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Insights into the Bible
[17]
Is it not enough for you?
Understanding and Addressing Korah’s Revolt

(A Story in Two Acts)
Numbers 16:1-18-7

Background to Our Story
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Leviticus 10:1-2

I Now Aaron’s sons Nadab and Abihu each took his fire pan, put fire in it, and laid incense on
it; and they offered before the Lord alien fire, which He had not enjoined upon them.? And
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fire came forth from the Lord and consumed them; thus they died at the instance of the
Lord.

Numbers 4:1-4
1 The Lord spoke to Moses and Aaron, saying: ° Take a [separate] census of the Kohathites
among the Levites, by the clans of their ancestral house, ° from the age of thirty years up to
the age of fifty, all who are subject to service, to perform tasks for the Tent of Meeting. *
This is the responsibility of the Kohathites in the Tent of Meeting: the most sacred objects.
Cast of Characters - Who is Who in the story? (Part 1)

e Korah, son of Izhar, son of Kohath, son of Levi

* Dathan and Abiram, sons of Eliab (son of Pallu, son of Reuben)

* On, son of Peleth (descendant of Reuben)

e 250 Israelites, chieftains of the community, chosen in the assembly, men of

repute
* The People
* Moses

e Aaron

e God

T

TR o397 MR 112IRT %33 NYETIR TN AROIN C33 20N AT 12713 NORTIR MIROTNE MR e
TIIRDPY TWRHY IRt :DWTWIR TRIR ORIP TIY ORI 2IANM 20wRn DRIWOTIAN DWIN
1T PR~ WWINA YITRY AT 2RI 2T 2R ATYT03 % BRY7m20 DN 17NN

WITRINRY 778NN T T 7 TR SnTemhemtR mbThs 93T tviethy Yen mibn v
WK |33 30 SNTYRR) 1 NiAm BRRTIMR MRy ANT IRN 299R7 127IMR) WK DR YR8 309pm
Y7 %38 BP"30 WTRI NI MY WIS WORT 75 W MY 038 nER 1y i

PRI NTYR DINN YN VYN TR Din wpnen N MR NIWRY mIRTHN awn man
TRNP27NNY NN 277 20 TIYT 100 THY') 19T 12Wn NTaYTNY T3 1IN 0308 2977
(2Yon) vp NATTR IINY MUY 2OIYIT ANTYRI AON 15% IMIIeTRl DnwRdY AN TR

19 [1n]

397 DAY YINR NDOYRT R LERT 1Tl KD TTNT 2ROUN V33 oTINY) 0T KPP Aun nwm
WA MARRT WITY 270 n3T PINTIR KD NS (AR Y 2902 JaTe2 NRT? Wi
1293 N7 P3N 2717 BWINT PPT 8721 AT 2

TANTNN NPT NP ONRDI D7 TN 2R 8D anmamthR 12AtOR TITOR RN TR Tuieh
4-hi



BANN ADm2 WK I MR TUINY BT AAK AT 357 T ANTHVR) TAK MUPTON Ty N
Wi Hinnme wWoN TR NN NnmR 2O 2WRT AN WO YT 37 afapm ndp By
BIYY VIR STNIRY R TRin VIR ANR RN AYR 2300 YR W By uAN Shms W

TITHTRTON MTTIRR NN TR PN ANUR TTYAYR NS M

BIITOY 78 1VATP BAN AR2KY DNTI 7T Tion 197AT RNy JRINUNY AWeTOS AT 93
INXPN TTYFT0D DR RUM TS WORT 202D N oo PR 1NN

[ETININT NIRRT 2030 YoPT TaK? ATHITUN T2T (VAR AR AN 2T

B8 v NG VK AIPTUN 93T ORI RTINS 57 BN NTIN T M apn
WMT ApTIRwR Yn YN anNLmTIRR 1WENTIR D7 TWNTYII WANTUR) NG DOVWT DOWINT
THTN NN i NS 1opw) a0 DITPWH DVRIN NNR 2O WYY 2PN T 2039 BTN
=72 MTRDY TON TN BINAYD NiRpTEN 13y N7 YR 2wyna-by Ny niby? iy mmp
27nKY BOR 7Y93Y B NN TRTRT AN¥DY 7I X930 MR2TONY v My N oYy TRE DINn
=92 DR 9377 693 M) IMITTNR YND SOWINT IR 0 2AYTY) YN 20 7 2% s
"73 NN BPRR"TN DO Y7aN1 O8N YINT MRPM (BANA TN TRINT YpIM MeRT 271377
TINM PIRT By ©2M) AYNW 208 2y WRYR) a5 1799 1wheN7hy nRY 1Ry Tu BINg
IPIRT 1BE9IN"TR YR °R BRPY 103 BTNR0 MWK YRINUR (Dapd Tign

INTURT SRR WK DINNRY DOWRTT DR PINAY T N TREY W

THH

WRTNKY 75T AR DAMRITNN B 150 TIINTIR fUNTUN BN (TaRh aunthy iy 3
BRI MEM? X BOMR R DA by afweln MYR7 ooRYMT ninma 8 WTR 2 MY
WIPT WS NPT ninme DX T MY mEN ORI b niNg v wiTen mimeiet
TN w89 W A wn 29p7NY s Yy s aY 19t tnamh wey owpn oopws
3 RS MY TAT TWN2 INTERY P MmN M 08 v Rt R

ST BRTNS DART BAR VK2 TINVR) TERIY DM IR NIyhe 1
T TI3D NN T WTRR MM THIN DIR-ON e NIy Awnthy wTva Sapma o
FTRR PN 3pTR IR MY K3

T NS tamanthY 957 YaND ANR TRORY NNIT TV NIAN w7 1KY ety aun 2
"D BRY 22 ATYTTOR 7R T2 nNRR 2% MR Dun wWR RYIm Anmeathg np 13oR-oN
3T T 3T DART TINTHON PO U 927 | KD TN MR 10237 DRI A a5 nypd Ry
DINRT B0 IMRART IYM 2VMT PR 2ONRITPR THYM AYTIY 19N NURpaTAR 10N oy
SN MNRTHN PN YIIR 2w ImIRTI2T0Y 2onna TahR NiNR VAU N Y TN noame

STIXYI TRARTY THIn

BINCwI52 NN 28 3 Tuw muw oARR MR YRNWY 3RUN 1737 taRh awnthy M 3T
g °3, %12 TRy 35N 1IN oW XY RR-hY 309R BN WK niws TRy oy anag mey
AN W WORT 737 1w 227 THIN WK N7 v19h Tyin DN onnim) aniag nop wNT? TN
P87 233708 79 137N 1BR77Y DI BT WS PRIW? >33 nidhnnK Soyn “nswm mpr I i3t
IR T i Sy 23 BN 103D TN N mdn TN N Tyn 2wty 1 vN
M DIRTUN e K2 ndmen S TR YIR: T o197 nondtny mwn np ianive 703

3



977 NLRTTHITNN TwR RN DUTRY YR PO YR OB NIN NP noaY 1INtIun M mm
PR TN PN TN PR 2320 IR A1

2y R Pam IRt RIND nYawny MTYD sieh 18 muntny 287 oy aim sy
Y 12 90K M MR KD A Wy N

DY MY TRWRTON 2PT 12997 92 TN 17D TN WY 1T VAN AWRUR R 233 1R
1Y 3 BKT

n"!

“NR WA TR TN TOKY) WIPRT YN WWR TAN TRRTNOY T IS TIINON T MmN
"357 TR T3 TANY TN Ty NTN TAN 2777 T8 vy o 7un oK on opnme v
“23 I mNYY 129R KY MRTIhRY WP V927N IR DIRTHD N Anewn e (nTea aR
DAYRYN 1ON 2977°RY N DN nTaY B5Y THin DI hyawnny vinw ThY 15 :onsos og
DRIN"NN SR 737 VI (ORI 339 N¥R, TIY MTNY) BRMD DR DY WIRT N N8
Wawn TN T TARY (TR IR nTagenR TaYY Aim Ban mian agh 1w %2 Tinn ahn
LI 3997 T DINITTNE I0N TINR NTAY BTV NFI9Y N3 ARmT 927700 aAniTeTIN

Act 1
Chapter 16

1 Now Korah, son of Izhar son of Kohath son of Levi, betook himself, along with
Dathan and Abiram sons of Eliab, and On son of Peleth — descendants of Reuben —
» to rise up against Moses, together with two hundred and fifty Israelites, chieftains
of the community, chosen in the assembly, men of repute. ; They combined against
Moses and Aaron and said to them, “You have gone too far! For all the community
are holy, all of them, and the Lord is in their midst. Why then do you raise
yourselves above the Lord’s congregation?”

ﬂ Who are the leaders of the revolt?

Answer 1

Answer 2

Answer 3

Bonus ﬂ From where do each of the factions of the revolt derive
their power?

ﬂ What do they have in common?

Answer 1
Answer 2

Bonus ﬂ The rebels said to Moses and Aaron, "Why then do you raise
yourselves above the Lord’s congregation?” What is true about their claim?
What isn‘t?

Bonus ﬂ What is especially dangerous about Korah'’s revolt?
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4+ When Moses heard this, he fell on his face.

Bonus ﬂ Why was Moses’ first reaction to fall on his face?

Answer 1
Answer 2

Answer 3
Answer 4

Answer 5

s Then he spoke to Korah and all his company, saying, "Come morning, the Lord will
make known who is His and who is holy, and will grant him access to Himself; He
will grant access to the one He has chosen. ¢ Do this: You, Korah and all your band,
take fire pans, ; and tomorrow put fire in them and lay incense on them before the
Lord. Then the man whom the Lord chooses, he shall be the holy one. You have
gone too far, sons of Levi!”

s Moses said further to Korah, “"Hear me, sons of Levi. ¢ Is it not enough for you that
the God of Israel has set you apart from the community of Israel and given you
access to Him, to perform the duties of the Lord’s Tabernacle and to minister to the
community and serve them? i, Now that He has advanced you and all your fellow
Levites with you, do you seek the priesthood too? ;; Truly, it is against the Lord that
you and all your company have banded together. For who is Aaron that you should
rail against him?”

Extra Bonus ﬂ Why did Moses choose to wait until the next morning
to resolve the challenge?

Answer 1

Answer 2

Bonus ﬂ What is Moses’ goal by stating, "The Lord will make known
who is His and who is holy”?

Answer 1
Answer 2

Bonus E Why did Moses instruct the rebels to “take fire pans and
put fire in them and lay incense on them before the Lord”?

Answer 1
Answer 2

Extra Bonus E After Moses’s instructions, which are meant to settle
the dispute, he addresses Korah personally, "Hear me, sons of Levi.
Is it not enough for you that the God of Israel has set you apart from
the community of Israel and given you access to Him, to perform the
duties of the Lord’s Tabernacle and to minister to the community and
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serve them?” What is the purpose of Moses’ personal address to
Korah?

Answer 1
Answer 2

Bonus ﬂ From the context of our text, how do we know that Korah
was interested in attaining a position of power and not in
establishing a democratic system of government in which power is
vested in the people?

ﬂ Why does Moses say that it is truly against the Lord that Korah
and his company have banded together?

Extra Bonus E Why does Moses defend Aaron instead of defending
himself?

Answer 1
Answer 2

Answer 3
Answer 4

Answer 5

12 Moses sent for Dathan and Abiram, sons of Eliab; but they said, “"We will not
come! ;3 Is it not enough that you brought us from a land flowing with milk and
honey to have us die in the wilderness, that you would also lord it over us? 14 Even
if you had brought us to a land flowing with milk and honey, and given us
possession of fields and vineyards, should you gouge out those men’s eyes? We will
not come!” ;5 Moses was much aggrieved and he said to the Lord, “Pay no regard to
their oblation. I have not taken the ass of any one of them, nor have I wronged any
one of them.”

Bonus ﬂ Why does Moses send for Dathan and Abiram separately, as
opposed to addressing all the rebels together?

Answer 1
Answer 2
Answer 3

ﬂ Why was Moses "much aggrieved” by Dathan and Abiram’s reply?

Answer 1
Answer 2

Bonus ﬂ From Moses’ words to God, what was Dathan and Abiram'’s
accusation?
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16 And Moses said to Korah, “Tomorrow, you and all your company appear before
the Lord, you and they and Aaron. ;; Each of you take his fire pan and lay incense
on it, and each of you bring his fire pan before the Lord, two hundred and fifty fire
pans; you and Aaron also [bring] your fire pans.” 15 Each of them took his fire pan,
put fire in it, laid incense on it, and took his place at the entrance of the Tent of
Meeting, as did Moses and Aaron. 15 Korah gathered the whole community against
them at the entrance of the Tent of Meeting.

Bonus ﬂ “Korah gathered the whole community against them at the
entrance of the Tent of Meeting.” Who did Korah gather at this point?

Then the Presence of the Lord appeared to the whole community, 2 and the Lord
spoke to Moses and Aaron, saying, »; “Stand back from this community that I may
annihilate them in an instant!” ,, But they fell on their faces and said, "O God,
Source of the breath of all flesh! When one man sins, will You be wrathful with the
whole community?”

Bonus ﬂ Why does God want to annihilate the whole community?

ﬂ What does Moses’ reply to God remind you of?

23 The Lord spoke to Moses, saying, 24 “Speak to the community and say: Withdraw
from about the abodes of Korah, Dathan, and Abiram.”

25 Moses rose and went to Dathan and Abiram, the elders of Israel following him.
He addressed the community, saying, "Move away from the tents of these wicked
men and touch nothing that belongs to them, lest you be wiped out for all their
sins.” ,; So they withdrew from about the abodes of Korah, Dathan, and Abiram.
Now Dathan and Abiram had come out and they stood at the entrance of their
tents, with their wives, their children, and their little ones.

Extra Bonus ﬂ Why do the people withdraw from the abodes of
Korah, Dathan and Abiram?

28 And Moses said, "By this you shall know that it was the Lord who sent me to do
all these things; that they are not of my own devising: . if these men die as all
men do, if their lot be the common fate of all mankind, it was not the Lord who sent
me. 3 But if the Lord brings about something unheard-of, so that the ground opens
its mouth and swallows them up with all that belongs to them, and they go down
alive into Sheol, you shall know that these men have spurned the Lord.” 3; Scarcely
had he finished speaking all these words when the ground under them burst
asunder, 3, and the earth opened its mouth and swallowed them up with their
households, all Korah’s people and all their possessions. ;3 They went down alive
into Sheol, with all that belonged to them; the earth closed over them and they
vanished from the midst of the congregation. s, All Israel around them fled at their
shrieks, for they said, “The earth might swallow us!”
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Extra Bonus ﬂ Why does Moses ask God to settle who is in charge?

35 And a fire went forth from the Lord and consumed the two hundred and fifty men
offering the incense.

Bonus E Why did a fire go forth from the Lord and consume the two
hundred and fifty men offering the incense?

Answer 1
Answer 2

Chapter 17

1 The Lord spoke to Moses, saying: . Order Eleazar son of Aaron the priest to
remove the fire pans — for they have become sacred — from among the charred
remains; and scatter the coals abroad. ; [Remove] the fire pans of those who have
sinned at the cost of their lives, and let them be made into hammered sheets as
plating for the altar — for once they have been used for offering to the Lord, they
have become sacred — and let them serve as a warning to the people of Israel. 4
Eleazar the priest took the copper fire pans which had been used for offering by
those who died in the fire; and they were hammered into plating for the altar, s as
the Lord had ordered him through Moses. It was to be a reminder to the Israelites,
so that no outsider — one not of Aaron’s offspring — should presume to offer
incense before the Lord and suffer the fate of Korah and his band.

Act 2

¢ Next day the whole Israelite community railed against Moses and Aaron, saying,
“You two have brought death upon the Lord’s people!” ; But as the community
gathered against them, Moses and Aaron turned toward the Tent of Meeting; the
cloud had covered it and the Presence of the Lord appeared.

Extra Bonus ﬂ “"Next day the whole Israelite community railed
against Moses and Aaron, saying, ‘You two have brought death upon the
Lord’s people!”” The leaders of the Korah’s revolt were sinners and had
died by the “hand of God.” Why is the community upset with Moses and
Aaron?

Answer 1
Answer 2

Answer 3
Answer 4

s When Moses and Aaron reached the Tent of Meeting, ¢ the Lord spoke to Moses,
saying, 10 "Remove yourselves from this community, that I may annihilate them in
an instant.” They fell on their faces.

Bonus H Why does God want (again) to annihilate the entire
community?
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Answer 1
Answer 2

11 Then Moses said to Aaron, “Take the fire pan, and put on it fire from the altar.
Add incense and take it quickly to the community and make expiation for them. For
wrath has gone forth from the Lord: the plague has begun!” i, Aaron took it, as
Moses had ordered, and ran to the midst of the congregation, where the plague had
begun among the people. He put on the incense and made expiation for the people;
13 he stood between the dead and the living until the plague was checked. 14 Those
who died of the plague came to fourteen thousand and seven hundred, aside from
those who died on account of Korah. is Aaron then returned to Moses at the
entrance of the Tent of Meeting, since the plague was checked.

Extra Bonus ﬂ Why does Moses ask Aaron to make expiation for the
people as opposed to imploring God for compassion as he has done many
times before?

Answer 1
Answer 2

16 The Lord spoke to Moses, saying: 17 Speak to the Israelite people and take from
them — from the chieftains of their ancestral houses — one staff for each chieftain
of an ancestral house: twelve staffs in all. Inscribe each man’s name on his staff, s
there being one staff for each head of an ancestral house; also inscribe Aaron’s
name on the staff of Levi. 1o Deposit them in the Tent of Meeting before the Pact,
where I meet with you. 5 The staff of the man whom I choose shall sprout, and I
will rid Myself of the incessant mutterings of the Israelites against you.

21 Moses spoke thus to the Israelites. Their chieftains gave him a staff for each
chieftain of an ancestral house, twelve staffs in all; among these staffs was that of
Aaron. ,; Moses deposited the staffs before the Lord, in the Tent of the Pact. ,; The
next day Moses entered the Tent of the Pact, and there the staff of Aaron of the
house of Levi had sprouted: it had brought forth sprouts, produced blossoms, and
borne almonds. .+ Moses then brought out all the staffs from before the Lord to all
the Israelites; each identified and recovered his staff.

»s The Lord said to Moses, “Put Aaron’s staff back before the Pact, to be kept as a
lesson to rebels, so that their mutterings against Me may cease, lest they die.” %
This Moses did; just as the Lord had commanded him, so he did.

Bonus ﬂ How is the leaders’ staff test different from the rebels’ test?

Answer 1
Answer 2

»7 But the Israelites said to Moses, “Lo, we perish! We are lost, all of us lost!
Everyone who so much as ventures near the Lord’s Tabernacle must die. Alas, we
are doomed to perish!”
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ﬂ What is the people’s concern now?

Chapter 18

1 The Lord said to Aaron: You and your sons and the ancestral house under your
charge shall bear any guilt connected with the sanctuary; you and your sons alone
shall bear any guilt connected with your priesthood. , You shall also associate with
yourself your kinsmen the tribe of Levi, your ancestral tribe, to be attached to you
and to minister to you, while you and your sons under your charge are before the
Tent of the Pact. ; They shall discharge their duties to you and to the Tent as a
whole, but they must not have any contact with the furnishings of the Shrine or
with the altar, lest both they and you die. 4 They shall be attached to you and
discharge the duties of the Tent of Meeting, all the service of the Tent; but no
outsider shall intrude upon you s as you discharge the duties connected with the
Shrine and the altar, that wrath may not again strike the Israelites.

6 I hereby take your fellow Levites from among the Israelites; they are assigned to
you in dedication to the Lord, to do the work of the Tent of Meeting; ; while you
and your sons shall be careful to perform your priestly duties in everything
pertaining to the altar and to what is behind the curtain. I make your priesthood a
service of dedication; any outsider who encroaches shall be put to death.

ﬂ How does God address the people’s fear of venturing near the
Lord’s Tabernacle?

Cast of Characters - Who is Who in the story? (Part 2)

* Korah, son of Izhar son of Kohath son of Levi — He has a position of respect,
power and influence but believes he is “built for more.” He is a greedy
demagogue and ends up with nothing.

* Dathan and Abiram, sons of Eliab (son of Pallu, son of Reuben) - They are
insolent and wicked scoundrels.

* On, son of Peleth (also descendant of Reuben) - He gets off the train before
it derails (See Sanhedrin 109b).

e 250 Israelites, chieftains of the community, chosen in the assembly, men of
repute — They are well established leaders, respected by the community. It is
reasonable to believe that Korah is using them to legitimize his claim. They
don’t know their limitations and offer incense at their own peril.

* The People - They are wishy-washy. Moses handles them by forcing them to
take sides in the dispute. They originally side with Korah, but their survival

instinct makes them switch sides before it is too late.
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e Moses - He tries to dissuade the rebels, but he is unsuccessful. Despite
dealing with difficult and ungrateful people, he still loves them and wants
what is best for them.

* Aaron - Despite being challenged by the people, he protects them and stops
the plague.

* God - Twice He tries to “solve the problem” by throwing the baby out with
the bathwater (annihilating everyone). Moses (like Abraham with Sodom and
Gomorrah) dissuades him. In the end, He suggests a less aggressive, better-

suited test in order to make His point.
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