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Stories with a Twist
[204]
Once, I visited a Certain Town, by the Name of Kushta
(A Very Strange Story. You've been Warned)
Insights into Babylonian Talmud, Sanhedrin 97a

i

Background to Our Story

Rav Tavus, Rav Tavyomei: 5" generation Babylonian Amora

Kushta: truth, in Aramaic

The Text: Babylonian Talmud, Sanhedrin 97a
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Rava said: At first I used to say “there is no truth in the world” but then one
of the rabbis said to me, - and Rav Tavus was his name, and some say that
Rav Tavyomei was his name, - that even if they would give him all the riches

in the world - he would not tell a lie.

Once, I [Rav Tavus or Rav Tavyomei] visited a certain town - by the hame of
Kushta [whose inhabitants] would not tell a lie — and none of the people

from there died before his time.

I [Rav Tavus or Rav Tavyomei] married a woman from among them, and I

had two sons by her.
The narrative continues in the third person.

One day, his wife [the wife of Rav Tavus or Rav Tavyomei] was sitting and
washing her hair. Her neighbor came and knocked on the door, asking to speak
to her. Thinking that it would not be proper to tell the neighbor that his wife was

washing her hair he said to [the neighbor]: “she is not here.”
Subsequently, his two sons died.

The people of that town came to him and asked him: “What is the reason for

this?”
He [Rav Tavus or Rav Tavyomei] told them what had happened.

They [The people of that town, Kushta] said to him: “"We beg you, leave our
town, and do not incite death against these (a euphemism for the

inhabitants of Kushta) people!”

!i Explaining the sequence of events in the story (Two Ways of Reading
Our Story).



Comprehension and Analysis Questions (for reading #1)

ﬂ Why did Rav Tavyomei say “that even if they would give him all the riches in the

world - he would not tell a lie"?
ﬂ Why did Rav Tavyomei’s sons die?

ﬂ Why did the people of Kushta beg Rav Tavyomei to leave town?

“The Twist” (for reading #1)
* The unpredictably tragic story of Rav Tavyomei!

Comprehension and Analysis Questions (for reading #2)

Extra Bonus ﬂ Why did Rav Tavyomei say “that even if they would give him all

the riches in the world - he would not tell a lie”?
Bonus ﬂ Why did Rav Tavyomei marry a woman from Kushta?

ﬂ Why did Rav Tavyomei tell the neighbor that his wife wasn’t in the house? Do

you consider this to be a lie?
ﬂ Why did Rav Tavyomei’s sons die?

ﬂ Why did the people of Kushta inquire for the reason for the death of Rav

Tavyomei ‘s sons?

ﬂ Why did the people of Kushta beg Rav Tavyomei to leave town?

“"The Twist” (for reading #2) — Or the Lessons We Can Learn from the Text

n”

* A predictable tragic story - The danger of “living in Kushta:” a lesson Rav

Tavyomei learned the hard way.



