as guarantors? 
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Bonus  Why did God accept the children as good guarantors? 

“The Twist” – Or the Lessons We Can Learn from the Text

 The only way to keep the Torah is by making sure it doesn’t die with you.

 At the end of the day, the only guarantee for a job well done, is a job well 

done!

 Your past successes don’t necessarily guarantee your future ones!

Maybe you heard of this unique definition of “who is a Jew”: "A Jew is not someone 

whose grandfather  was a  Jew but  someone whose grandson would  be a Jew.  The above 

classic story is usually taught in the context of the importance of Jewish education. 

God wants our children to be guarantors, not our ancestors. In other words, the 

proof of success as Jewish parents and educators is in our ability to pass the torch 

on to the next generations.

Our story, however, can be applied to every aspect of life. An impressive CV –the 

history of our past successes- may get us the position we are applying for, but it 

won’t guarantee that our job will be a good one. At the end of the day, the only 

guarantee for a job well done is a job well done (or your money back, which means 

the dissolution of the transaction). 
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