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Will You Murder and Also Inherit?
I Kings 21: 1-29

Background to our Story

Prophecy and Prophets

The institution of prophecy is founded on the basic premise that God makes his will 
known to  chosen  individuals  in  successive  generations.   A  prophet  is  a  charismatic 
individual endowed with the divine gift of both receiving and imparting the message of 
revelation.  As the spokesman for the deity, he does not choose his profession but is 
chosen, often against his own will to convey the work of God to his people regardless of 
whether  or  not  they  wish  to  hear  it.   (Ezekiel  3:11)  A  prophet  does  not  elect  to 
prophesy, nor does he become a prophet by dint of a native or an acquired faculty on 
his part.  Prophecy is not a science to be learned or mastered.  There is no striving to be 
one with God, no  unio mystica, no indwelling of God within the spirit of the prophet 
through rapture, trances, or even spiritual contemplation.  The prophet is selected by 
God and is irresistibly compelled to deliver his message and impart His will, even if he 
personally disagrees with it.  He is consecrated to be set apart from his fellowmen and is 
destined to bear the responsibility and burden of being chosen.  Appointed messenger, 
he must translate his revelatory experience into the idiom of his people. The prophetic 
experience is one of confrontation.  The prophet is both a recipient and a participant. 
The individuality of the prophet is never curtailed.  No two prophets prophesied in the 
same  style.   Their  unique  literary  styles,  whether  expressed  in  prayers,  hymns, 
parables,  indictments,  sermons,  dirges,  letters,  mocking  and  drinking  sons  or  legal 
pronouncements,  bear  the  mark  of  independent  creativity.   The  divine  message  is 
refracted through the human prism.  This is dramatically brought out by the striking 
image of the prophets’ receiving, literally eating, God’s word and then bringing it forth. 
(Jeremiah 15.16ff: Ezekiel 3.1ff).  God speaks to the prophet and the prophet speaks 
out.  The divine revelation is delivered by a human agent.

The pre-classical prophets are referred to by four different names, ‘hozeh’, ‘ro’eh’, both 
meaning “seer,” ‘ish ha’-Elohim’ (“man of God”) and ‘navi’ (prophet). The last is also the 
standard term for the classical prophet. 

These early prophets played a prominent role in communal affairs and were often sought 
out and consulted for advice and asked to deliver oracles in the name of God. These 
early  prophets  were  both  clairvoyant  and  capable  of  predicting  future  events.   For 
example, Ahijah predicted the overthrow of Jeoboam’s house and the death of his son. 
The  prophets  did  not  merely  predict  the  future,  however.   They  often  performed 
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symbolic  acts,  which  dramatized  and  concretized  the  spoken  word.   Through  the 
dynamism of the spoken word is considered to have a creative effect in and of itself, it is 
given further confirmation by this act, which is efficacious and actually plays the role of 
the prime mover in creating and causing the coming into being of the event.

The pre-classical prophets should be viewed in the light of their successors, the classical 
prophets.  (1) The classical prophets rejected the cult and ritual and called for ethical 
monotheism.   (2) They rejected the nationalistic outlook of the popular prophets and 
replaced  it  with  their  concept  of  universalism.  (3)  The  pre-classical  prophets  were 
originally mantic; their main function was predicting the future.  The classical prophets, 
on the other hand, were interested in reproving their people in order to save them. (4) 
Whereas the popular prophets functioned as part of guilds, the classical prophets always 
appear alone (e.g. Amos 7:14). (5) The popular prophets were often ecstatics, given to 
intoxication  of  the  senses  (I  Sam.  19:20-24),  and  they  employed  musical 
accompaniment  to  induce  or  heighten  their  frenzy  (II  Kings  3:15).   The  classical 
prophets, however, for the most part pronounced their oracles soberly in clear control of 
their senses.

The Story’s Context

After King Solomon’s death, the kingdom splits in two: the kingdom of Judah in the 
south, whose capital is Jerusalem and the kingdom of Israel in the north, whose capital 
is Samaria. All the kings of Judah until the destruction of Jerusalem by the Babylonians 
belonged to the dynasty of David. The kings of Israel (the northern kingdom) succeeded 
each other counting five different dynasties until the fall of Samaria (721 B.C.E.). One of 
the most famous kings of the kingdom of Israel was Ahab son of Omri, who reigned 
between 874 B.C.E. and 853 B.C.E. The first book of Kings dedicates to Ahab 7 chapters 
in which it tells us what happened during his reign. In these 7 chapters, King Ahab is 
presented as a sinner, evil in the eyes of The Lord. Ahab’s main sin is idolatry (like the 
other kings of Israel). In Ahab’s case, his sin increases when Ahab takes Jezabel, the 
daughter of the king of Tzidon (today Lebanon) as his wife. Jezebel brought with her and 
introduced the cult to Baal in Israel. During the reign of Ahab, Prophet Elijah appears 
who  constantly  admonished  King  Ahab.  The  main  episodes  related  in  the  previous 
chapters are:

 Drought in Samaria (interpreted as a divine punishment)
 Elijah’s challenge to the false prophets at Mount Carmel
 Ahab defeats Ben-Hadad, king of Aram.

The inheritance of the land of Israel

Numbers 34:13-29

13. Moses commanded the children of Israel saying, "This is the Land which you are to 
apportion for inheritance through lot, that the Lord has commanded to give to the nine 
and a half tribes. 14. For the tribe of Reuben's descendants according to their fathers' 
house, and the tribe of Gad's descendants according to their fathers' house, and half the 
tribe of Manasseh have already received their inheritance. 15. The two and a half tribes 
have received their  inheritance on this side of the Jordan, near Jericho in the east, 
toward the sunrise." 16. The Lord spoke to Moses saying: 17. These are the names of the 
men who shall inherit the land on your behalf: Eleazar the kohen and Joshua the son of 
Nun. 18. You shall take one chieftain from each tribe to [help you to] acquire the land. 19. 

These are the names of the men: for the tribe of Judah, Caleb the son of Jephunneh.  20. 

For the tribe of the descendants of Simeon, Samuel the son of Ammihud.  21. For the tribe 
of Benjamin, Elidad the son of Chislon. 22. The chieftain for the tribe of the descendants 
of Dan, Bukki the son of Jogli. 23. For the descendants of Joseph; the chieftain for the 
tribe of the descendants of Manasseh, Hanniel the son of Ephod. 24. The chieftain for the 
tribe of the descendants of Ephraim, Kemuel the son of Shiphtan. 25. The chieftain for the 
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tribe of the descendants of Zebulun, Elizaphan the son of Parnach.  26. The chieftain for 
the tribe of the descendants of Issachar, Paltiel the son of Azzan.  27. The chieftain for the 
tribe of the descendants of Asher, Ahihud the son of Shelomi. 28. The chieftain of the 
tribe of the descendants of Naphtali, Pedahel the son of Ammihud.  29. These are the ones 
whom the Lord commanded to apportion the inheritance to the children of Israel in the 
land of Canaan. 

Numbers 36:7

7. Thus, the inheritance of the children of Israel will not be transferred from tribe to tribe, 
for each person from the children of Israel will remain attached to the inheritance of his 
father's tribe.

The Land of Israel (a little geography won’t hurt)

                   

The 9th Commandment (Exodus 20:13)

“…You shall not bear false witness against your neighbor.”

Punishment for Blasphemy and for cursing the King

Leviticus 24:10-23

10. Now, the son of an Israelite woman and he was the son of an Egyptian man went out 
among the children of Israel, and they quarreled in the camp this son of the Israelite 
woman, and an Israelite man. 11. And the son of the Israelite woman pronounced the 
[Divine]  Name and cursed.  So they brought  him to  Moses.  His  mother's  name was 
Shelomith  the  daughter  of  Dibri,  of  the  tribe  of  Dan.  12. They  placed  him  in  the 
guardhouse, [until his sentence would] be specified to them by the word of the Lord. 13. 

Then the Lord spoke to Moses, saying: 14. Take the blasphemer outside the camp, and all 
who heard [his blasphemy] shall lean their hands on his head. And the entire community 
shall stone him. 15. And to the children of Israel, you shall speak, saying: Any man who 
blasphemes his God shall bear his sin. 16. And one who blasphemously pronounces the 
Name of the Lord, shall be put to death; the entire community shall stone him; convert 
and resident alike if he pronounces the [Divine] Name, he shall be put to death.  17. And if 
a man strikes down any human being he shall be put to death.  18. And one who slays an 
animal shall pay for it [the value of] a life for the life [he took].  19. And a man who inflicts 
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an injury upon his fellow man just as he did, so shall  be done to him [namely,]  20. 

fracture for fracture, eye for eye, tooth for tooth. Just as he inflicted an injury upon a 
person, so shall it be inflicted upon him. 21. And one who injures an animal shall pay for 
it. And one who strikes a person shall be put to death. 22. One law shall be exacted for 
you, convert and resident alike, for I am the Lord, your God. 23. And Moses told [all this] 
to the children of Israel. So they took the blasphemer outside the camp and stoned him, 
and the children of Israel did just as the Lord had commanded Moses. 

Exodus 22:27

ר׃ אֹֽ  א תָ ךָ֖ לֹ֥ מְּ עַ יא בְ שִׂ֥ נָ ל וְ לֵּ֑  קַ א תְ ים לֹ֣ לֹהִ֖ אֱ
You shall not revile God, nor put a curse upon a chieftain among your people.

Will You Murder and Also Inherit?
I Kings 21:1-29

Cast of Characters - Who is Who in the story? (Part 1)

 Naboth the Jezreelite

 Ahab, king of Samaria

 The king’s wife, Jezebel

 The elders and the officials who were in his city

 Two unscrupulous men

 Elijah the Tishbite

וֹן׃ רֽ שֹׁמְ ךְ  לֶ מֶ֖ ב  אָ֔ ל אַחְ כַ֣ י ל הֵ צֶ אל אֵ֚ עֶ֑  יִזְרְ ר בְּ שֶׁ֣  י אֲ אלִ֖ עֵ יִּזְרְ וֹת הַ נָב֥ יָ֛ה לְ  ם הָ רֶ כֶּ֧ ה  לֶּ אֵ֔ ים הָ רִ֣  בָ דְּ ר֙ הַ י אַחַ יְהִ֗   וַ
ךָ֙ נָ֤ה לְ  תְּ אֶ י וְ יתִ֔ ל בֵּ צֶ אֵ֣ רוֹב֙  וּא קָ י ה֤ כִּ֣ ק  גַן־יָרָ֗ י לְ לִ֣ י־ יהִ ךָ֜ וִ מְ רְ אֶֽת־כַּ י  נָה־לִּ֨  ׀ תְּ מֹר֩ א וֹת ׀ לֵ ל־נָב֣ ב אֶ אָ֣  ר אַחְ בֵּ֣  יְדַ  וַ

זֶֽה׃ יר  חִ֥  ף מְ סֶ כֶ֖ ךָ֥  נָֽה־לְ  תְּ יךָ אֶ ינֶ֔ עֵ וֹב בְּ ם ט֣ נּוּ אִ֚ מֶּ֑  וֹב מִ ם ט֣ רֶ כֶּ֖ יו  תָּ֔ חְ י֙  תַּ ה לִּ ילָ לִ֤  ב חָ אָ֑  ל־אַחְ וֹת אֶ ר נָב֖ אמֶ יֹּ֥   וַ
לָֽךְ׃ י  תַ֖ בֹ  לַ֥ת אֲ  ת־נַחֲ י אֶ תִּ֛  תִּ ה מִ הֹוָ֔ יְ מֵֽ  

ת לַ֣  ת־נַחֲ ךָ֖ אֶ ן לְ תֵּ֥  ר לֹא־אֶ אמֶ יֹּ֕  י וַ אלִ֔ עֵ יִּזְרְ יו נָבוֹת֙ הַ לָ֗ ר אֵ בֶּ֣  ר־דִּ שֶׁ ר֙ אֲ בָ דָּ ל־הַ ף עַ זָעֵ֗ ר וְ סַ֣ וֹ  ית֜ ל־בֵּ ב אֶ אָ֨ בֹא֩ אַחְ יָּ  וַ
ם׃ לָֽחֶ כַל  אָ֥ יו וְלֹא־ נָ֖  ת־פָּ ב אֶ סֵּ֥ יַּ וֹ וַ ת֔ טָּ ל־מִ ב֙ עַ כַּ יִּשְׁ י וַ תָ֑ בוֹ ה־זֶּה֙  אֲ יו מַ לָ֗ ר אֵ בֵּ֣  דַ תְּ וֹ וַ תּ֑ שְׁ ל אִ זֶ֣בֶ י יו אִ לָ֖  א אֵ בֹ֥  תָּ  וַ

ם׃ לָֽחֶ ל  כֵ֥ אֹ ינְךָ֖  אֵ ה וְ רָ֔ ךָ֣ סָ ךָ֙  רוּחֲ מְ רְ אֶֽת־כַּ י  לִּ֤ נָה־ וֹ תְּ ר ל֗ מַ אֹ֣  י וָ אלִ֜ עֵ יִּזְרְ וֹת הַ ל־נָב֨ ר אֶ בֵּ֠ דַ כִּֽי־אֲ֠ יהָ  לֶ֗ ר אֵ בֵּ֣  יְדַ  וַ
י׃ מִֽ  רְ ת־כַּ ךָ֖ אֶ ן לְ תֵּ֥  ר לֹא־אֶ אמֶ יֹּ֕  יו וַ תָּ֑  חְ ם תַּ רֶ כֶ֖ ךָ֥  נָֽה־לְ  תְּ ה אֶ תָּ֔ ץ אַ פֵ֣  ם־חָ וֹ אִ ף א֚ סֶ כֶ֔  בְּ

ךָ֔ ן לְ תֵּ֣  נִי֙ אֶ ךָ אֲ בֶּ֔ ב לִ טַ֣ יִ ם֙ וְ לֶ֙חֶ ל־ כׇ וּם אֱ ל ק֤ אֵ֑  רָ ל־יִשְׂ ה עַ כָ֖ לוּ ה מְ שֶׂ֥  עֲ ה תַּ תָּ֛  ה עַ תָּ֕ וֹ אַ תּ֔ שְׁ ל אִ זֶ֣בֶ י יו֙ אִ לָ ר אֵ אמֶ תֹּ֤   וַ
לִֽי׃ א עֵ יִּזְרְ וֹת הַ ם נָב֥ רֶ כֶּ֖ ת־  אֶ

ר שֶׁ֣  ים֙ אֲ חֹרִ  ל־הַ אֶ נִ֤ים וְ  זְּקֵ ל־הַ ים[ אֶ רִ֗ פָ ח )הספרים( ]סְ לַ֣  שְׁ תִּ וֹ וַ מ֑ חֹתָ  ם בְּ תֹּ֖  חְ תַּ ב וַ אָ֔ ם אַחְ שֵׁ֣  ים֙ בְּ רִ פָ ב סְ תֹּ֤  כְ תִּ  וַ
וֹת׃ ת־נָבֽ ים אֶ בִ֖ יֹּשְׁ  וֹ הַ יר֔ עִ עָֽם׃  בְּ  אשׁ הָ רֹ֥  וֹת בְּ ת־נָב֖ יבוּ אֶ שִׁ֥ הֹ  וֹם וְ אוּ־צ֔ רְ קִֽ ר  מֹ֑ א ים לֵ רִ֖ פָ סְּ ב בַּ תֹּ֥  כְ תִּ יבוּ  וַ הוֹשִׁ֠  וְ֠

ת׃ מֹֽ יָ וְ הוּ  לֻ֖  קְ סִ וְ הוּ  אֻ֥ י וְהוֹצִ ךְ  לֶ מֶ֑  וָ ים  לֹהִ֖ כְתָּ אֱ רַ֥  ר בֵּ מֹ֔ א הוּ לֵ דֻ֣  יעִ וִ נֶגְדּוֹ֒  ל֮  עַ יַּ֘ לִ נֵֽי־בְ  ים בְּ שִׁ֥ נָ יִם אֲ נַ֨ שׂוּ֩  שְׁ יַּעֲ  וַ
ים רִ֔ פָ סְּ ר כָּתוּב֙ בַּ שֶׁ֤  ל כַּאֲ זָ֑בֶ י ם אִ הֶ֖ י לֵ ה אֲ חָ֥  לְ ר שָׁ שֶׁ֛  וֹ כַּאֲ יר֔ עִ ים֙ בְּ בִ יֹּֽשְׁ  ר הַ שֶׁ֤  ים אֲ חֹרִ֗  הַ ים וְ נִ֣  זְּקֵ וֹ הַ יר֜ י עִ  אַנְשֵׁ֨

הֶֽם׃ י לֵ ה אֲ חָ֖  לְ ר שָׁ שֶׁ֥  עָֽם׃  אֲ  אשׁ הָ רֹ֥  וֹת בְּ ת־נָב֖ יבוּ אֶ שִׁ֥ הֹ  וֹם וְ וּ צ֑ א֖ רְ וּ  קָ ב֣ יֵּשְׁ ל֮ וַ עַ יַּ֘ לִ נֵֽי־בְ  ים בְּ שִׁ֥ נָ אֲ י הָ נֵ֨ אוּ שְׁ בֹ֠ יָּ  וַ֠
יר עִ֔ וּץ לָ ח֣ הוּ֙ מִ אֻ֙ יֹּצִ  וַ ךְ  לֶ מֶ֑  וָ ים  לֹהִ֖ וֹת אֱ נָב֛ ךְ  רַ֥  ר בֵּ מֹ֔ א ם֙ לֵ עָ גֶד הָ נֶ֤  וֹת  ת־נָב֗ ל אֶ עַ יַּ֜ לִ בְּ י הַ הוּ֩ אַנְשֵׁ֨ דֻ֩  יְעִ וַ  נֶגְדּוֹ֒ 

ת׃ מֹֽ יָּ ים וַ נִ֖ בָ אֲ לֻ֥הוּ בָ  קְ יִּסְ ת׃  וַ מֹֽ יָּ וֹת וַ ל נָב֖ קַּ֥  ר סֻ מֹ֑ א ל לֵ זֶ֣בֶ י ל־אִ וּ אֶ ח֖ לְ וַֽיִּשְׁ  
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ם ׀ רֶ כֶּ֣ ת־ שׁ אֶ וּם רֵ֞ ב ק֣ אָ֗ ל־אַחְ ל אֶ בֶ יזֶ֜ ר אִ אמֶ תֹּ֨  ת וַ מֹ֑ יָּ וֹת וַ ל נָב֖ קַּ֥  י־סֻ ל כִּ בֶ יזֶ֔ עַ אִ מֹ֣  י֙ כִּשְׁ וַֽיְהִ י  אלִ֗ עֵ יִּזְרְ וֹת הַ  נָב֣
מֵֽת׃ י־ י כִּ חַ֖ וֹת  ין נָב֛ אֵ֥ י  כִּ֣ ף  סֶ כֶ֔ ךָ֣ בְ ת־לְ תֶ ן֙ לָ אֵ ר מֵ שֶׁ֤  ת  אֲ דֶ רֶ֛  ב לָ אָ֗ ם אַחְ יָּ֣קׇ  וֹת וַ ת נָב֑ מֵ֣ י  כִּ֣ ב  אָ֖  עַ אַחְ מֹ֥  י כִּשְׁ הִ֛ יְ  וַ

וֹ׃ תּֽ שְׁ רִ י לְ אלִ֖ עֵ יִּזְרְ וֹת הַ ם נָב֥ רֶ כֶּ֛ ל־ פ{} אֶ

ר׃ מֹֽ א י לֵ בִּ֖ שְׁ תִּ יָּ֥הוּ הַ  לִ ל־אֵ ה אֶ הֹוָ֔ ר־יְ בַ י֙ דְּ וַֽיְהִ נֵּה֙   וֹן הִ ר֑ שֹׁמְ  ר בְּ שֶׁ֣  ל אֲ אֵ֖  רָ ךְ־יִשְׂ לֶ ב מֶ אָ֥  את אַחְ רַ֛  קְ ד לִ וּם רֵ֗  ק֣
וֹ׃ תּֽ שְׁ רִ ם לְ שָׁ֖ ד  יָ֥רַ ר־ שֶׁ וֹת אֲ ם נָב֔ רֶ כֶ֣  יו  בְּ לָ֜ תָּ֨ אֵ רְ בַּ דִ תָּ וְ שְׁ רָ֑ גַם־יָ תָּ וְ חְ צַ֖  רָ ה הֲ הֹוָ֔ ר יְ מַ֣ ה אָ כֹּ֚ ר  מֹ֗ א יו לֵ לָ֜ תָּ֨ אֵ רְ בַּ דִ  וְ

ה׃ אָֽתָּ ךָ֖ גַּם־ מְ ת־דָּ ים אֶ בִ֛  לָ כְּ קּוּ הַ וֹת יָלֹ֧ ם נָב֔ דַּ֣ ת־ ים֙ אֶ בִ לָ כְּ וּ הַ ק֤ קְ ר לָ שֶׁ֨ וֹם אֲ ק֗ מְ ה בִּ הֹוָ֔ ר יְ מַ֣ ה אָ כֹּ֚ ר  מֹ֗ א ר  לֵ אמֶ יֹּ֤   וַ
וָֽה׃ הֹ נֵ֥י יְ י עֵ ע בְּ רַ֖  וֹת הָ שׂ֥ עֲ ךָ֔ לַ רְ כֶּ מַ תְ ן הִ עַ י יַ֚ אתִ צָ֔ ר מָ אמֶ יֹּ֣  י וַ בִ֑ יְ אֹֽ נִי  תַ֖ א צָ הַֽמְ הוּ  יָּ֔ לִ אֵ֣ ל־ אָב֙ אֶ י  אַחְ בִ֤  י מֵ נְנִ֨  הִ

אֵֽל׃  רָ יִשְׂ וּב בְּ ז֖ עָ וְ וּר  צ֥ עָ וְ יר  קִ֔ ין בְּ תִּ֣  שְׁ אָב֙ מַ אַחְ י לְ תִּ֤  רַ כְ הִ וְ יךָ  רֶ֑  י אַחֲ תִּ֖ רְ עַ ה וּבִ עָ֔ לֶ֙יךָ֙ רָ  ךָ֗  אֵ יתְ ת־בֵּ י אֶ תִּ֣  נָתַ  וְ
אֵֽל׃  רָ ת־יִשְׂ אֶ א  טִ֖ חֲ וַֽתַּ  תָּ  סְ עַ֔ כְ הִ ר  שֶׁ֣  אֲ ס֙  עַ כַּ֙ ל־הַ אֶ יָּ֑ה   חִ ן־אֲ בֶ א  שָׁ֣  עְ בַּ ית  בֵ֖  וּכְ ט  ן־נְבָ֔ בֶּ ם  עָ֣  בְ יָרׇ ית֙  בֵ ם־  כְּ גַ֨ וְ

עֶֽאל׃  ל יִזְרְ חֵ֥  ל בְּ בֶ זֶ֖ י ת־אִ וּ אֶ ל֥ יֹאכְ ים  בִ֛  לָ כְּ ר הַ מֹ֑ א ה לֵ וָ֖ הֹ ר יְ בֶּ֥  ל דִּ בֶ יזֶ֔ אִ ים  לְ בִ֑  לָ כְּ וּ הַ ל֖ יֹאכְ יר  עִ֔ אָב֙ בָּ אַחְ ת לְ מֵּ֤   הַ
יִם׃ מָֽ  שָּׁ וֹף הַ וּ ע֥ ל֖ יֹאכְ ה  דֶ֔ שָּׂ ת֙ בַּ מֵּ הַ  וְ

וֹ׃ תּֽ שְׁ ל אִ זֶ֥בֶ י וֹ אִ אֹת֖ ה  תָּ סַ֥  ר־הֵ שֶׁ ה אֲ וָ֑ הֹ י יְ נֵ֣ י עֵ ע בְּ רַ֖  וֹת הָ שׂ֥ עֲ ר לַ כֵּ֔ מַ תְ ר הִ שֶׁ֣  ב אֲ אָ֔ יָ֣ה כְאַחְ  ק לֹא־הָ ב  רַ֚ עֵ֣  יַּתְ  וַ
אֵֽל׃  רָ נֵ֥י יִשְׂ  י בְּ נֵ֖  פְּ ה מִ הֹוָ֔ ישׁ יְ רִ֣ ר֙ הוֹ שֶׁ י אֲ מֹרִ֔  אֱ וּ הָ שׂ֣ ר עָ שֶׁ֣  כֹל֙ אֲ  ים כְּ לִ֑  גִּלֻּ י הַ רֵ֣  כֶת אַחֲ לֶ֖  ד לָ אֹ֔  פ{} מְ

ךְ לֵּ֖  יְהַ ק וַ שָּׂ֔ ב בַּ כַּ֣  יִּשְׁ וֹם וַ יָּצ֑ וֹ וַ ר֖ שָׂ ל־בְּ ק עַ שַׂ֥ ם־ יָּשֶׂ יו וַ גָדָ֔ ע בְּ רַ֣  יִּקְ ה֙ וַ לֶּ אֵ֙ ים הָ רִ֤  בָ דְּ ת־הַ ב אֶ אָ֜ עַ אַחְ מֹ֨  י֩ כִשְׁ יְהִ  וַ
אַֽט׃ פ{} 

ר׃ מֹֽ א י לֵ בִּ֖ שְׁ תִּ יָּ֥הוּ הַ  לִ ל־אֵ ה אֶ הֹוָ֔ ר־יְ בַ י֙ דְּ וַֽיְהִ י   בִ֤ א־אָ י לֹֽ נַ֗ פָּ נַ֣ע מִ  כִּֽי־נִכְ ן  עַ י יַ֜ נָ֑  פָ לְּ ב מִ אָ֖  נַ֥ע אַחְ  כִּֽי־נִכְ יתָ  אִ֔ רָ  הֲֽ
וֹ׃ יתֽ ל־בֵּ ה עַ עָ֖  רָ יא הָ בִ֥ וֹ אָ נ֔ י בְ מֵ֣ י יו בִּ יָמָ֔ ה֙ בְּ עָ רָ  הָ

1 It happened after these events: There was a vineyard [belonging] to Naboth 

the  Jezreelite  in  Jezreel  that  was  adjacent  to  the  palace  of  Ahab,  king  of 

Samaria. 2 Ahab spoke to Naboth, saying, “Give me your vineyard so that I may 

have it as an herb garden, for it is close by my house; in its place l will give you 

a better vineyard, or, if you prefer, I will give you its price money.” 3 But Naboth 

said to Ahab, “Far be it from me before the Lord that I should give you my 

ancestors’ heritage!” 

 Why did Ahab want particularly Naboth’s vineyard?

Answer 1 ___________________________________________________

Answer 2 ___________________________________________________

Answer 3 ___________________________________________________

 Why doesn’t Naboth wish to sell his vineyard to Ahab?

4 Ahab came home sullen and angry over the matter that Naboth the Jezreelite 

had spoken to him, [when] he said, “I will not give you my ancestors’ heritage.” 

He lay on his bed, turned his face [to the wall] and would not eat any food.

Bonus  Why was Ahab sullen?

Bonus  Why was Ahab distressed?
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5 His wife Jezebel came to him and spoke to him, “Why is it that your mood is so 

sullen and you do not eat any food?”  6  He said to her, “Because I spoke to 

Naboth the Jezreelite, and said to him ‘Give me your vineyard for money, or, if 

you prefer, I will give you another vineyard in its place.’ But he said, ‘I will not 

give you my vineyard.’”

Bonus  What is Ahab omitting when he retells what transpires with 

Naboth to his wife Jezebel?

7 His wife Jezebel said to him, “Are you now exercising your sovereignty over 

Israel? Arise. Eat some food and let your heart be. I shall present you with the 

vineyard of Naboth the Jezreelite!”

 What is bothering Jezebel?

Extra Bonus  What is the difference between Ahab and Jezabel when 

they cannot get something they want?

8 She then wrote scrolls in Ahab’s name, sealing them with his signet, and she 

sent scrolls to the elders and the officials who were in his city, who dwelt with 

Naboth.a 9 She wrote in the scrolls, saying, “Declare a fast b and seat Naboth at 

the head of the people. 10 Then seat two unscrupulous people opposite him, who 

will testify against him, saying, ‘You blessed c God and the king!’  Then take him 

out and stone him, so he will die.” 11 The men of his city -- the elders and the 

officials who dwelt in his city - did as Jezebel had sent [word] to them, as was 

written in the scrolls that she had sent them. 12 They declared a fast and seated 

Naboth  at  the  head  of  the  people.  13  Two unscrupulous  men came and  sat 

opposite  him,  and  the  unscrupulous  men  testified  against  Naboth  in  the 

a 21:8. Although the people would not or could not control Ahab and Jezebel’s idolatry, they would 
not tolerate royal injustice Thus Jezebel resorted to the only “legal” avenue available: to conspire 
with corrupt officials to convict Naboth of a capital offense, thus allowing the King to confiscate his  
property (Radak; see v. 15).

b 21:9. Fast days were proclaimed in order to assemble the people for collective prayer and to 
determine what sins had to be remedied (Rashi).

c 21.10. This is a euphemism for blasphemy and cursing. Both the one who blasphemes and the 
one who curses the king are liable to death.
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presence of the people, saying, “Naboth has blessed God and the king.” Then 

they took him outside of the city and stoned him with stones, and he died.  14 

They then sent word to Jezebel, saying, “Naboth has been stoned and has died.”

Bonus  Why does the Biblical text use the euphemism ‘You blessed 

God and the king!’ to signify exactly the opposite?

15 When Jezebel heard that Naboth had been stoned and had died, Jezebel said 

to Ahab, ‘Arise and inherit d the vineyard of Naboth the Jezreelite, which he had 

refused to give you for money; for Naboth is not alive, for he is dead.” 

16 When  Ahab  heard  that  Naboth  had  died,  Ahab  arose  to  go  down to  the 

vineyard of Naboth the Jezreelite, to inherit it.

17 The word of the Lord then came to Elijah the Tishbite, saying, 18 “Arise and go 

down to meet Ahab, king of Israel, who [lives] in Samaria; behold he is at the 

vineyard of Naboth, which he has gone down to inherit.  19 You shall speak to 

him, saying, ‘Thus said the Lord: Will you murder and also inherit?’ Then you 

shall speak to him [further], saying, ‘Thus said the Lord: In the place where the 

dogs licked up the blood of Naboth, the dogs will lick up your blood as well.”

Why does the text use the expression “go down”?

Answer 1 __________________________________________________

Answer 2 __________________________________________________

20 Ahab said to Elijah, “Have you found me [guilty], my adversary?” He said, “I 

have found [you guilty], because you have sold yourself to do what is evil in the 

eyes of the Lord. 

Bonus  When confronted by Elijah, Ahab says: “Have you found me 

[guilty], my adversary?” What doesn’t Ahab say?

d 21:15. The Talmud gives two opinions for Ahab’s “right” to the property: (a) Naboth was put to 
death for sedition against the king and such a person forfeits his property to the royal estate; or 
(b) Ahab was Naboth’s next of kin and thus his legal heir.
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21 Behold! [says the Lord] I am bringing evil upon you, and I shall annihilate 

after  you,  and I  shall  eliminate  [every]  male  offspring  e from Ahab and  all 

property, whether hidden or public, in Israel. 22 And I shall set your house like 

the house of Jeroboam son of Nebat and like the house of Baasa son of Ahijah, 

because of the provocation with which you have provoked [Me], and because 

you caused Israel to sin.

23 the  Lord has spoken also  concerning  Jezebel,  saying,  ‘The dogs  shall  eat 

Jezebel in the Valley of Jezreel.’  24 Anyone [of the house] of Ahab who dies in 

the  city,  the  dogs  will  eat;  and  whoever  dies  in  the  field,  the  birds  of  the 

heavens will eat.”

Bonus  Elijah  admonishes  King  Ahab  personally,  but  not  his  wife 

Jezebel. Why?

Answer 1 ___________________________________________________

Answer 2 ___________________________________________________

Answer 3 ___________________________________________________

25 (There had never been anyone like Ahab, who sold himself to do what was evil 

in the eyes of the Lord, because Jezebel his wife had incited him. 26 He became 

very depraved, going after idols, according to all that was done by the Amorite, 

whom the Lord had driven out from before the Children of Israel.)

Bonus  How did Ahab sell himself?

Answer 1 ___________________________________________________

Answer 2 ___________________________________________________

Answer 3 ___________________________________________________

27 It  happened that  when Ahab heard these words,  he tore  his  clothes  and 

placed sackcloth upon his skin and fasted; he slept with the sackcloth, and he 

walked about slowly.

Bonus  Why did King Ahab display signs of mourning upon hearing 

Elija’s rebuke?

Answer 1 ___________________________________________________

Answer 2 ___________________________________________________

e 21:21. See I Kings 14:10.

8



Bonus  How do we know that King Ahab’s mourning was sincere?

Answer 1 ___________________________________________________

Answer 2 ___________________________________________________

Answer 3 ___________________________________________________

28 The word of the Lord came to Elijah the Tishbite, saying,  29 “Have you seen 

that Ahab has humbled himself before Me? Since he has humbled himself before 

Me, I will not bring the evil during his days; I will rather bring the evil upon his 

house in the days of his son.”

Bonus  At the beginning of our story, King Ahab was sullen, and at the 

end of our story he is sullen. What is the difference between these two 

seamingly equal feelings?

Bonus  As a result of Ahab humbling himself before God, he would be 

spared to witness the demise of his house. Why would that be considered 

an act of kindness from God? 

 Isn’t death the greatest punishment? (Examine the following sources)

Genesis 25:7
7. And these are the days of the years of Abraham's life that he lived: one hundred 
years and seventy years and five years. 8. And Abraham expired and died in a good old 
age, old and satisfied, and he was gathered to his people. 9. And Isaac and Ishmael his 
sons buried him in the Cave of Machpelah in the field of Ephron the son of Zohar the 
Hittite, which faces Mamre.

Genesis 35: 27-29
27. And Jacob came to his father Isaac, to Mamre, Kiriath arba, which is Hebron, where 
Abraham and Isaac dwelt. 28. The days of Isaac were a hundred and eighty years. 29. 
And Isaac expired and died and was gathered in to his peoples, old and sated with days, 
and his sons, Esau and Jacob, buried him. 

Exodus 4: 22-23
22. And you shall say to Pharaoh, 'So said the Lord, "My firstborn son is Israel." ' 23. So 
I say to you, 'Send out My son so that he will worship Me, but if you refuse to send him 
out, behold, I am going to slay your firstborn son.' "

I Kings 2: 5-6
5. Moreover, you also know what Joab the son of Zeruiah did to me, (and) what he did 
to the two captains of the hosts of Israel, to Abner the son of Ner, and to Amasa the son 
of Jether, whom he slew, and shed the blood of war in peace and put the blood of war  
upon his girdle (that was) about his loins, and in his shoes that (were) on his feet. 6. 
And you shall do according to your wisdom, and do not let his hoary head go down to 
the grave in peace. 

I Kings 21:19-22
19. And you shall speak to him saying, 'So said the Lord, "Have you murdered and also 
inherited?" And you shall speak to him saying, 'Thus said the Lord; "In the place that the 
dogs have licked the blood of Naboth, shall the dogs lick your blood, even yours!"' 20. 
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And Ahab said to Elijah, "Have you found me, my enemy?" And he said, "I have found 
[you] because you have sold yourself to do what is bad in the eyes of the Lord. 21. I will 
bring disaster upon you and I will expunge after you and I will cut off from Ahab every 
male child and those that are restrained and those that are free in Israel. 22. And I will 
make your house as the house of Jeroboam, the son of Nebat and the house of Baasha 
the son of Ahijah, because of the anger which you have angered [Me] and you have 
caused Israel to sin.

I Kings 21:23-24
23. And also concerning Jezebel, the Lord spoke saying, 'The dogs will eat Jezebel in the 
valley of Jezreel. 24. The dead of Ahab in the city will be eaten by the dogs, and the 
dead in the fields the fowl of the sky will eat.' "

I Kings 21:29
29. "Have you seen that Ahab is submissive to me? Because he has humbled himself 
before Me, I will not bring the disaster in his days; in the days of his son I will bring the 
disaster on his house." 

Extra Bonus  If  King Ahab had come to you for advice before the 

beginning of his kingship, what advice would you have given him?

Answer 1 ___________________________________________________

Answer 2 ___________________________________________________

Answer 3 ___________________________________________________

Wrapping Up: Cast of Characters - Who is who in the story? (Part 2)

1. Naboth the Jezreelite – since he does the right thing, he doesn’t need to 

change

2. The king’s wife, Jezebel – she is beyond change

3. The corrupt elders and the officials who were in his city – they better 

change!

4. Two unscrupulous men – they are also beyond change

5. Elijah the Tishbite – he is the one who tells what needs to be changed

6. Ahab, king of Samaria – he should change, and he can change, but…
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