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Poor, Misunderstood Hannah
Numbers 16:1-18-7

Gerbrand van den Eeckhout: The Infant Samuel brought by Hannah to Eli, Early 1660s.

Background to Our Story

Ramathaim-Zophim

Ramathaim-Zophim, also called Ramah and Ramatha, is a city from the Hebrew Bible, the
hometown and resting place of prophet Samuel. The name of the town means "the heights
of the views."

Ramah is the home of Elkanah, Samuel's father (1 Samuel 1:19; 2:11), the birthplace of
Samuel and the seat of his authority (1 Sam. 2:11; 7:17). The town is frequently mentioned
in the history of that prophet and of David (1 Sam. 15:34; 16:13; 19:18-23). Here Samuel
died and was buried (1 Sam. 25:1).

The historian Josephus distinguishes between Ramathaim, "a city of the tribe of Ephraim,"
and Ramah, the burial place of Samuel the prophet, but he does not explicitly say that these
were two different places.

Nabi Samwil stands about 5 miles north-west of Jerusalem, and is held by an originally
Christian tradition dating back to the Byzantine period to be the resting place of the prophet
Samuel. The site comprises what is now the Israeli Nebi Samuel National Park, with its most
prominent feature being a two-story Crusader fortress, now used as a mosque and a Jewish
Orthodox synagogue.

The Sanctuary in Shiloh
4 Al Overview

Shiloh was the central religious and political capital of ancient Israel where the portable
Tabernacle (or Mishkan) housing the Ark of the Covenant rested for over 300 years
(traditionally 369 years) from the time of Joshua until its destruction by the Philistines.
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Cast of Characters - Who is Who in the story? (Part 1)
e Elkanah, husband of Peninnah and Hannah
* Peninnah, fertile wife of Elkanah
« Hannah, barren wife of Elkanah
* Eli, the Priest at Shiloh
* Hophni and Phinehas, the two sons of Eli, the Priest.

* Samuel, Elkanah and Hannah's son
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I Samuel, Chapter 1

1 There was a certain man from Ramathaim, of the Zuphites from the hill
country of Ephraim, whose name was Elkanah son of Jeroham, the son of
Elihu, the son of Tohu, the son of Zuph, an Ephraimite. 2 He had two wives;
one was called Hannah and the other Peninnah. Peninnah had children, but
Hannah had none.

o |
“Peninnah had children, but Hannah had none.” This is a fact
that doesn’t require explanation, neither according to the text nor
according to its characters.

3 Year after year this man went up from his town to worship and sacrifice to
the Lord Almighty at Shiloh, where Hophni and Phinehas, the two sons of Eli,
were priests of the Lord.

ﬂ Why did Elkanah go up to Shiloh year after year to worship and sacrifice
to the Lord Almighty at Shiloh?

Answer 1
Answer 2
Answer 3
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The text tells us that Hophni and Phinehas, the two sons of Eli,
were priests of the Lord. This information might not be relevant now, but it
will be relevant later.

* Whenever the day came for Elkanah to sacrifice, he would give portions of
the meat to his wife Peninnah and to all her sons and daughters. ® But to
Hannah he gave a double portion because he loved her, and the Lord had
closed her womb.

ﬂ Why did Elkanah give a double portion of meat to Hannah?

Answer 1
Answer 2

¢ Because the Lord had closed Hannah’s womb, her rival kept provoking her
in order to irritate her.

ﬂ Why did Peninnah provoke Hannah?

Answer 1
Answer 2

7 This went on year after year. Whenever Hannah went up to the house of
the Lord, her rival provoked her till she wept and would not eat. ® Her
husband Elkanah would say to her, “Hannah, why are you weeping? Why
don’t you eat? Why are you downhearted? Don’t I mean more to you than
ten sons?”

Bonus ﬂ How do we know that Elkanah knows already the answer to his
questions?

Extra Bonus ﬂ Why doesn’t Hannah answer Elkanah’s last question?

Answer 1
Answer 2

Answer 3
Answer 4

? Once when they had finished eating and drinking in Shiloh, Hannah stood
up. Now Eli the priest was sitting on his chair by the doorpost of the Lord’s
house. ° In her deep anguish Hannah prayed to the Lord, weeping bitterly.
1 And she made a vow, saying, “Lord Almighty, if you will only look on your
servant’s misery and remember me, and not forget your servant but give
her a son, then I will give him to the Lord for all the days of his life, and no
razor will ever be used on his head.”
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Extra Bonus ﬂ Hannah has been barren for many years, and this was not
the first time Hannah ascended to Shiloh, nor the first time Peninnah
provoked her. What prompted her to pray in deep anguish, weeping
bitterly?

Answer 1
Answer 2

Answer 3
Answer 4

12 As she kept on praying to the Lord, Eli observed her mouth. ** Hannah was
praying in her heart, and her lips were moving but her voice was not heard.
Eli thought she was drunk **and said to her, “How long are you going to stay
drunk? Put away your wine.”

ﬂ Why does Eli, the Priest misjudge Hannah?

Answer 1
Answer 2

13“Not so, my lord,” Hannah replied, “I am a woman who is deeply troubled.
I have not been drinking wine or beer; I was pouring out my soul to the
Lord. *®* Do not take your servant for a wicked woman; I have been praying
here out of my great anguish and grief.”

7 Eli answered, “Go in peace, and may the God of Israel grant you what you
have asked of him.”

18 She said, “May your servant find favor in your eyes.” Then she went her
way and ate something, and her face was no longer downcast.

ﬂ Why isn’t Hannah’s face no longer downcast?

Answer 1
Answer 2
Answer 3

19 Early the next morning they arose and worshiped before the Lord and then
went back to their home at Ramah. Elkanah made love to his wife Hannah,
and the Lord remembered her. 2° So in the course of time Hannah became
pregnant and gave birth to a son. She named him Samuel, saying, “"Because
I asked the Lord for him.”

The etymology of the name Samuel (Shmuel) is closer to God
listened (Shama El). However, Hannah gives us her own etymology:
“"Because I asked the Lord for him.” Hannah is the true heroine here. She
overcame pain, embarrassment, and frustration; was misunderstood and

misjudged and prevailed at the end.
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21 When her husband Elkanah went up with all his family to offer the annual
sacrifice to the Lord and to fulfill his vow, *> Hannah did not go. She said to
her husband, “After the boy is weaned, I will take him and present him
before the Lord, and he will live there for good.”

23 “"Do what seems best to you,” her husband Elkanah told her. “Stay here
until you have weaned him; only may the Lord fulfill His word.” So the
woman stayed at home and nursed her son until she had weaned him.

ﬂ Why doesn’t Hannah go to Shiloh with her family?

Answer 1
Answer 2
Answer 3

24 After he was weaned, she took the boy with her, young as he was, along
with three bulls, one ephah of flour and a skin of wine, and brought him to
the house of the Lord at Shiloh. ?®* When the bull had been sacrificed, they
brought the boy to Eli, ?® and she said to him, “Pardon me, my lord. As
surely as you live, I am the woman who stood here beside you praying to
the Lord. ?’I prayed for this child, and the Lord has granted me what I asked
of him. 22 So now I give him to the Lord. For his whole life he will be given
over to the Lord.” And he worshiped the Lord there.

—— Hannah knows how to ask, and knows how to say, “thank you.”

I Samuel, Chapter 2

1 Then Hannah prayed and said:

“My heart rejoices in the Lord;
I have triumphed through the Lord.
My mouth boasts over my enemies,
for I delight in your deliverance.

2“There is no one holy like the Lord;
there is no one besides you;
there is no Rock like our God.

3“Do not keep talking so proudly

or let your mouth speak such arrogance,
for the Lord is a God who knows,

and by him deeds are weighed.

*“The bows of the warriors are broken,
but those who stumbled are armed with strength.
®*Those who were full hire themselves out for food,
6
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but those who were hungry are hungry no more.
She who was barren has borne seven children,
but she who has had many sons pines away.

“The Lord brings death and makes alive;
he brings down to the grave and raises up.
’The Lord sends poverty and wealth;
he humbles and he exalts.
8 He raises the poor from the dust
and lifts the needy from the ash heap;
he seats them with princes
and has them inherit a throne of honor.

“For the foundations of the earth are the Lord’s;
on them he has set the world.
?He will guard the feet of his faithful servants,
but the wicked will be silenced in the place of darkness.

“It is not by strength that one prevails;
10 those who oppose the Lord will be broken.
The Most High will thunder from heaven;

the Lord will judge the ends of the earth.

“He will give strength to his king
and exalt the horn of his anointed.”

Finally, Hannah can put her feelings into words. This is a
cathartic song dedicated to God ("...there is no Rock like our God.”), but
also to her rival, Peninnah (I have triumphed through the Lord. My mouth
boasts over my enemies”), and perhaps to her husband, who “didn’t get
her,” and to Eli, the Priest, who rushed to judge her. Through the words of
Hannah’s song of triumph, we can get a glimpse of her previous immense
silent suffering.

1 Then Elkanah went home to Ramah, but the boy ministered before the
Lord under Eli the priest.

Cast of Characters - Who is Who in the story? (Part 2)

* Elkanah, husband of Peninnah and Hannah: he means well, but doesn’t “get”
his wife. His question: "Don’t I mean more to you than ten sons?” is not even
worthy of an answer.

* Peninnah, fertile wife of Elkanah: She provokes Hannah where it hurts more.
We might be able to explain her behavior (she is not beloved as her rival),

but we can cannot justify it.



Hannah, barren wife of Elkanah: She knows what she wants and transforms
the greatest pain into the most powerful silent prayer.

Eli, the Priest at Shiloh: He misreads and misjudges Hannah. To his credit, he
accepts Hannah'’s rebuke and blesses her.

Hophni and Phinehas, the two sons of Eli, the Priest: The text doesn't tell us
too much about them at this point, but we will learn about their wickedness
in the verses immediately following Hannah’s prayer.

Samuel, Elkanah and Hannah’s son: our dramatic story serves as a prelude

to his prophetic calling.
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“"And there was a certain man of Ramathaim-Zophim, of Mount Ephraim, and his name
was Elkanah. And he had two wives; the name of the one was Hannah, and the name of
the other Peninna; and Peninna had children, but Hannah had no children.” (I Samuel
1:1&2)

Some of you may be familiar with the book Jerusalem Chronicles: News of the Past,

published originally in 1954 by the Reubeni Foundation in Jerusalem. It is a unique book
that presents 4,000 years of Jewish history in a newspaper format. The book, which was
originally published in three volumes, was reprinted in a one-volume edition in 1993 and
I am sure it is still available out there. It is a great book which exposes the readers to the
main biblical, Talmudic, medieval and modern Jewish heroes and the main events in their
lives in a lively way, as if the reader was reading about them in a daily newspaper. Some
of the main headlines are: “Prince Moses is a Hebrew,” “Joshua Crushes Five Kings,”
“Saul Becomes Israel’s First King”, and “Jerusalem Falls; Temple in Flames.” The

Jerusalem Chronicles has letters to the editors, the Woman’s Corner, and even ads; all in

the style of the time a particular issue tries to portray.

As with regular newspapers, not every single event that transpired in the last 4,000

years of Jewish history is presented in the Jerusalem Chronicles, but only “news that’s fit

to print,” and therefore, we shouldn’t be surprised that the story of today’s Haftarah

didn't make it into the Jerusalem Chronicles.

The opening story in the First Book of Samuel is, like many biblical stories, an ordinary
one. A certain man has two wives (today that alone might make the headlines in the

newspaper, but not in biblical times); one wife has children and the other doesn't.

“"And this man went out of his city yearly to worship and to sacrifice to the Lord of hosts
in Shiloh” (I Samuel 1:3).

Our story takes place during the yearly pilgrimage of Elkanah to Shiloh, where a man and

his household pay homage to the God of Israel.
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The two wives don't get along. The fertile one is not beloved and the beloved one is not

fertile. The fertile wife is jealous and provokes the barren one, who, in turn, cries.

"And as he did so year by year, when she went up to the house of the Lord, so she
provoked her; therefore she wept, and did not eat. Then said Elkanah her husband to
her, Hannah, why do you weep? and why do you not eat? and why is your heart grieved?

am I not better to you than ten sons?” (I Samuel 1:7-8)

Poor Hannah; not only is she barren but her husband doesnt get it. Elkanah, a
narcissistic biblical “provider,” has wealth and glamour to spare, but cannot reach his

wife’s heart.

A sad story, but certainly not fit to print.

How many of these stories do we have in the City of New York? How many

misunderstood husbands and wives live in the Borough of Queens?

Sad stories, indeed, but they wouldn’t make it in the "New York Times,” or even in the

“Queens Tribune.”

However, these are the stories that made it into the Jewish Bible; these are the stories at
the core of our Jewish and human identity. Abraham and Sarah; Isaac and Rebecca;
Jacob, Rachel, and Leah; and Hannah and her rival made it into the most holy of the

books and I say, as I learned in Roanoke, Virginia, “Praised be the Lord for that.”

Hannah’s story is not news fit to print but made it into the Bible not because of Hannah's

suffering, but because of what Hannah did with her suffering.

Hannah became the prototype, according to the rabbis in the Talmud, of an average

person who transforms her suffering into a spiritual journey.

How did it happen? How did it happen that Hannah prayed for the first time? How did it
happen that she poured out her soul to Hashem? How did it occur to her to address God
personally? How did it happen that she spoke in her heart; and only her lips moved, but

her voice was not heard?
10



I will tell you how it didn’t happen: It didn’t happen overnight.

Hannah had been going to Shiloh for many years.

Hannah watched Peninnah bear children one after the other, and had endured her
taunting for many years.

Hannah was also misunderstood by her husband for many years.

Hannah suffered in silence for many, many years.

And one day, with no particular reason for it being that day, she transformed her
suffering into a bitter lamentation, into a promise, into prayer, into a spiritual journey.
Not a prayer from a prayer book (please rise and turn to page 510 for Aleinu), not a
prayer in Hebrew, or a responsive prayer in English, but a prayer from the heart, a

soundless prayer.

Eli the Priest is in charge in Shiloh (he by the way has his own tzures with his children)
and, as it happens many times with the religious establishment, Eli doesn’t “read”

Hannah correctly.

"And Hannah spoke in her heart; only her lips moved, but her voice was not heard;
therefore Eli thought that she was drunk. And Eli said to her, ‘How long will you be

drunk? Put away your wine from you’ (I Samuel 1:13-14).

Poor Hannah; her husband doesn’t get it, and neither does Eli, the Priest. She came for
comfort and was told about the bylaws; she was looking for God and was told about the
building fund.

But Hannah is determined and understands that there is more to religion than obnoxious
rabbis and fatty sacrifices. In her bitterness she is still polite and explains herself. No,
she is not drunk, only sad and bitter. Eli the Priest blesses her (he didn’t say "I am

sorry,” but close enough).

Hannah’s spiritual journey doesn’t end there. She is blessed with a child and shows her
appreciation to God, not only by fulfilling her vow religiously, but also by translating her

joy into words: “My heart rejoices in the Lord” (I Samuel 2: 1).

11



I don’t know what would have happened if God had not granted Hannah’s wish. I like to
believe that once you open a small window to God’s presence in your life, God stays

there with you, either to grant your request or to comfort you in His denial.

The Torah - in the broader sense of the word - is not about milestones in Jewish history,
and that is the reason why Hannah's personal story was included in our most sacred text

but not in the Jerusalem Chronicles. The Torah is about average people, like you and me,

with personal challenges and crises, like yours and mine, and their encounters with the

Divine, mostly products of these challenges.

Spiritual encounters don’t happen overnight. They take time and are usually catapulted
by personal or family crisis: sickness, the death of a son, a bad divorce, the loss of a job,
the death of a parent, anxiety or depression. Occasionally we find a spiritual reawakening
after the birth of a child or grandchild, or after reading a particular book or being in the

presence of a very special person.

Spiritual experiences are very personal, and so we see a husband who “gets God” but not
his wife, a child but not her parents. Spiritual roads are not straightforward; on the

contrary, they are paved with obstacles and misunderstandings, as we read this morning.

Meaningful religious experiences can happen, and did happen, in isolated places, like
deserts, mountains and caves. However, the ultimate test to the religious experience is
within the community, within our families, with our friends and fellow congregants, in the

way we do business, and in the way we treat others.

Finally, encounters with the Divine, are not the sole inheritance of Jews or observant
people. Still, our rich Jewish tradition, with its texts and languages, with its laws and
rituals, with its complexity and beauty, has the potential of making it happen; and when
individuals are transformed; then the community as a whole is transformed. Although
such transformations don’t necessarily take place in the synagogue, they can take place

in the synagogue and, I believe, they are taking place, slowly, in our synagogue.

As a rabbi, as the religious leader of Hillcrest Jewish Center, I would like to see myself as
a facilitator of such spiritual transformations, experiences and encounters. Through
classes, prayers, and shared experiences, I strive to enable my congregants to find the

presence of God within themselves and within others, while I do the same, while I keep
12



searching, while I work on my own spiritual journey, within my community, within my

people.

May this be a year of meaningful encounters! May we find God’s presence in the

soundless speech, in the richness of our tradition, and in the diversity of our community!

1anan 72w My

May all of us be inscribed for a good, sweet, healthy and meaningful year!
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-Did you feel it?

-No, I didn’t. What are you talking about?

-The earthquake. You didn't feel it?

-No, I didn’t. Which earthquake?

-An earthquake in Virginia. It's all over the news! Check Facebook or turn on the TV
and you will see.

-I am in the car. Let me ask Silvia to check.

Everybody is talking about it. It's all over Facebook. Apparently it happened a few
minutes ago outside Washington DC. They evacuated buildings in New York City. I
didn’t feel a thing.

Yes mom, I am telling you I am OK. No mom, Virginia is in the middle of the East
Coast and we are in the Northeast. We are fine, mom, the children are fine, nothing
to worry. No, I don’t know how many deaths. I just found out myself. It is all over
the news in Israel? I believe you mom. I'll call you later; daddy is calling, probably

to check if we are OK.

-You are welcome to come to us!

-What are you talking about?

-Irene, what else?

-Who is Irene?

-The hurricane, it is going to go straight through the middle of Queens. You should
leave your home.

-And go where?

-To our home, safety is primary. If you want to stay, that’s your prerogative, but
send Silvia and the children to our place in New Jersey.

-And who told you that New Jersey won't be hit?

-New Jersey? No. They show the lines going through the middle of Queens.
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Yes mom, I am telling you we are OK. No mom, just lots of rain. Yes mom, we lost
power. No, mom, no flooding, thank God. Yes mom, we have drinkable water. No
mom, I didn’t have time to think about the food in the refrigerator. Yes mom, I will.
No, mom. Yes, mom. No, mom. I don’t have too much battery. Daddy is calling, let

me speak to him. Love you. Yes, I will be careful.

At the end of the summer New Yorkers experienced two unusual nature-related
phenomena. First, an earthquake whose epicenter was in Virginia, 300 miles away,
but was felt all over the Tri-Borough area (with the exception of Silvia and me).
Second, Irene, a powerful hurricane, later on degraded to a tropical storm, which
hit the northeast, leaving 44 dead, many more homeless, and hundreds of

thousands without power.

By the way, I find it amusing and quite unfair that hurricanes are being named with
human names. I am sure a few among us are named Irene, and we have at least
one Katrina. Then poor you, you need to hear people say: “Irene was terrible!” Or:
“I hope Irene doesnt pass near us!”Or: “Katrina was devastating, the worse in
years!” And maybe other things which I am not allowed to repeat in the synagogue.
Silvia assures me that I don’t have to worry. That nobody is going to name a
hurricane “"Manes” even if they run eventually out of hames. But still, you get the

point.

Earthquakes and hurricanes are not the same. However, they have a lot in
common. One of their common characteristics is that they are arbitrary and,
therefore, you are near the epicenter or you are not; you are in the path of the
hurricane or you miss it. Paraphrasing the words of “Unetane Tokef”: How many
will be hit and how many will be spared? Who will tremble and who won’t? Who will
lose power for four days and who only for one day? Who will feel it at home and
who at work? Whose basement will be flooded and whose will remain dry? Whose

nearby tree will be uprooted, and whose house will be hit by it?

Personal suffering is very much like the path of a hurricane although the simile of
an earthquake might be more accurate. When one human being suffers, others
might be affected to different degrees, depending how far they are from the
epicenter.

-I heard he has cancer.
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-Yes, I heard it, too. It is terrible, poor wife and children. What are we doing
Saturday night?

-They fired 150 people in my company”
-What about you?”
-Thank God, I was spared.”

-I heard her daughter is being bullied in school, but my child has a nice group of

friends!”

I am so sorry to hear about your loss. Please, call me if you need anything! I've got

to go now.”

How many will be hit and how many will be spared? Who will tremble and who
won’t? Who will lose his job and who won’t? Who will be sick and who will be
healthy? Who will be able to save for retirement and who will need to depend on his
children? Who will be touched by the lucky star and who by the bad one?

The haftarah reading this morning introduces us to four characters: Hannah, the
childless woman, Peninnah, the rival, Elkanah, the husband, and Eli, the Priest.
Hannah, the childless woman, is at the epicenter of our story. She is the one

suffering. The path of the hurricane passes right over her.

Elkanah, the husband, is one circle removed from the epicenter. He loves Hannah,
no doubt, and he hears her moan and sees her tears. Her suffering, however, is not
his. He has many children already, so he doesn’t quite get it. Elkanah is successful,
he is very busy, and when he gets overwhelmed by Hannah’s suffering, there is
always Peninnah, waiting for him.

Peninnah is the rival. She and Hannah share the love of Elkanah, although it is
more 30% - 70%, than 50% - 50%. Although Peninnah has many children, when it
comes to Elkanah’s love, Hannah is the favorite one. Peninnah knows it and taunts

Hannah, hitting her where it hurts the most.

Eli the Priest is the establishment. He is the rabbi, the leader, the one who
represents society with its norms and rules. He knows how to read the holy books

but he doesn’t know how to read the human heart. Eli's menu of spiritual
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possibilities is extremely limited: sacrifices and words. No tears, no silences, no
shaking of the body and the soul. Eli the Priest is also the judge and therefore he is
always ready to judge others. Eli the Priest volunteers his opinion whether it is

wanted or not.

Elkanah lost power for a few hours. Peninnah lives in a different state and doesn’t
care. Eli the Priest believes that people should upgrade their insurance policies and,

from the comfort of his office in the city, tells others what to do.

Hannah, however, is right at the epicenter, right in the path of the storm. She lost
power, and her basement is flooded, and the food in the refrigerator is gone, and
her insurance doesn’t cover floods, and a huge tree fell right on her roof and she is

bitter and lonely.

“"And her adversary also provoked her bitterly, to irritate her, because the Lord had
closed her womb” (I Samuel 1:6).
Hannah suffers and Peninnah adds salt to the wound. She shows off her success in

front of Hannah, and Hannah doesn’t say anything. What could she say?

"Then Elkanah her husband said to her, Hannah, why do you weep? And why do
you not eat? And why is your heart grieved? Am I not better to you than ten sons?”
(I Samuel 1:8).

Elkanah doesn’t get it. He is oblivious. Why do you weep, Hannah? I love you!

Hannah thinks: How can you say you love me if you cannot even feel my pain?

“"And Hannah spoke in her heart; only her lips moved, but her voice was not heard;
therefore Eli thought that she was drunk. And Eli said to her, how long will you be
drunk? Put away your wine from you.” (I Samuel 1:13-14)

Eli the Priest doesn’t understand pain. He is a man of the spirit, but the spirit eludes
him. Eli cannot relate to Hannah’s suffering, only to the letter of the law. When
confronted with his misperception, he mutters a blessing, in lieu of an apology.
Peninnah is arrogant, Elkanah is oblivious, Eli is judgmental, and poor Hannah

stands alone, at the epicenter of her suffering, at the mercy of the merciless storm.

Did you feel it?

No, I didn’t. What are you talking about?
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Elkanah the husband, Peninnah the rival, and Eli the priest are not only biblical
characters, but prototypes of different ways not to relate to the pain and suffering
of the others.

On the other hand, our society, our community, our congregation and our families,
have many Hannahs, suffering in loneliness at the epicenter of their personal
storms; Hannahs who are, more often than not, judged, misunderstood, and

ignored.

Feeling an earthquake or being in the path of a hurricane is not a matter of choice
(you feel it or you don’t; you are there or you aren’t).

The ability to feel the pain of the other, however, is a matter of a special sensitivity,
one that can be trained, a sensitivity we all can work on it, we all should work on it.
The High Holy Days can be seen, should be seen, as a spiritual journey, one that
has the potential to transform us, to make us more attuned, more sensitive, to the
cry and suffering of our neighbors, our co-workers, our classmates, our fellow
congregants, our spouses. We might never be able to feel the exact pain they feel
at the epicenter of their storms, but we can certainly learn how to move one or two

circles closer.

So, did you feel it?
No, I didn’t, but I am working on it.

As we begin these new High Holy Days, as we embark together on this joint
spiritual journey, may we have the honesty to see our deep spiritual need to
become more attuned to the suffering and struggling of our fellow human beings;
may we recognize our potential to become more sensitive human beings, and may
we find the strength and the courage to change.

May Hashem bless all of us and our loved ones with a good, sweet, healthy, joyous

and meaningful year! Amen!
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