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Is it not enough for you?
Understanding and Addressing Korah’s Revolt

(A Story in Two Acts)
Numbers 16:1-18-7

Background to Our Story

Levites’ Family Tree

Leviticus 10:1-2
1 Now Aaron’s sons Nadab and Abihu each took his fire pan, put fire in it, and laid incense on 
it; and they offered before the Lord alien fire, which He had not enjoined upon them.2 And 
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fire came forth from the Lord and consumed them; thus they died at the instance of the 
Lord.

Numbers 4:1-4
1 The Lord spoke to Moses and Aaron, saying: 2 Take a [separate] census of the Kohathites 
among the Levites, by the clans of their ancestral house, 3 from the age of thirty years up to 
the age of fifty, all who are subject to service, to perform tasks for the Tent of Meeting. 4 

This is the responsibility of the Kohathites in the Tent of Meeting: the most sacred objects.

Cast of Characters - Who is Who in the story? (Part 1)

 Korah, son of Izhar, son of Kohath, son of Levi 

 Dathan and Abiram, sons of Eliab (son of Pallu, son of Reuben) 

 On, son of Peleth (descendant of Reuben)

 250 Israelites, chieftains of the community, chosen in the assembly, men of 

repute 

 The People

 Moses

 Aaron

 God

ט״ז

בֵֽן׃ אוּ נֵ֥י רְ  ת בְּ לֶ פֶּ֖ ן־ וֹן בֶּ א֥ ב וְ אָ֛ י לִ י אֱ נֵ֧  ם בְּ ירָ֜ בִ אֲ ן וַ תָ֨ דָ י וְ וִ֑  ן־לֵ ת בֶּ הָ֖  ן־קְ ר בֶּ הָ֥  ן־יִצְ ח בֶּ רַ קֹ֔ ח  קַּ֣ יִּ ה  וַ מֹשֶׁ֔ י  נֵ֣  פְ מוּ֙ לִ יָּקֻ֙  וַ
ם׃ שֵֽׁ י־ ד אַנְשֵׁ עֵ֖ י מוֹ אֵ֥  רִ ה קְ דָ֛  י עֵ אֵ֥ י יִם נְשִׂ תָ֑ א ים וּמָ שִּׁ֣  מִ ל חֲ אֵ֖  רָ נֵֽי־יִשְׂ  בְּ ים מִ שִׁ֥ נָ אֲ ן וַ רֹ֗  עַֽל־אַהֲ  ה וְ שֶׁ֣ מֹ ל־ וּ עַ ל֞ הֲ יִּֽקָּ   וַ

וָֽה׃ הֹ ל יְ הַ֥  ל־קְ וּ עַ א֖ נַשְּׂ תִּֽתְ וּעַ  דּ֥ ה וּמַ וָ֑ הֹ ם יְ כָ֖ תוֹ ים וּבְ דֹשִׁ֔  ם קְ לָּ֣  ה֙ כֻּ דָ הָֽעֵ ל־ י כׇ כִּ֤ ם֒  כֶ ב־לָ ם֮ רַ הֶ לֵ וּ אֲ ר֣ יֹּאמְ   וַ

נָֽיו׃  ל־פָּ ל עַ פֹּ֖ יִּ ה וַ מֹשֶׁ֔ ע  מַ֣  יִּשְׁ וֹשׁ וַ ד֖ קָּ ת־הַ אֶ וֹ וְ ר־ל֛ שֶׁ ת־אֲ ה אֶ וָ֧ הֹ ע יְ יֹדַ֨  ר וְ קֶ בֹּ֠ מֹר֒  א תוֹ֮ לֵ דָ ל־עֲ אֶֽל־כׇּ  ח וְ רַ קֹ֜ ל־ ר אֶ בֵּ֨ יְדַ  וַ
לָֽיו׃  יב אֵ רִ֥  וֹ יַקְ ר־בּ֖ חַ ר יִבְ שֶׁ֥  ת אֲ אֵ֛  יו וְ לָ֑  יב אֵ רִ֣  קְ הִ וֹ׃ וְ תֽ דָ ל־עֲ כׇ ח וְ רַ קֹ֖ וֹת  תּ֔ חְ ם מַ כֶ֣  חוּ־לָ וּ קְ שׂ֑ את עֲ זֹ֖ שׁ  ן ׀ אֵ֡ הֵ֣  וּ בָ נ֣  וּתְ

וִֽי׃  נֵ֥י לֵ  ם בְּ כֶ֖  ב־לָ וֹשׁ רַ ד֑ קָּ וּא הַ ה ה֣ וָ֖ הֹ ר יְ חַ֥  ר־יִבְ שֶׁ ישׁ אֲ אִ֛  ה הָ יָ֗ הָ ר וְ חָ֔ ה֙ מָ הֹוָ י יְ נֵ֤  פְ ת לִ רֶ טֹ֜  ן ׀ קְ יהֶ֨ לֵ שִׂ֩ימוּ֩ עֲ   וְ

וִֽי׃  לֵ נֵ֥י   בְּ א  נָ֖ עוּ־ מְ שִׁ ח  רַ קֹ֑ ל־ אֶ ה  שֶׁ֖ מֹ  ר  אמֶ יֹּ֥  ל וַ אֵ֔ רָ יִשְׂ ת  דַ֣  עֲ מֵ ם֙  כֶ תְ אֶ ל  אֵ֤  רָ יִשְׂ י  לֹהֵ֨ אֱ יל֩  דִּ בְ כִּֽי־הִ  ם  כֶּ֗ מִ ט  עַ֣  מְ  הַ
תָֽם׃  רְ שָׁ ה לְ דָ֖  עֵ נֵ֥י הָ  פְ ד לִ מֹ֛  עֲ לַ ה וְ הֹוָ֔ ן יְ כַּ֣  שְׁ ת֙ מִ בֹדַ  ת־עֲ ד אֶ בֹ֗  עֲ יו לַ לָ֑  ם אֵ כֶ֖  תְ יב אֶ רִ֥  קְ הַ יךָ לְ חֶ֥ ל־אַ ת־כׇּ אֶ ךָ֔ וְ תְ אֹֽ ב֙  רֵ יַּקְ  וַ

נָּֽה׃  הֻ גַּם־כְּ ם  תֶּ֖  שְׁ קַּ וּבִ ךְ  תָּ֑  אִ י  וִ֖ נֵי־לֵ )תלונו( בְ י  כִּ֥  וּא  ה־ה֔ מַ ן  רֹ֣  וְאַהֲ ה  וָ֑ הֹ ל־יְ עַ ים  דִ֖ נֹּעָ  הַ ךָ֔  תְ דָ֣  ל־עֲ כׇ וְ ה֙  תָּ אַ ן  כֵ֗  לָ
לָֽיו׃  ינוּ[ עָ לִּ֖  ]תַ

לֶֽה׃  א נַעֲ וּ לֹ֥ ר֖ יֹּאמְ  ב וַ אָ֑ י לִ י אֱ נֵ֣  ם בְּ רָ֖ י בִ אֲ לַ ן וְ תָ֥  דָ א לְ רֹ֛  קְ ה לִ מֹשֶׁ֔ ח  לַ֣  יִּשְׁ ב֙  וַ לָ ת חָ בַ֤ ץ זָ רֶ אֶ֨ נוּ֙ מֵ תָ֙ י לִ הֶֽעֱ י  כִּ֤ ט  עַ֗ מְ  הַ
ר׃ רֵֽ  תָּ שְׂ ינוּ גַּם־הִ לֵ֖  ר עָ רֵ֥  תָּ שְׂ כִּֽי־תִ ר  בָּ֑  דְ מִּ נוּ בַּ תֵ֖ י מִ הֲ שׁ לַ בַ֔ נוּ וּדְ ן־לָ֔ תֶּ תִּ֨ נוּ וַ אֹתָ֔ י בִ֣  שׁ֙ הֲ בַ ב וּדְ לָ֤  ת חָ ץ֩ זָבַ֨ רֶ ל־אֶ֩ א אֶ ף לֹ֣  אַ֡
לֶֽה׃  א נַעֲ ר לֹ֥ קֵּ֖ נַ ם תְּ הֵ֛  ים הָ שִׁ֥ נָ אֲ י הָ ינֵ֞ עֵ ם הַ רֶ כָ֑  ה וָ דֶ֣  ת שָׂ לַ֖   נַחֲ

ד חַ֥ ת־אַ י אֶ תִ עֹ֖  רֵ א הֲ לֹ֥ י וְ אתִ ם֙ נָשָׂ֔ הֶ ד מֵ חָ֤  וֹר אֶ מ֨ א חֲ ם לֹ֠ תָ֑  נְחָ ל־מִ ן אֶ פֶ תֵּ֖ ה אַל־ הֹוָ֔ ל־יְ ר֙ אֶ יֹּ֙אמֶ  ד וַ אֹ֔  ה֙ מְ מֹשֶׁ  ר לְ יִּ֤חַ   וַ
הֶֽם׃   מֵ
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חָֽר׃  ן מָ רֹ֖  ם וְאַהֲ הֵ֛  ה וָ תָּ֥  ה אַ וָ֑ הֹ י יְ נֵ֣  פְ וּ לִ י֖ ךָ֔ הֱ תְ דָ֣  ל־עֲ כׇ ה֙ וְ תָּ ח אַ רַ קֹ֔ ל־ ה֙ אֶ מֹשֶׁ ר  אמֶ יֹּ֤  וּ ׀  וַ ח֣ ם וּקְ תֶּ֤  וֹ וּנְתַ ת֗ תָּ חְ ישׁ מַ אִ֣  
וֹ׃ תֽ תָּ חְ ישׁ מַ אִ֥ ן  רֹ֖  ה וְאַהֲ תָּ֥  אַ ת וְ תֹּ֑  חְ יִם מַ תַ֖ א ים וּמָ שִּׁ֥  מִ וֹ חֲ ת֔ תָּ חְ ישׁ מַ אִ֣ ה֙  הֹוָ י יְ נֵ֤  פְ ם לִ תֶּ֞ בְ רַ קְ הִ ת וְ רֶ טֹ֔  ם֙ קְ יהֶ לֵ וּ עֲ ח֞ יִּקְ  וַ

ן׃ רֹֽ  ה וְאַהֲ שֶׁ֥ מֹ ד וּ עֵ֖ ל מוֹ הֶ אֹ֥ ח  תַ פֶּ֛ וּ  ד֗ מְ וַֽיַּעַ ת  רֶ טֹ֑  ם קְ הֶ֖ י לֵ ימוּ עֲ שִׂ֥ יָּ שׁ וַ ם֙ אֵ֔ יהֶ לֵ וּ עֲ נ֤ יִּתְּ וֹ וַ ת֗ תָּ חְ ישׁ מַ אִ֣ ם  הֶ֥ י לֵ ל עֲ הֵ֨ יַּקְ  וַ
דָֽה׃  עֵ ל־הָ ל־כׇּ ה אֶ וָ֖ הֹ א כְבוֹד־יְ רָ֥ יֵּ ד וַ עֵ֑ ל מוֹ הֶ אֹ֣ ח  תַ פֶּ֖ ל־ ה אֶ דָ֔ עֵ הָ֣ ל־ ת־כׇּ ח֙ אֶ רַ קֹ֙  

ר׃ מֹֽ א ן לֵ רֹ֖  אֶֽל־אַהֲ  ה וְ שֶׁ֥ מֹ ל־ ה אֶ הֹוָ֔ ר יְ בֵּ֣  יְדַ גַע׃  וַ רָֽ  ם כְּ תָ֖ אֹ לֶּ֥ה   כַ אֲ את וַ זֹּ֑  ה הַ דָ֣  עֵ וֹךְ הָ תּ֖ וּ מִ ל֔ דְ בָּ֣  ם֙  הִ נֵיהֶ ל־פְּ וּ עַ ל֤ יִּפְּ  וַ
ף׃ צֹֽ  קְ ה תִּ דָ֖  עֵ ל־הָ ל כׇּ עַ֥  א וְ טָ֔ ד֙ יֶחֱ חָ ישׁ אֶ אִ֤  ר הָ שָׂ֑  ל־בָּ כׇ ת לְ חֹ֖ רוּ י הָ הֵ֥ לֹ ל אֱ וּ אֵ֕ ר֔ אמְ יֹּ֣   וַ

ר׃ מֹֽ א ה לֵּ שֶׁ֥ מֹ ל־ ה אֶ וָ֖ הֹ ר יְ בֵּ֥  יְדַ ם׃  וַ רָֽ י בִ אֲ ן וַ תָ֥  ח דָּ רַ קֹ֖ ן־ כַּ שְׁ מִ יב לְ בִ֔ סָּ לוּ֙ מִ הֵֽעָ ר  מֹ֑ א ה לֵ דָ֖  עֵ ל־הָ ר אֶ בֵּ֥   דַּ
אֵֽל׃  רָ י יִשְׂ נֵ֥  יו זִקְ רָ֖  וּ אַחֲ כ֥ יֵּלְ ם וַ רָ֑ י בִ אֲ ן וַ תָ֣  ל־דָּ ךְ אֶ לֶ יֵּ֖  ה וַ מֹשֶׁ֔ ם  יָּ֣קׇ  י וַ לֵ֨ הֳ ל֩ אׇ עַ א מֵ וּרוּ נָ֡ ר ס֣ מֹ֗ א ה לֵ דָ֜ עֵ ל־הָ ר אֶ בֵּ֨ יְדַ  וַ

תָֽם׃ טֹּא  ל־חַ כׇ וּ בְּ פ֖ סָּ ן־תִּ ם פֶּ הֶ֑  ר לָ שֶׁ֣  ל־אֲ כׇ וּ בְּ גְּע֖ אַֽל־תִּ  ה וְ לֶּ אֵ֔ ים֙ הָ עִ שָׁ הָֽרְ ים  שִׁ֤ נָ אֲ ן הָ תָ֥  ח דָּ רַ קֹ֛ ן־ כַּ שְׁ ל מִ עַ֧  וּ מֵ ל֗ יֵּעָ  וַ
פָּֽם׃  טַ ם וְ הֶ֖ נֵי ם וּבְ הֶ֥ י ם וּנְשֵׁ יהֶ֔ לֵ הֳ אׇֽ ח  תַ ים פֶּ֚ בִ֗ וּ נִצָּ א֣ ם יָצְ ירָ֜ בִ אֲ ן וַ תָ֨ דָ יב וְ בִ֑  סָּ ם מִ רָ֖ י בִ אֲ וּן וַ ע֔ תֵּֽדְ זֹאת֙   ה֒ בְּ מֹשֶׁ ר֮  אמֶ יֹּ֘   וַ

י׃ בִּֽ  לִּ א מִ י־לֹ֖ ה כִּ לֶּ אֵ֑  ים הָ שִׂ֖ עֲ הַֽמַּ ל־ ת כׇּ אֵ֥ וֹת  שׂ֕ עֲ נִי לַ חַ֔ לָ ה שְׁ וָ֣ הֹ כִּֽי־יְ ל־  ת֙ כׇּ דַּ קֻ ה וּפְ לֶּ וּן אֵ֔ ת֣ ם֙ יְמֻ הָֽאָדָ ל־ וֹת כׇּ ם־כְּמ֤ אִ
חָֽנִי׃  לָ ה שְׁ וָ֖ הֹ א יְ ם לֹ֥ הֶ֑ י לֵ ד עֲ קֵ֖  ם יִפָּ אָדָ֔ הָ֣ ל  ת־כׇּ אֶ ם֙ וְ אֹתָ ה  עָ֤  לְ יהָ֙ וּבָ ת־פִּ֙ ה אֶ מָ֤  דָ אֲ ה הָ תָ֨ צְ ה וּפָ הֹוָ֗ א יְ רָ֣  ה יִבְ יאָ֞ רִ ם־בְּ אִ וְ

וָֽה׃ הֹ ת־יְ ה אֶ לֶּ אֵ֖  ים הָ שִׁ֥ נָ אֲ וּ הָ צ֛ נִֽאֲ  י  כִּ֧ ם  תֶּ֕ עְ וִֽידַ  ה  לָ אֹ֑  ים שְׁ יִּ֖ וּ חַ ד֥ יָרְ וְ ם  הֶ֔ ר לָ שֶׁ֣  ל־ ־אֲ ת כׇּ אֵ֥ ר  בֵּ֕ דַ וֹ לְ כַלֹּת֔ י֙ כְּ וַֽיְהִ
הֶֽם׃ י תֵּ חְ ר תַּ שֶׁ֥  ה אֲ מָ֖  דָ אֲ ע הָ קַ֥  בָּ תִּ ה וַ לֶּ אֵ֑  ים הָ רִ֖ בָ דְּ ל־ הַ ת כׇּ אֵ֤  ם וְ הֶ֑ י תֵּ ת־בָּ אֶ ם וְ תָ֖ אֹ ע  לַ֥  בְ תִּ יהָ וַ ת־פִּ֔ ץ֙ אֶ רֶ אָ֙ ח הָ תַּ֤  פְ תִּ וַ

כֽוּשׁ׃ רְ ל־הָ ת כׇּ אֵ֖  ח וְ רַ קֹ֔  ר לְ שֶׁ֣  ם֙ אֲ אָדָ וּ הָ ד֖ יֹּאבְ  ץ וַ רֶ אָ֔ ם֙ הָ יהֶ לֵ ס עֲ כַ֤  תְּ ה וַ לָ אֹ֑  ים שְׁ יִּ֖ ם חַ הֶ֛  ר לָ שֶׁ֥  ל־אֲ כׇ ם וְ הֵ֣ וּ  ד֜ רְ יֵּ֨  וַ
הָֽל׃  קָּ וֹךְ הַ תּ֥ ץ׃ מִ אָֽרֶ  נוּ הָ עֵ֖  לָ בְ ן־תִּ וּ פֶּ ר֔ אָֽמְ י  כִּ֣ ם  לָ֑ קֹ  נָ֣סוּ לְ ם  הֶ֖ י בֹתֵ י בִ ר סְ שֶׁ֛  ל אֲ אֵ֗ רָ ל־יִשְׂ כׇ  וְ

ת׃ רֶ טֹֽ  קְּ י הַ בֵ֖ י רִ קְ ישׁ מַ יִם֙ אִ֔ תַ֙ א ים וּמָ שִּׁ֤  מִ חֲ ת הַ אֵ֣ אכַל  תֹּ֗  ה וַ וָ֑ הֹ ת יְ אֵ֣  ה מֵ אָ֖  שׁ יָצְ אֵ֥   וְ

י״ז

ר׃ מֹֽ א ה לֵּ שֶׁ֥ מֹ ל־ ה אֶ וָ֖ הֹ ר יְ בֵּ֥  יְדַ שׁ  וַ אֵ֖  ת־הָ אֶ ה וְ פָ֔ רֵ שְּׂ ין הַ בֵּ֣  תֹּת֙ מִ  חְ מַּ ת־הַ ם אֶ רֵ֤ יָ ן וְ כֹּהֵ֗  ן הַ רֹ֣  ן־אַהֲ ר בֶּ זָ֜ עָ לְ ל־אֶ ר אֶ מֹ֨   אֱ
דֵֽשׁוּ׃  י קָ אָה כִּ֖ לְ הָ֑ ה־ ם זְרֵ בֻ֥ י רִ קְ כִּֽי־הִ חַ  זְבֵּ֔ מִּ וּי לַ פּ֣ ים֙ צִ חִ י פַ עֵ֤  קֻּ ם רִ אֹתָ֜ וּ  שׂ֨ עָ ם וְ שֹׁתָ֗  נַפְ ה בְּ לֶּ אֵ֜ ים הָ אִ֨ טָּ הַֽחַ תּוֹת֩  חְ ת מַ  אֵ֡

אֵֽל׃  רָ יִשְׂ נֵ֥י   בְ לִ וֹת  א֖ לְ וּ  י֥ יִֽהְ  וְ שׁוּ  דָּ֑  יִּקְ וַ ה  וָ֖ הֹ נֵֽי־יְ  פְ יבוּ לִ רִ֖ קְ הִ ר  שֶׁ֥  אֲ ת  שֶׁ חֹ֔ נְּ הַ וֹת  תּ֣ חְ מַ ת  אֵ֚ ן  כֹּהֵ֗  הַ זָ֣ר   עָ לְ אֶ ח  יִּקַּ֞  וַ
׃ בֵּֽחַ זְ מִּ וּי לַ פּ֥ וּם צִ ע֖ קְּ וַֽיְרַ ים  פִ֑  רֻ שְּׂ רֹן֙ הַ  ע אַהֲ זֶּ֤רַ  א מִ ר לֹ֣ שֶׁ֠ ר אֲ֠ ישׁ זָ֗ אִ֣ ב  רַ֜ א־יִקְ ר לֹֽ שֶׁ֨ ן אֲ עַ מַ֠ ל לְ֠ אֵ֗ רָ י יִשְׂ נֵ֣  בְ וֹן לִ ר֞  זִכָּ

וֹ׃ ה לֽ שֶׁ֖ מֹ יַד־ ה בְּ וָ֛ הֹ ר יְ בֶּ֧  ר דִּ שֶׁ֨ וֹ כַּאֲ ת֔ דָ עֲ כַ֣  ח֙ וְ רַ קֹ֙  יֶ֤ה כְ  א־יִהְ לֹֽ ה וְ וָ֑ הֹ י יְ נֵ֣  פְ ת לִ רֶ טֹ֖  יר קְ טִ֥  קְ הַ וּא לְ ה֔

וָֽה׃ הֹ ם יְ עַ֥ ת־ ם אֶ תֶּ֖  מִ ם הֲ תֶּ֥  ר אַ מֹ֑ א ן לֵ רֹ֖  עַֽל־אַהֲ  ה וְ שֶׁ֥ מֹ ל־ ת עַ רָ֔ חֳ מִֽמׇּ ל֙  אֵ רָ נֵֽי־יִשְׂ  ת בְּ דַ֤  ל־עֲ נוּ כׇּ יִּלֹּ֜  וַ
וָֽה׃ הֹ וֹד יְ ב֥ א כְּ רָ֖ יֵּ ן וַ נָ֑  עָ הוּ הֶ סָּ֖  נֵּ֥ה כִ  הִ ד וְ ל מוֹעֵ֔ הֶ אֹ֣ ל־ נוּ֙ אֶ יִּפְ ן וַ רֹ֔  עַֽל־אַהֲ  ה וְ שֶׁ֣ מֹ ל־ ה֙ עַ דָ הָֽעֵ ל  הֵ֤  קָּ הִ י בְּ יְהִ֗  וַ

עֵֽד׃ ל מוֹ הֶ אֹ֥ י  נֵ֖  ל־פְּ ן אֶ רֹ֔  ה֙ וְאַהֲ מֹשֶׁ א  בֹ֤ יָּ  וַ

ר׃ מֹֽ א ה לֵּ שֶׁ֥ מֹ ל־ ה אֶ וָ֖ הֹ ר יְ בֵּ֥  יְדַ הֶֽם׃  וַ נֵי ל־פְּ וּ עַ ל֖ וַֽיִּפְּ גַע  רָ֑  ם כְּ תָ֖ אֹ לֶּ֥ה   כַ אֲ את וַ זֹּ֔  ה הַ דָ֣  עֵ תּוֹךְ֙ הָ מּוּ מִ רֹ֗  ה הֵ מֹשֶׁ֜ ר  אמֶ יֹּ֨   וַ
כִּֽי ם  הֶ֑ י לֵ ר עֲ פֵּ֣  כַ ה וְ דָ֖  עֵ ל־הָ ה אֶ רָ֛  הֵ ךְ מְ לֵ֧ ת וְהוֹ רֶ טֹ֔  ים קְ שִׂ֣ חַ֙ וְ זְבֵּ֙ מִּ ל הַ עַ֤  שׁ מֵ יהָ אֵ֜ לֶ֨ ן־עָ תֶ ה וְ תָּ֠ חְ מַּ ת־הַ֠ ח אֶ קַ֣ ן  רֹ֗  אֶֽל־אַהֲ

נָּֽגֶף׃  ל הַ חֵ֥  ה הֵ וָ֖ הֹ נֵ֥י יְ  פְ לִּ ף מִ צֶ קֶּ֛  א הַ צָ֥ ר ׀  ־יָ שֶׁ֣  ן כַּאֲ רֹ֜  ח אַהֲ יִּקַּ֨ גֶף וַ נֶּ֖  ל הַ חֵ֥  נֵּ֛ה הֵ  הִ ל וְ הָ֔ קָּ וֹךְ הַ ל־תּ֣ ץ֙ אֶ יָּ֙רׇ ה וַ מֹשֶׁ֗ ר  בֶּ֣   דִּ
עָֽם׃  ל־הָ עַ ר  פֵּ֖  יְכַ וַ ת  רֶ טֹ֔  קְּ אֶֽת־הַ  ן֙  יִּתֵּ וַ ם  עָ֑  פָֽה׃ בָּ גֵּ מַּ הַ ר  צַ֖  עָ תֵּ וַ יִּ֑ים   הַֽחַ  ין  בֵ֣ וּ ים  תִ֖ מֵּ בֵּֽין־הַ  ד  מֹ֥  יַּעֲ ים֙ וַ תִ מֵּ הַ וּ  י֗ יִּהְ  וַ

ח׃ רַ קֹֽ ר־ בַ ל־דְּ ים עַ תִ֖ מֵּ ד הַ בַ֥  לְּ וֹת מִ א֑ ע מֵ בַ֣  ף וּשְׁ לֶ אֶ֖ ר  שָׂ֛  ה עָ עָ֥  בָּ ה אַרְ גֵּפָ֔ מַּ ל  בַּ הֶ אֹ֣ ח  תַ פֶּ֖ ל־ ה אֶ מֹשֶׁ֔ ל־ רֹן֙ אֶ  ב אַהֲ יָּ֤שׇׁ   וַ
ה׃ צָֽרָ  ה נֶעֱ פָ֖ גֵּ מַּ הַ ד וְ עֵ֑  מוֹ

ר׃ מֹֽ א ה לֵּ שֶׁ֥ מֹ ל־ ה אֶ וָ֖ הֹ ר יְ בֵּ֥  יְדַ ר ׀  וַ בֵּ֣  ם֙ דַּ הֶ יאֵ שִֽׂ ל־נְ ת כׇּ אֵ֤  ב מֵ ית אָ֜ בֵ֨ ה֩ לְ טֶּ ה מַ טֶּ֣  ם מַ תָּ֡ אִ מֵֽ ח  קַ֣  ל וְ אֵ֗ רָ י יִשְׂ נֵ֣  ל־בְּ  אֶ
טֵּֽהוּ׃  ל־מַ ב עַ תֹּ֖  כְ וֹ תִּ מ֔ ת־שְׁ ישׁ אֶ אִ֣ וֹת  טּ֑ ר מַ שָׂ֖  נֵ֥ים עָ  ם שְׁ בֹתָ֔  ית אֲ בֵ֣  ה לְ טֶּ֣  י מַ י כִּ֚ וִ֑  ה לֵ טֵּ֣  ל־מַ ב עַ תֹּ֖  כְ ן תִּ רֹ֔  ם אַהֲ שֵׁ֣ ת֙  אֵ  וְ

תָֽם׃ בוֹ ית אֲ בֵּ֥ אשׁ  רֹ֖  ד לְ חָ֔ ה׃ אֶ מָּ שָֽׁ ם  כֶ֖  ד לָ עֵ֥  וָּ ר אִ שֶׁ֛  וּת אֲ ד֔ הָֽעֵ נֵי֙  פְ ד לִ עֵ֑ ל מוֹ הֶ אֹ֣  ם בְּ תָּ֖  נַּחְ הִ ר וְ חַ בְ ר אֶ שֶׁ֥  ישׁ אֲ אִ֛  ה הָ יָ֗ הָ וְ
כֶֽם׃ י לֵ ם עֲ ינִ֖ לִּ ם מַ הֵ֥ ר  שֶׁ֛  ל אֲ אֵ֔ רָ י יִשְׂ נֵ֣  נּוֹת֙ בְּ לֻ ת־תְּ י אֶ לַ֗ עָ מֵֽ י  תִ֣ כֹּ  שִׁ הֲ ח וַ רָ֑  הוּ יִפְ טֵּ֣  וֹ מַ ל ־בּ֖ אֵ֗ רָ י יִשְׂ נֵ֣  ל־בְּ ה אֶ מֹשֶׁ֜ ר  בֵּ֨ יְדַ  וַ

ן רֹ֖  ה אַהֲ טֵּ֥  וֹת וּמַ טּ֑ ר מַ שָׂ֖  נֵ֥ים עָ  ם שְׁ בֹתָ֔  ית אֲ בֵ֣  ד֙ לְ חָ יא אֶ שִׂ֤ נָ ה לְ טֶּ֨ ד מַ חָ֜ יא אֶ נָשִׂ֨ ה֩ לְ טֶּ ם מַ יהֶ֡ יאֵ כׇּֽל־נְשִׂ יו ׀  לָ֣  וּ אֵ נ֣ יִּתְּ  וַ
תָֽם׃ טּוֹ וֹךְ מַ ת֥ דֻֽת׃ בְּ  עֵ ל הָ הֶ אֹ֖  ה בְּ וָ֑ הֹ י יְ נֵ֣  פְ ת לִ טֹּ֖  מַּ ת־הַ ה אֶ שֶׁ֛ מֹ נַּ֥ח  יַּ וּת וַ ד֔ עֵ ל הָ הֶ אֹ֣ ל־ ה֙ אֶ מֹשֶׁ א  בֹ֤ יָּ ת וַ רָ֗ חֳ מִֽמׇּ י  הִ֣ יְ  וַ
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דִֽים׃  קֵ ל שְׁ מֹ֖ יִּגְ יץ וַ צֵֽץ צִ֔ יָּ֣  ח֙ וַ רַ צֵֽא פֶ֙  יֹּ֤  י וַ וִ֑  ית לֵ בֵ֣  ן לְ רֹ֖  טֵּֽה־אַהֲ  ח מַ רַ֥  נֵּ֛ה פָּ  הִ י וְ נֵ֣  פְ לִּ טֹּת֙ מִ  מַּ ל־הַ ת־כׇּ ה אֶ שֶׁ֤ מֹ א  יֹּצֵ֨   וַ
טֵּֽהוּ׃  ישׁ מַ אִ֥ וּ  ח֖ יִּקְ וּ וַ א֥ יִּרְ ל וַ אֵ֑  רָ י יִשְׂ נֵ֖  ל־בְּ אֶֽל־כׇּ ה  הֹוָ֔ יְ

י לַ֖  עָ ם מֵ תָ֛ נֹּ לוּ ל תְּ כַ֧  י וּתְ רִ מֶ֑ נֵי־ בְ וֹת לִ א֖ ת לְ רֶ מֶ֥  שְׁ מִ וּת לְ ד֔ עֵ י הָ נֵ֣  פְ רֹן֙ לִ  ה אַהֲ טֵּ֤  ת־מַ ב אֶ שֵׁ֞ ה הָ מֹשֶׁ֗ ל־ ה אֶ הֹוָ֜ ר יְ אמֶ יֹּ֨   וַ
מֻֽתוּ׃ א יָ לֹ֥ ה׃ַ  וְ שָֽׂ  ן עָ כֵּ֥ וֹ  אֹת֖ ה  וָ֛ הֹ ה יְ וָּ֧  ר צִ שֶׁ֨ ה כַּאֲ שֶׁ֑ מֹ שׂ  יַּ֖עַ "

נוּ׃ בָֽדְ נוּ אָ לָּ֥  נוּ כֻּ דְ בַ֖ נוּ אָ עְ וַ֛ ן גָּ הֵ֥ ר  מֹ֑ א ה לֵ שֶׁ֖ מֹ ל־ ל אֶ אֵ֔ רָ י יִשְׂ נֵ֣  רוּ֙ בְּ יֹּֽאמְ  וּת  וַ ה יָמ֑ וָ֖ הֹ ן יְ כַּ֥  שְׁ ל־מִ ב אֶ רֵ֛  קָּ ב ׀ הַ רֵ֧  קָּ ל הַ כֹּ֣  
׃ עַ גְוֺֽ נוּ לִ מְ תַּ֖ ם  אִ֥   הַ

י״ח
ת־ וּ אֶ א֖ שְׂ ךְ תִּ תָּ֔ יךָ אִ נֶ֣  ה֙ וּבָ תָּ אַ שׁ וְ דָּ֑  קְ מִּ ן הַ וֺ֣ ת־עֲ וּ אֶ א֖ שְׂ ךְ תִּ תָּ֔ יךָ֙ אִ ית־אָבִ֙ יךָ וּבֵ נֶ֤  ה וּבָ תָּ֗ ן אַ רֹ֔  אֶֽל־אַהֲ ה֙  הֹוָ ר יְ אמֶ יֹּ֤  וַ

כֶֽם׃  נַּתְ הֻ ן כְּ וֺ֥ י  עֲ נֵ֖  פְ ךְ לִ תָּ֔ יךָ אִ נֶ֣  ה֙ וּבָ תָּ אַ וּךָ וְ ת֑ רְ שָֽׁ י יךָ וִ לֶ֖  וּ עָ ו֥ יִלָּ ךְ וְ תָּ֔ ב אִ רֵ֣  קְ יךָ֙ הַ ט אָבִ֙ בֶ שֵׁ֤ י  וִ֜ ה לֵ טֵּ֨ יךָ֩ מַ ת־אַחֶ֩ ם אֶ גַ֣   וְ
דֻֽת׃  עֵ ל הָ הֶ אֹ֥ תוּ גַם־  מֻ֥ א־יָ לֹֽ בוּ וְ רָ֔ א יִקְ חַ֙ לֹ֣ זְבֵּ֙ מִּ ל־הַ אֶ שׁ וְ דֶ קֹּ֤  י הַ לֵ֨ ל־כְּ ךְ֩ אֶ ל אַ הֶ אֹ֑  ל־הָ ת כׇּ רֶ מֶ֖  שְׁ ךָ֔ וּמִ תְּ רְ מַ מִֽשְׁ רוּ֙  מְ שָֽׁ  וְ

תֶּֽם׃  ם גַּם־אַ הֵ֖ כֶֽם׃  י לֵ ב אֲ רַ֥  ר לֹא־יִקְ זָ֖  ל וְ הֶ אֹ֑  ת הָ דַ֣ בֹ  ל עֲ כֹ֖  ד לְ ל מוֹעֵ֔ הֶ אֹ֣ ת֙  רֶ מֶ֙ שְׁ ת־מִ וּ אֶ ר֗ מְ שָֽׁ  יךָ וְ לֶ֔ וּ עָ ו֣ נִלְ ם וְ תֶּ֗ רְ מַ  וּשְׁ
אֵֽל׃  רָ נֵ֥י יִשְׂ  ל־בְּ ף עַ צֶ קֶ֖ וֹד  יֶ֥ה ע֛  א־יִהְ לֹֽ חַ וְ בֵּ֑ זְ מִּ ת הַ רֶ מֶ֣  שְׁ ת מִ אֵ֖  שׁ וְ דֶ קֹּ֔  ת הַ רֶ מֶ֣  שְׁ ת מִ ם אֵ֚ כֶ֣ י חֵ ת־אֲ י֙ אֶ תִּ חְ קַ֙ נֵּ֤ה לָ  י הִ נִ֗ אֲ  וַ

וּ ר֨ מְ שְׁ ךָ֠ תִּ תְּ יךָ אִ֠ נֶ֣  ה וּבָ תָּ֣  אַ עֵֽד׃ וְ ל מוֹ הֶ אֹ֥ ת  דַ֖ בֹ  ת־עֲ ד אֶ בֹ֕  עֲ ה לַ הֹוָ֔ לַֽי נִים֙  נָ֤ה נְתֻ  תָּ ם מַ כֶ֞ ל לָ אֵ֑  רָ י יִשְׂ נֵ֣  וֹךְ בְּ תּ֖ ם מִ יִּ֔ וִ לְ  הַ
מָֽת׃ ב יוּ רֵ֖  קָּ זָּ֥ר הַ  הַ ם וְ כֶ֔ נַּתְ הֻ ת־כְּ ן֙ אֶ תֵּ ה אֶ נָ֗ תָּ ת מַ דַ֣ בֹ  ם עֲ תֶּ֑  דְ בַ עֲ כֶת וַ רֹ֖  פָּ ית לַ בֵּ֥  מִ חַ וּלְ בֵּ֛ זְ מִּ ר הַ בַ֧  ל־דְּ כׇ ם לְ כֶ֜ נַּתְ הֻ ת־כְּ אֶ

Act 1

Chapter 16

1 Now Korah, son of Izhar son of Kohath son of Levi, betook himself, along with 
Dathan and Abiram sons of Eliab, and On son of Peleth — descendants of Reuben — 
2 to rise up against Moses, together with two hundred and fifty Israelites, chieftains 
of the community, chosen in the assembly, men of repute. 3 They combined against 
Moses and Aaron and said to them, “You have gone too far! For all the community 
are  holy,  all  of  them,  and  the  Lord  is  in  their  midst.  Why  then  do  you  raise 
yourselves above the Lord’s congregation?”

 Who are the leaders of the revolt? 

Answer 1 _____________________________________________________
Answer 2 _____________________________________________________
Answer 3 _____________________________________________________
Bonus   From where do each of the factions of the revolt derive 
their power?

 What do they have in common?

Answer 1 _____________________________________________________
Answer 2 _____________________________________________________

Bonus  The rebels said to Moses and Aaron, “Why then do you raise 
yourselves above the Lord’s congregation?” What is true about their claim? 
What isn’t? 

Bonus  What is especially dangerous about Korah’s revolt?
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4 When Moses heard this, he fell on his face. 

Bonus  Why was Moses’ first reaction to fall on his face? 

Answer 1 _____________________________________________________
Answer 2 _____________________________________________________
Answer 3 _____________________________________________________
Answer 4 _____________________________________________________
Answer 5 _____________________________________________________

5 Then he spoke to Korah and all his company, saying, “Come morning, the Lord will 
make known who is His and who is holy, and will grant him access to Himself; He 
will grant access to the one He has chosen. 6 Do this: You, Korah and all your band, 
take fire pans, 7 and tomorrow put fire in them and lay incense on them before the 
Lord. Then the man whom the Lord chooses, he shall be the holy one.  You have 
gone too far, sons of Levi!”

8 Moses said further to Korah, “Hear me, sons of Levi. 9 Is it not enough for you that 
the God of Israel has set you apart from the community of Israel and given you 
access to Him, to perform the duties of the Lord’s Tabernacle and to minister to the 
community and serve them? 10 Now that He has advanced you and all your fellow 
Levites with you, do you seek the priesthood too? 11 Truly, it is against the Lord that 
you and all your company have banded together. For who is Aaron that you should 
rail against him?”

Extra Bonus  Why did Moses choose to wait until the next morning 
to resolve the challenge?
Answer 1 _____________________________________________________
Answer 2 _____________________________________________________

Bonus  What is Moses’ goal by stating, “The Lord will make known 
who is His and who is holy”?

Answer 1 _____________________________________________________
Answer 2 _____________________________________________________

Bonus   Why did Moses instruct the rebels to “take fire pans and 
put fire in them and lay incense on them before the Lord”?

Answer 1 _____________________________________________________
Answer 2 _____________________________________________________

Extra Bonus  After Moses’s instructions, which are meant to settle 
the dispute, he addresses Korah personally, “Hear me, sons of Levi. 
Is it not enough for you that the God of Israel has set you apart from 
the community of Israel and given you access to Him, to perform the 
duties of the Lord’s Tabernacle and to minister to the community and 

5

http://images.google.com/imgres?imgurl=http://www.library.uni.edu/instruction/images/questionmark.jpg&imgrefurl=http://www.library.uni.edu/instruction/grammarpunctuation.shtml&h=386&w=389&sz=8&hl=en&start=17&tbnid=_v13A8NDNmB_3M:&tbnh=122&tbnw=123&prev=/images%3Fq%3Dquestion%2Bmark%26gbv%3D2%26svnum%3D10%26hl%3Den
http://images.google.com/imgres?imgurl=http://www.library.uni.edu/instruction/images/questionmark.jpg&imgrefurl=http://www.library.uni.edu/instruction/grammarpunctuation.shtml&h=386&w=389&sz=8&hl=en&start=17&tbnid=_v13A8NDNmB_3M:&tbnh=122&tbnw=123&prev=/images%3Fq%3Dquestion%2Bmark%26gbv%3D2%26svnum%3D10%26hl%3Den
http://images.google.com/imgres?imgurl=http://www.library.uni.edu/instruction/images/questionmark.jpg&imgrefurl=http://www.library.uni.edu/instruction/grammarpunctuation.shtml&h=386&w=389&sz=8&hl=en&start=17&tbnid=_v13A8NDNmB_3M:&tbnh=122&tbnw=123&prev=/images%3Fq%3Dquestion%2Bmark%26gbv%3D2%26svnum%3D10%26hl%3Den
http://images.google.com/imgres?imgurl=http://www.library.uni.edu/instruction/images/questionmark.jpg&imgrefurl=http://www.library.uni.edu/instruction/grammarpunctuation.shtml&h=386&w=389&sz=8&hl=en&start=17&tbnid=_v13A8NDNmB_3M:&tbnh=122&tbnw=123&prev=/images%3Fq%3Dquestion%2Bmark%26gbv%3D2%26svnum%3D10%26hl%3Den
http://images.google.com/imgres?imgurl=http://www.library.uni.edu/instruction/images/questionmark.jpg&imgrefurl=http://www.library.uni.edu/instruction/grammarpunctuation.shtml&h=386&w=389&sz=8&hl=en&start=17&tbnid=_v13A8NDNmB_3M:&tbnh=122&tbnw=123&prev=/images%3Fq%3Dquestion%2Bmark%26gbv%3D2%26svnum%3D10%26hl%3Den


serve  them?” What  is  the  purpose  of  Moses’  personal  address  to 
Korah?

Answer 1 _____________________________________________________
Answer 2 _____________________________________________________

Bonus  From the context of our text, how do we know that Korah 
was  interested  in  attaining  a  position  of  power  and  not  in 
establishing a democratic system of government in which power is 
vested in the people?

 Why does Moses say that it is truly against  the Lord that Korah 
and his company have banded together?

Extra Bonus  Why does Moses defend Aaron instead of defending 
himself?

Answer 1 _____________________________________________________
Answer 2 _____________________________________________________
Answer 3 _____________________________________________________
Answer 4 _____________________________________________________
Answer 5 _____________________________________________________

12 Moses sent for Dathan and Abiram, sons of Eliab; but they said, “We will not 
come!  13 Is it not enough that you brought us from a land flowing with milk and 
honey to have us die in the wilderness, that you would also lord it over us? 14 Even 
if  you  had  brought  us  to  a  land  flowing  with  milk  and  honey,  and  given  us 
possession of fields and vineyards, should you gouge out those men’s eyes? We will 
not come!” 15 Moses was much aggrieved and he said to the Lord, “Pay no regard to 
their oblation. I have not taken the ass of any one of them, nor have I wronged any 
one of them.”

Bonus  Why does Moses send for Dathan and Abiram separately, as 
opposed to addressing all the rebels together?

Answer 1 _____________________________________________________
Answer 2 _____________________________________________________
Answer 3 _____________________________________________________

 Why was Moses “much aggrieved” by Dathan and Abiram’s reply?

Answer 1 _____________________________________________________
Answer 2 _____________________________________________________

Bonus  From Moses’ words to God, what was Dathan and Abiram’s 
accusation?
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16 And Moses said to Korah, “Tomorrow, you and all your company appear before 
the Lord, you and they and Aaron. 17 Each of you take his fire pan and lay incense 
on it, and each of you bring his fire pan before the Lord, two hundred and fifty fire 
pans; you and Aaron also [bring] your fire pans.” 18 Each of them took his fire pan, 
put fire in it, laid incense on it, and took his place at the entrance of the Tent of 
Meeting, as did Moses and Aaron. 19 Korah gathered the whole community against 
them at the entrance of the Tent of Meeting.

Bonus  “Korah gathered the whole community against them at the 
entrance of the Tent of Meeting.” Who did Korah gather at this point?

Then the Presence of the Lord appeared to the whole community, 20 and the Lord 
spoke to Moses and Aaron, saying, 21 “Stand back from this community that I may 
annihilate them in an instant!”  22 But they fell  on their faces and said, “O God, 
Source of the breath of all flesh! When one man sins, will You be wrathful with the 
whole community?”

Bonus  Why does God want to annihilate the whole community? 

 What does Moses’ reply to God remind you of?

23 The Lord spoke to Moses, saying, 24 “Speak to the community and say: Withdraw 
from about the abodes of Korah, Dathan, and Abiram.”

25 Moses rose and went to Dathan and Abiram, the elders of Israel following him. 26 

He addressed the community, saying, “Move away from the tents of these wicked 
men and touch nothing that belongs to them, lest you be wiped out for all their 
sins.”  27 So they withdrew from about the abodes of Korah, Dathan, and Abiram. 
Now Dathan and Abiram had come out and they stood at the entrance of their 
tents, with their wives, their children, and their little ones.

Extra  Bonus   Why do  the  people  withdraw from the  abodes  of 
Korah, Dathan and Abiram?

28 And Moses said, “By this you shall know that it was the Lord who sent me to do 
all these things; that they are not of my own devising:  29 if these men die as all 
men do, if their lot be the common fate of all mankind, it was not the Lord who sent 
me. 30 But if the Lord brings about something unheard-of, so that the ground opens 
its mouth and swallows them up with all that belongs to them, and they go down 
alive into Sheol, you shall know that these men have spurned the Lord.” 31 Scarcely 
had  he  finished  speaking  all  these  words  when  the  ground  under  them burst 
asunder,  32 and the earth opened its  mouth and swallowed them up with their 
households, all Korah’s people and all their possessions.  33 They went down alive 
into Sheol, with all that belonged to them; the earth closed over them and they 
vanished from the midst of the congregation. 34 All Israel around them fled at their 
shrieks, for they said, “The earth might swallow us!”
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Extra Bonus  Why does Moses ask God to settle who is in charge?

35 And a fire went forth from the Lord and consumed the two hundred and fifty men 
offering the incense.

Bonus  Why did a fire go forth from the Lord and consume the two 
hundred and fifty men offering the incense?

Answer 1 _____________________________________________________
Answer 2 _____________________________________________________

Chapter 17

1 The Lord spoke to Moses,  saying:  2 Order Eleazar son of  Aaron the priest  to 
remove the fire pans — for they have become sacred — from among the charred 
remains; and scatter the coals abroad. 3 [Remove] the fire pans of those who have 
sinned at the cost of their lives, and let them be made into hammered sheets as 
plating for the altar — for once they have been used for offering to the Lord, they 
have become sacred — and let them serve as a warning to the people of Israel. 4 

Eleazar the priest took the copper fire pans which had been used for offering by 
those who died in the fire; and they were hammered into plating for the altar, 5 as 
the Lord had ordered him through Moses. It was to be a reminder to the Israelites, 
so that  no outsider  — one not  of  Aaron’s  offspring — should presume to offer 
incense before the Lord and suffer the fate of Korah and his band.

Act 2

6 Next day the whole Israelite community railed against Moses and Aaron, saying, 
“You two have brought death upon the Lord’s people!”  7 But as the community 
gathered against them, Moses and Aaron turned toward the Tent of Meeting; the 
cloud had covered it and the Presence of the Lord appeared.

Extra  Bonus   “Next  day  the  whole  Israelite  community  railed 
against Moses and Aaron, saying, ‘You two have brought death upon the 
Lord’s people!’” The leaders of the Korah’s revolt were sinners and had 
died by the “hand of God.” Why is the community upset with Moses and 
Aaron?

Answer 1 _____________________________________________________
Answer 2 _____________________________________________________
Answer 3 _____________________________________________________
Answer 4 _____________________________________________________

8 When Moses and Aaron reached the Tent of Meeting, 9 the Lord spoke to Moses, 
saying, 10 “Remove yourselves from this community, that I may annihilate them in 
an instant.” They fell on their faces. 

Bonus   Why  does  God  want  (again)  to  annihilate  the  entire 
community?
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Answer 1 _____________________________________________________
Answer 2 _____________________________________________________

11 Then Moses said to Aaron, “Take the fire pan, and put on it fire from the altar. 
Add incense and take it quickly to the community and make expiation for them. For 
wrath has gone forth from the Lord: the plague has begun!”  12 Aaron took it, as 
Moses had ordered, and ran to the midst of the congregation, where the plague had 
begun among the people. He put on the incense and made expiation for the people; 
13 he stood between the dead and the living until the plague was checked. 14 Those 
who died of the plague came to fourteen thousand and seven hundred, aside from 
those  who  died  on  account  of  Korah.  15 Aaron  then  returned  to  Moses  at  the 
entrance of the Tent of Meeting, since the plague was checked.

Extra Bonus  Why does Moses ask Aaron to make expiation for the 
people as opposed to imploring God for compassion as he has done many 
times before?

Answer 1 _____________________________________________________
Answer 2 _____________________________________________________

16 The Lord spoke to Moses, saying: 17 Speak to the Israelite people and take from 
them — from the chieftains of their ancestral houses — one staff for each chieftain 
of an ancestral house: twelve staffs in all. Inscribe each man’s name on his staff, 18 

there being one staff for each head of an ancestral house; also inscribe Aaron’s 
name on the staff of Levi. 19 Deposit them in the Tent of Meeting before the Pact, 
where I meet with you. 20 The staff of the man whom I choose shall sprout, and I 
will rid Myself of the incessant mutterings of the Israelites against you.

21 Moses spoke thus to the Israelites. Their chieftains gave him a staff for each 
chieftain of an ancestral house, twelve staffs in all; among these staffs was that of 
Aaron. 22 Moses deposited the staffs before the Lord, in the Tent of the Pact. 23 The 
next day Moses entered the Tent of the Pact, and there the staff of Aaron of the 
house of Levi had sprouted: it had brought forth sprouts, produced blossoms, and 
borne almonds. 24 Moses then brought out all the staffs from before the Lord to all 
the Israelites; each identified and recovered his staff.

25 The Lord said to Moses, “Put Aaron’s staff back before the Pact, to be kept as a 
lesson to rebels, so that their mutterings against Me may cease, lest they die.” 26 

This Moses did; just as the Lord had commanded him, so he did.

Bonus  How is the leaders’ staff test different from the rebels’ test?

Answer 1 _____________________________________________________
Answer 2 _____________________________________________________

27 But the Israelites said to Moses, “Lo, we perish! We are lost, all of us lost!  28 

Everyone who so much as ventures near the Lord’s Tabernacle must die. Alas, we 
are doomed to perish!”
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 What is the people’s concern now?

Chapter 18

1 The Lord said to Aaron: You and your sons and the ancestral house under your 
charge shall bear any guilt connected with the sanctuary; you and your sons alone 
shall bear any guilt connected with your priesthood. 2 You shall also associate with 
yourself your kinsmen the tribe of Levi, your ancestral tribe, to be attached to you 
and to minister to you, while you and your sons under your charge are before the 
Tent of the Pact.  3 They shall discharge their duties to you and to the Tent as a 
whole, but they must not have any contact with the furnishings of the Shrine or 
with the altar, lest both they and you die.  4 They shall be attached to you and 
discharge the duties of the Tent of Meeting, all  the service of the Tent; but no 
outsider shall intrude upon you  5 as you discharge the duties connected with the 
Shrine and the altar, that wrath may not again strike the Israelites.

6 I hereby take your fellow Levites from among the Israelites; they are assigned to 
you in dedication to the Lord, to do the work of the Tent of Meeting; 7 while you 
and  your  sons  shall  be  careful  to  perform  your  priestly  duties  in  everything 
pertaining to the altar and to what is behind the curtain. I make your priesthood a 
service of dedication; any outsider who encroaches shall be put to death.

 How does God address the people’s fear of venturing near the 
Lord’s Tabernacle?

Cast of Characters - Who is Who in the story? (Part 2)

 Korah, son of Izhar son of Kohath son of Levi – He has a position of respect, 

power  and  influence  but  believes  he  is  “built  for  more.”  He  is  a  greedy 

demagogue and ends up with nothing. 

 Dathan and Abiram, sons of Eliab (son of Pallu, son of Reuben) – They are 

insolent and wicked scoundrels. 

 On, son of Peleth (also descendant of Reuben) – He gets off the train before 

it derails (See Sanhedrin 109b).

 250 Israelites, chieftains of the community, chosen in the assembly, men of 

repute – They are well established leaders, respected by the community. It is 

reasonable to believe that Korah is using them to legitimize his claim. They 

don’t know their limitations and offer incense at their own peril.

 The People – They are wishy-washy. Moses handles them by forcing them to 

take sides in the dispute. They originally side with Korah, but their survival 

instinct makes them switch sides before it is too late. 
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 Moses – He tries  to  dissuade the rebels,  but  he is  unsuccessful.  Despite 

dealing with difficult and ungrateful people, he still  loves them and wants 

what is best for them.

 Aaron – Despite being challenged by the people, he protects them and stops 

the plague. 

 God – Twice He tries to “solve the problem” by throwing the baby out with 

the bathwater (annihilating everyone). Moses (like Abraham with Sodom and 

Gomorrah) dissuades him. In the end, He suggests a less aggressive, better-

suited test in order to make His point.
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