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From the Rabbi’s Desk
Rabbi Manes Kogan

Hillcrest Jewish Center
183-02 Union Turnpike, Flushing, NY 11366

rabbikogan@hillcrestjc.org

Mishnah with a Twist
[11]

It is a Sign of Even Greater Love… 
Insights into Mishnah Avot 3:14

 

Background to Our Story

Genesis 9: 6
6“Whoever sheds human blood, by humans shall their blood be shed; for in the image of God 
has God made mankind.

Deuteronomy 14:1-2
1You are the children of the Lord your God. Do not cut yourselves or shave the front of your 
heads for the dead, 2 for you are a people holy to the Lord your God. Out of all the peoples on 
the face of the earth, the Lord has chosen you to be his treasured possession.

Proverbs 4:1-2
1 Listen, my sons, to a father’s instruction; pay attention and gain understanding.2 For I give 
you good instruction; forsake not my teaching 

The Text: Mishnah Avot 3:14 

י ר )בראשית ט( כִּ מַ נֶּאֱ ם, שֶׁ לֶ צֶ א בְ רָ נִּבְ ת לוֹ שֶׁ עַ ה נוֹדַ רָ ה יְתֵ בָּ ם. חִ לֶ צֶ א בְ רָ נִּבְ ם שֶׁ יב אָדָ בִ ר, חָ יָה אוֹמֵ  הוּא הָ
ם.  אָדָ ת הָ ה אֶ שָׂ ים עָ לֹהִ ם אֱ לֶ צֶ בְּ

ר )דברים יד( מַ נֶּאֱ קוֹם, שֶׁ מָּ נִים לַ אוּ בָ רְ נִּקְ ם שֶׁ הֶ ת לָ עַ ה נוֹדַ רָ ה יְתֵ בָּ קוֹם. חִ מָּ נִים לַ אוּ בָ רְ נִּקְ ל שֶׁ אֵ רָ ין יִשְׂ יבִ בִ  חֲ
יכֶם.  לֹהֵ ה' אֱ ם לַ תֶּ נִים אַ בָּ

ם, עוֹלָ א הָ רָ בּוֹ נִבְ ה שֶׁ דָּ מְ י חֶ לִ ם כְּ הֶ ן לָ נִּתַּ ם שֶׁ הֶ ת לָ עַ ה נוֹדַ רָ ה יְתֵ בָּ ה. חִ דָּ מְ י חֶ לִ ם כְּ הֶ ן לָ נִּתַּ ל שֶׁ אֵ רָ ין יִשְׂ יבִ בִ  חֲ
זֹבוּ  עֲ י אַל תַּ תִ כֶם, תּוֹרָ י לָ תִּ ח טוֹב נָתַ קַ י לֶ ר )משלי ד( כִּ מַ נֶּאֱ :שֶׁ

He [Rabbi Akiva] used to say: Beloved is man for he was created in the image 
[of God]. It is a sign of even greater love that it was made known to him that 
he had been created in the image [of God], as it is said: “for in the image of 
God He made man” (Genesis 9:6). 
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Beloved are Israel in that they were called children to the All-Present. It is a 
sign of even greater love that it was made known to them that they are called 
children of the All-Present, as it is said: “you are children to the Lord your 
God” (Deuteronomy 14:1). 

Beloved are Israel in that a precious vessel/instrument (gift) was given to 
them. It is a sign of even greater love that it was made known to them that a 
precious vessel/ instrument, with which the world had been created, was given 
to  them, as  it  is  said:  “for  I  give you good instruction;  forsake not  my 
teaching” (Proverbs 4:2).

Explaining the Mishnah - What is going on here? 

Comprehension and Analysis Questions

Why would it still be valuable to have been created in the image of God, even 

if we didn’t know it? (Please elaborate)

Why would it still be valuable to be children of the All-Present, even if we 

didn’t know it? (Please elaborate)

Why would it still be valuable to have been given a precious instrument, even 

if we didn’t know its value or how special the gift was? (Please elaborate)

What  is  the  precious  instrument/vessel  with  which  the  world  has  been 

created?

All of the acts of creation - about which it is stated, "And God saw that it was good" - were only 

created for the sake of the Torah, which is called a lesson, as you say (Deuteronomy 32:2), "My 

lesson drops like the rain." - Obadiah ben Abraham of Bertinoro (c. 1445 – c. 1515), known as 

"The Bartenura."

What is the extra benefit of knowing that we (all human beings) were created 

in the image of God?

What is the extra benefit of knowing that we (the Jews) are children of the 

All-Present?

What is the extra benefit of knowing that we (the Jews) were given a gift so 

special (the Torah), that was used to create the world?

“The Twist” – Or the Lessons We Can Learn from This Text.

about:blank
about:blank
about:blank
about:blank
about:blank
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 Being ---------- (fill the blank – see below) is important. Knowing it takes it to 

a whole new level!

 Loved

 Good at something in particular, 

 Special, 

 Capable, 

 Blessed,

 Gifted, 

 Fortunate,

 Charming,

 And the list goes on…

Rabbi Akiva teaches us that being loved is valuable, and desirable (and certainly 

much better than the opposite). However, having the awareness of being loved takes 

your gift to a whole new level. 

How wonderful is waking up in the morning and going through life with the awareness 

that we were created in God’s image, that we are specially loved, and that we 

inherited a special gift!

Telling and showing others (our children, our congregants, our students) how loved/ 

good at something in particular/ special/ capable/ blessed/ gifted/ fortunate/ they 

are and making them aware of their gifts can make a real difference in their lives.


