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You Are the Man! (David and Batsheva) 
II Samuel 11:1-12:15 

 
Sebastiano Ricci, Museum of Fine Arts, Budapest 

 

Background to Our Story 
King David’s war against the Ammonites  

 
King David’s war against the Ammonites (recorded in 2 Samuel 10-13) began after 
Ammonite King Hanun humiliated David's peace envoys by shaving their beards and cutting 
their garments. Fearing retaliation, Ammon hired Aramean mercenaries, but David’s army, 
led by Joab, decisively won, ultimately conquering the Ammonite capital of Rabbah.  
 

 
The "woman of Thebez 

 
The "woman of Thebez" is a heroic, unnamed figure from the Hebrew Bible (Book of 
Judges). When the tyrannical warlord Abimelech besieged her city and attempted to burn 
the citadel, she dropped an upper millstone from the tower roof, fatally crushing his skull 
and liberating her people.  
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Her courageous act is recorded in the scriptures as an example of divine justice and 
unexpected deliverance. Key details of the event include:  
 

• The Threat: Abimelech was a power-hungry ruler who had murdered 70 of his own 
half-brothers to seize power and was destroying towns that rebelled against him.  

• The Stand: As Abimelech approached the stronghold's door to set it on fire, the 
woman took action from the roof, dropping the stone that cracked his skull.  

• The Legacy: Mortally wounded and too proud to die at the hands of a woman, 
Abimelech ordered his armor-bearer to kill him. However, the woman's deed was so 
remarkable that it was remembered and recorded in history and later referenced in 2 
Samuel.  
 

Judges 9:50-55 

50 Then Abimelech went to Thebez, and he encamped against Thebez and took it. 51 But 
there was a strong tower in the city, and all the men and women—all the people of the 
city—fled there and shut themselves in; then they went up to the top of the tower. 52 So 
Abimelech came as far as the tower and fought against it; and he drew near the door of the 
tower to burn it with fire.53 But a certain woman dropped an upper millstone on Abimelech’s 
head and crushed his skull. 54 Then he called quickly to the young man, his armorbearer, 
and said to him, “Draw your sword and kill me, lest men say of me, ‘A woman killed him.’” 
So his young man thrust him through, and he died. 55 And when the men of Israel saw that 
Abimelech was dead, they departed, every man to his place. 
 
Cast of Characters - Who is Who in the story? (Part 1) 

• David, king of Israel 

• Bathsheba, the daughter of Eliam, the wife of Uriah the Hittite  

• Uriah, the Hittite 

• Joab, the son of Zeruiah, the commander-in-chief of the army 

• Nathan, the prophet 

• The (different) messengers 

 
 א״י

 

 וּ֙תחִ֙שְׁיַּוַ לאֵ֗רָשְׂיִ־לכׇּ־תאֶוְ וֹמּ֜עִ וידָ֨בָעֲ־תאֶוְ ב֩אָוֹי־תאֶ דוִ֡דָּ חלַ֣שְׁיִּוַ םיכִ֗אלָמְּהַ תאצֵ֣ ׀ תעֵ֣לְ הנָ֜שָּׁהַ תבַ֨וּשׁתְלִ י֩הִיְוַ
 גגַּ֣־לעַ Z֙לֵּהַתְיִּוַ וֹ֙בכָּשְׁמִ לעַ֤מֵ דוִ֜דָּ םקׇיָּ֨וַ ברֶעֶ֗הָ תעֵ֣לְ ׀ יהִ֣יְוַ ׃םִלָֽשָׁוּריבִּ בשֵׁ֥וֹי דוִ֖דָוְ הבָּ֑רַ־לעַ וּרצֻ֖יָּוַ ןוֹמּ֔עַ ינֵ֣בְּ־תאֶ
ֹיּוַ השָּׁ֑אִלָ שׁרֹ֖דְיִּוַ דוִ֔דָּ חלַ֣שְׁיִּוַ ׃דאֹֽמְ האֶ֖רְמַ תבַ֥וֹט השָּׁ֔אִהָ֣וְ גגָּ֑הַ לעַ֣מֵ תצֶחֶ֖רֹ השָּׁ֛אִ ארְ יַּ֥וַ Zלֶמֶּ֔הַ־תיבֵּ  רמֶא֗
 הּמָּ֔עִ בכַּ֣שְׁיִּוַ ו֙ילָאֵ אוֹב֤תָּוַ הָחֶ֗קָּיִּוַ םיכִ֜אָלְמַ דוִ֨דָּ ח֩לַשְׁיִּוַ ׃יתִּֽחִהַֽ היָּ֥רִוּא תשֶׁאֵ֖ םעָ֔ילִאֱ־תבַּ עבַשֶׁ֣־תבַּ ת֙אֹז־אוֹלהֲ
ֹתּוַ דוִ֔דָלְ דגֵּ֣תַּוַ ח֙לַשְׁתִּוַ השָּׁ֑אִהָ רהַתַּ֖וַ ׃הּתָֽיבֵּ־לאֶ בשׇׁתָּ֖וַ הּתָ֑אָמְטֻּמִ תשֶׁדֶּ֖קַתְמִ איהִ֥וְ  ד֙וִדָּ חלַ֤שְׁיִּוַ ׃יכִנֹֽאָ הרָ֥הָ רמֶא֖
ֹביָּוַ ׃דוִֽדָּ־לאֶ היָּ֖רִוּא־תאֶ באָ֛וֹי חלַ֥שְׁיִּוַ יתִּ֑חִהַ היָּ֖רִוּא־תאֶ ילַ֔אֵ חלַ֣שְׁ באָ֔וֹי־לאֶ  דוִ֗דָּ לאַ֣שְׁיִּוַ וילָ֑אֵ היָּ֖רִוּא א֥
ֹיּוַ ׃המָֽחָלְמִּהַ םוֹל֖שְׁלִוְ םעָ֔הָ םוֹל֣שְׁלִוְ ב֙אָוֹי םוֹל֤שְׁלִ  ה֙יָּרִוּאֽ אצֵ֤יֵּוַ hילֶ֑גְרַ ץחַ֣רְוּ h֖תְיבֵלְ דרֵ֥ היָּ֔רִוּא֣לְ ד֙וִדָּ רמֶא֤
ֹלוְ וינָ֑דֹאֲ ידֵ֣בְעַ־לכׇּ תאֵ֖ Zלֶמֶּ֔הַ תיבֵּ֣ חתַפֶּ֚ היָּ֗רִוּא בכַּ֣שְׁיִּוַ ׃Zלֶמֶּֽהַ תאַ֥שְׂמַ וירָ֖חֲאַ אצֵ֥תֵּוַ Zלֶמֶּ֔הַ תיבֵּ֣מִ  דרַ֖יָ א֥
  ׃וֹתֽיבֵּ־לאֶ
 
ֹיּוַ וֹת֑יבֵּ־לאֶ היָּ֖רִוּא דרַ֥יָ־אֹל רמֹ֔אלֵ ד֙וִדָלְ וּדגִּ֤יַּוַ  תָּדְרַ֥יָ־אֹל עַוּדּ֖מַ אבָ֔ התָּ֣אַ Z֙רֶדֶּ֙מִ אוֹל֤הֲ היָּ֗רִוּא־לאֶ דוִ֜דָּ רמֶא֨
ֹיּוַ ׃hתֶֽיבֵּ־לאֶ  ינֵ֤פְּ־לעַ י֙נִדֹאֲ ידֵ֤בְעַוְ באָ֜וֹי ינִ֨דֹאוַ תוֹכּ֗סֻּבַּ םיבִ֣שְׁיֹ הדָ֜וּהיוִ לאֵ֨רָשְׂיִוְ ןוֹר֠אָהָ֠ דוִ֗דָּ־לאֶ היָּ֜רִוּא רמֶא֨
 רבָ֥דָּהַ־תאֶ השֶׂ֖עֱאֶ־םאִֽ hשֶׁ֔פְנַ יחֵ֣וְ h֙יֶּ֙חַ יתִּ֑שְׁאִ־םעִ בכַּ֣שְׁלִוְ תוֹתּ֖שְׁלִוְ לכֹ֥אֱלֶ יתִ֛יבֵּ־לאֶ אוֹב֧אָ ינִ֞אֲוַ םינִ֔חֹ ה֙דֶשָּׂהַ
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ֹיּוַ ׃הזֶּֽהַ  ׃תרָֽחֳמׇּמִֽוּ אוּה֖הַ םוֹיּ֥בַּ םִלַ֛שָׁוּריבִ היָּ֧רִוּא בשֶׁיֵּ֨וַ ךָּחֶ֑לְּשַׁאֲ רחָ֣מָוּ םוֹיּ֖הַ־םגַּ הזֶ֛בָּ בשֵׁ֥ היָּ֗רִוּא־לאֶ דוִ֜דָּ רמֶא֨
ֹיּוַ דוִ֗דָ וֹל֣־ארָקְיִּוַ ֹל וֹת֖יבֵּ־לאֶוְ וינָ֔דֹאֲ ידֵ֣בְעַ־םעִ וֹ֙בכָּשְׁמִבְּ בכַּ֤שְׁלִ ברֶעֶ֗בָ אצֵ֣יֵּוַ וּהרֵ֑כְּשַׁיְ וַֽ תְּשְׁיֵּ֖וַ וינָ֛פָלְ לכַא֧  ׃דרָֽיָ א֥
 ינֵ֤פְּ ל֙וּמ־לאֶ היָּ֗רִוּא־תאֶ וּב֣הָ רמֹ֑אלֵ רפֶסֵּ֖בַּ בתֹּ֥כְיִּוַ ׃היָּֽרִוּא דיַ֥בְּ חלַ֖שְׁיִּוַ באָ֑וֹי־לאֶ רפֶסֵ֖ דוִ֛דָּ בתֹּ֥כְיִּוַ רקֶבֹּ֔בַ יהִ֣יְוַ
 ׃תמֵֽוָ הכָּ֥נִוְ וירָ֖חֲאַמֵ םתֶּ֥בְשַׁוְ הקָ֔זָחֲהַ ה֙מָחָלְמִּהַ
 ר֙יעִהָ ישֵׁ֤נְאַ וּא֜צְיֵּ֨וַ  ׃םשָֽׁ ליִחַ֖־ישֵׁנְאַ יכִּ֥ עדַ֔יָ רשֶׁ֣אֲ ם֙וֹקמָּהַ־לאֶ היָּ֔רִוּא֣־תאֶ ן֙תֵּיִּוַ ריעִ֑הָ־לאֶ באָ֖וֹי רוֹמ֥שְׁבִּ יהִ֕יְוַ
  ׃יתִּֽחִהַ היָּ֥רִוּא םגַּ֖ תמׇיָּ֕וַ דוִ֑דָ ידֵ֣בְעַמֵ םעָ֖הָ־ןמִ לפֹּ֥יִּוַ באָ֔וֹי־תאֶ וּמ֣חֲלָּיִּוַ
 
 המָ֖חָלְמִּהַ ירֵ֥בְדִּ־לכׇּ תאֵ֛ h֗תְוֹלּכַכְּ רמֹ֑אלֵ Zאָ֖לְמַּהַ־תאֶ וצַ֥יְוַ  ׃המָֽחָלְמִּהַ ירֵ֖בְדִּ־לכׇּ־תאֶ דוִ֔דָלְ דגֵּ֣יַּוַ באָ֑וֹי חלַ֖שְׁיִּוַ
 תאֵ֥ םתֶּ֔עְדַיְ אוֹל֣הֲ םחֵ֑לָּהִלְ ריעִ֖הָ־לאֶ םתֶּ֥שְׁגַּנִ עַוּדּ֛מַ h֔לְ רמַ֣אָוְ Zלֶמֶּ֔הַ תמַ֣חֲ ה֙לֶעֲתַּ־םאִֽ היָ֗הְָ  ׃Zלֶמֶּֽהַ־לאֶ רבֵּ֥דַלְ
 ה֙מָוֹחהַ לעַ֤מֵ בכֶרֶ֜ חלַפֶּ֨ ו֩ילָעָ הכָילִ֣שְׁהִ השָּׁ֡אִ־אוֹלֽהֲ תשֶׁבֶּ֗רֻיְ־ןבֶּ Zלֶמֶ֣יבִאֲ־תאֶ הכָּ֞הִ־ימִֽ ׃המָֽוֹחהַ לעַ֥מֵ וּר֖יֹ־רשֶׁאֲ
 תאֵ֛ דוִ֔דָלְ דגֵּ֣יַּוַ אֹ֙ביָּוַ Zאָ֑לְמַּהַ Zלֶיֵּ֖וַ  ׃תמֵֽ יתִּ֖חִהַ היָּ֥רִוּא h֛דְּבְעַ םגַּ֗ תָּ֔רְמַאָ֣וְ המָ֑וֹחהַ־לאֶ םתֶּ֖שְׁגַּנִ המָּלָ֥ ץבֵ֔תֵבְּ תמׇיָּ֣וַ
  ׃באָֽוֹי וֹח֖לָשְׁ רשֶׁ֥אֲ־לכׇּ
 
ֹיּוַ  וּאר֨יֹּוַ ׃רעַשָּֽׁהַ חתַפֶּ֥־דעַ םהֶ֖ילֵעֲ היֶ֥הְנִּוַ הדֶ֑שָּׂהַ וּנילֵ֖אֵ וּא֥צְיֵּוַ םישִׁ֔נָאֲהָ וּ֙נילֵ֨עָ וּר֤בְגָ־יכִּֽ דוִ֔דָּ־לאֶ Z֙אָלְמַּהַ רמֶא֤
ֹיּוַ ׃תמֵֽ יתִּ֖חִהַ היָּ֥רִוּא h֛דְּבְעַ םגַ֗וְ Zלֶמֶּ֑הַ ידֵ֣בְעַמֵ וּתוּמ֖יָּוַ המָ֔וֹחהַ לעַ֣מֵ h֙ידֶ֙בָעֲ־לאֶ םיאִ֤רוֹמּהַ  דוִ֜דָּ רמֶא֨
 h֧תְּמְחַלְמִ קזֵ֨חֲהַ ברֶחָ֑הֶ לכַ֣אֹתּ הזֶ֖כָוְ הזֹ֥כָ־יכִּֽ הזֶּ֔הַ רבָ֣דָּהַ־תאֶ h֙ינֶ֙יעֵבְּ ערַ֤יֵ־לאַ ב֙אָוֹי־לאֶ רמַ֤אֹת־הכֹּֽ Zאָ֗לְמַּהַ־לאֶ
 לבֶאֵ֗הָ רבֹ֣עֲיַּוַ  ׃הּלָֽעְבַּ־לעַ דפֹּ֖סְתִּוַ הּשָׁ֑יאִ היָּ֣רִוּא תמֵ֖־יכִּ היָּ֔רִוּא תשֶׁאֵ֣ ע֙מַשְׁתִּוַ ׃וּהקֵֽזְּחַוְ הּסָ֖רְהׇוְ ריעִ֛הָ־לאֶ
 ׃הוָֽהֹיְ ינֵ֥יעֵבְּ דוִ֖דָ השָׂ֥עָ־רשֶׁאֲ רבָ֛דָּהַ ערַ יֵּ֧וַ ןבֵּ֑ וֹל֖ דלֶתֵּ֥וַ השָּׁ֔אִלְ וֹל֣־יהִתְּוַ וֹ֙תיבֵּ־לאֶ הּפָ֤סְאַיַּוַ דוִ֜דָּ חלַ֨שְׁיִּוַ
 
 ב״י

 

ֹביָּוַ דוִ֑דָּ־לאֶ ןתָ֖נָ־תאֶ הוָ֛הֹיְ חלַ֧שְׁיִּוַ ֹיּוַ וילָ֗אֵ א֣  ׃שׁארָֽ דחָ֥אֶוְ רישִׁ֖עָ דחָ֥אֶ תחָ֔אֶ ריעִ֣בְּ וּ֙יהָ םישִׁ֗נָאֲ ינֵ֣שְׁ וֹ֙ל רמֶא֤
ֹצ היָ֛הָ רישִׁ֗עָלְ  וֹמּ֛עִ לדַּ֥גְתִּוַ הָיֶּ֕חַיְוַ הנָ֔קָ רשֶׁ֣אֲ ה֙נָּטַקְ תחַ֤אַ השָׂ֨בְכִּ־םאִ י֩כִּ לכֹּ֗־ןיאֵֽ שׁרָ֣לָוְ  ׃דאֹֽמְ הבֵּ֥רְהַ רקָ֖בָוּ ןא֥
 למֹ֗חְיַּוַ ר֒ישִׁעָהֶ שׁיאִ֣לְ Z֮לֶהֵ֘ אֹביָּ֣וַ  ׃תבַֽכְּ וֹל֖־יהִתְּוַ בכָּ֔שְׁתִ וֹק֣יחֵבְוּ ה֙תֶּשְׁתִ וֹס֤כֹּמִוּ לכַ֜אֹת וֹתּ֨פִּמִ ודָּ֑חְיַ וינָ֖בָּ־םעִוְ
   ׃וילָֽאֵ אבָּ֥הַ שׁיאִ֖לָ הָשֶׂ֔עֲיַּ וַֽ שׁארָ֔הָ שׁיאִ֣הָ ת֙שַׂבְכִּ־תאֶ חקַּ֗יִּוַ וֹל֑־אבָּהַ חַרֵ֖אֹלָ תוֹשׂ֕עֲלַ וֹר֔קָבְּמִוּ וֹ֙נאֹצּמִ תחַקַ֤לָ
 
ֹיּוַ דאֹ֑מְ שׁיאִ֖בָּ דוִ֛דָּ ףאַ֥־רחַיִּוַ ֹז השֶׂ֥עֹהָ שׁיאִ֖הָ תוֶמָ֔־ןבֶ יכִּ֣ הוָ֕הֹיְ־יחַ ןתָ֔נָ־לאֶ ר֙מֶא֙  םלֵּ֣שַׁיְ השָׂ֖בְכִּהַ־תאְֶ  ׃תאֽ
  ׃למָֽחָ־אֹל רשֶׁ֥אֲ לעַ֖וְ הזֶּ֔הַ רבָ֣דָּהַ־תאֶ ה֙שָׂעָ רשֶׁ֤אֲ בקֶעֵ֗ םיִתָּ֑עְבַּרְאַ
 
ֹיּוַ  שׁיאִ֑הָ התָּ֣אַ דוִ֖דָּ־לאֶ ןתָ֛נָ רמֶא֧
 h֜לְ הנָ֨תְּאֶוָ  ׃לוּאֽשָׁ דיַּ֥מִ hיתִּ֖לְצַּהִ יכִ֥נֹאָוְ לאֵ֔רָשְׂיִ־לעַ Z֙לֶמֶ֙לְ hֽיתִּ֤חְשַׁמְ יכִ֞נֹאָ לאֵ֗רָשְׂיִ יהֵ֣{אֱ הוָ֜הֹיְ רמַ֨אָ־הכֹּ
 הנָּהֵ֥כָּ h֖לְּ הפָסִ֥אֹוְ טעָ֔מְ־םאִ֨וְ הדָ֑וּהיוִ לאֵ֖רָשְׂיִ תיבֵּ֥־תאֶ h֔לְ הנָ֣תְּאֶוָ hקֶ֔יחֵבְּ h֙ינֶ֙דֹאֲ ישֵׁ֤נְ־תאֶוְ hינֶ֗דֹאֲ תיבֵּ֣־תאֶ
 וֹתּ֔שְׁאִ־תאֶ֨וְ ברֶחֶ֔בַ תָיכִּ֣הִ י֙תִּחִהַ היָּ֤רִוּא תאֵ֣ ]י֒נַיעֵבְּ[ )וניעב( ע֮רַהָ תוֹשׂ֣עֲלַ הוָ֗הֹיְ רבַ֣דְּ־תאֶ ׀ תָיזִ֣בָּ עַוּדּ֜מַ ׃הנָּהֵֽכָוְ
 חקַּ֗תִּוַ ינִתָ֔זִבְ יכִּ֣ בקֶעֵ֚ םלָ֑וֹע־דעַ h֖תְיבֵּמִ ברֶחֶ֛ רוּס֥תָ־אֹל התָּ֗עַוְ  ׃ןוֹמּֽעַ ינֵ֥בְּ ברֶחֶ֖בְּ תָּגְרַ֔הָ וֹת֣אֹוְ השָּׁ֑אִלְ h֖לְּ תָּחְקַ֥לָ
 h֙ישֶׁ֙נָ־תאֶ יתִּ֤חְקַלָוְ hתֶ֔יבֵּמִ ה֙עָרָ hילֶ֤עָ םיקִ֨מֵ י֩נִנְהִ הוָ֗הֹיְ רמַ֣אָ ׀ הכֹּ֣ ׃השָּֽׁאִלְ h֖לְ תוֹי֥הְלִ יתִּ֔חִהַ היָּ֣רִוּא ת֙שֶׁאֵ֙־תאֶ
ֹזּהַ שׁמֶשֶּׁ֥הַ ינֵ֖יעֵלְ hישֶׁ֔נָ־םעִ ב֙כַשָׁוְ hיעֶ֑רֵלְ יתִּ֖תַנָוְ hינֶ֔יעֵלְ  רבָ֣דָּהַ־תאֶ ה֙שֶׂעֱאֶֽ ינִ֗אֲוַ רתֶסָּ֑בַ תָישִׂ֣עָ התָּ֖אַ יכִּ֥  ׃תאֽ
 ׃שׁמֶשָּֽׁהַ דגֶ נֶ֥וְ לאֵ֖רָשְׂיִ־לכׇּ דגֶ נֶ֥ הזֶּ֔הַ
  
ֹיּוַ  הוָ֑הֹילַ יתִאטָ֖חָ ןתָ֔נָ־לאֶ ד֙וִדָּ רמֶא֤
ֹיּוַ ֹל h֖תְאטָּחַ ריבִ֥עֱהֶ הוָ֛הֹיְ־םגַּ דוִ֗דָּ־לאֶ ןתָ֜נָ רמֶא֨   ׃תוּמֽתָ א֥
 הוָ֗הֹיְ ףגֹּ֣יִּוַ וֹת֑יבֵּ־לאֶ ןתָ֖נָ Zלֶיֵּ֥וַ  ׃תוּמֽיָ תוֹמ֥ h֖לְ דוֹלּ֥יִּהַ ןבֵּ֛הַ םגַּ֗ הזֶּ֑הַ רבָ֖דָּבַּ הוָ֔הֹיְ יבֵ֣יְאֹ־תאֶ תָּ֙צְאַ֙נִ ץאֵ֤נִ־יכִּֽ ספֶאֶ֗
 ׃שׁנַֽאָיֵּוַ דוִ֖דָלְ היָּ֛רִוּא־תשֶׁאֵ הדָ֧לְיָ רשֶׁ֨אֲ דלֶיֶּ֜הַ־תאֶ

 
II Samuel Chapter 11 

1 It happened in the spring of the year, at the time when kings go out to battle, that 
David sent Joab and his servants with him, and all Israel; and they destroyed the 
people of Ammon and besieged Rabbah. But David remained at Jerusalem. 
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 Why did David remain in Jerusalem? 

Answer 1 __________________________________________ 

Answer 2 __________________________________________ 
2 Then it happened one evening that David arose from his bed and walked on the 
roof of the king’s house. And from the roof he saw a woman bathing, and the 
woman was very beautiful to behold. 3 So David sent and inquired about the 
woman. And someone said, “Is this not Bathsheba, the daughter of Eliam, the wife 
of Uriah the Hittite?” 4 Then David sent messengers to get her. She came to him, 
and he slept with her. (Now she was purifying herself from her monthly impurity.) 
Then she went back home. 5 And the woman conceived; so she sent and told David, 
and said, “I am with child.” 

 Why did King David sleep with Bathsheba? 

Answer 1 __________________________________________ 

Answer 2 __________________________________________ 

Bonus  Why did Bathsheba sleep with King David? 

Answer 1 __________________________________________ 

Answer 2 __________________________________________ 

Answer 3 __________________________________________ 

 Why is it important to know that she was purifying herself from 
her monthly impurity? 

Answer 1 __________________________________________ 

Answer 2 __________________________________________ 

Extra Bonus  Why did Bathsheba send word to King David that she 
was with child? 

Answer 1 __________________________________________ 

Answer 2 __________________________________________ 

Answer 3 __________________________________________ 
6 Then David sent to Joab, saying, “Send me Uriah the Hittite.” And Joab sent Uriah 
to David. 7 When Uriah had come to him, David asked how Joab was doing, and 
how the people were doing, and how the war prospered. 8 And David said to Uriah, 
“Go down to your house and wash your feet.” So Uriah departed from the king’s 
house, and a gift of food from the king followed him. 9 But Uriah slept at the door of 
the king’s house with all the servants of his lord, and did not go down to his house. 
10 So when they told David, saying, “Uriah did not go down to his house,” David said 
to Uriah, “Did you not come from a journey? Why did you not go down to your 
house?” 

 Why did King David encourage Uriah to go back to his home? 
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Extra Bonus  How do we know that King David knew his action 

with Bathsheba was reprehensible? 
11 And Uriah said to David, “The ark and Israel and Judah are dwelling in tents, and 
my lord Joab and the servants of my lord are encamped in the open fields. Shall I 
then go to my house to eat and drink, and to lie with my wife? As you live, and as 
your soul lives, I will not do this thing.” 

12 Then David said to Uriah, “Wait here today also, and tomorrow I will let you 
depart.” So Uriah remained in Jerusalem that day and the next. 13 Now when David 
called him, he ate and drank before him; and he made him drunk. And at evening 
he went out to lie on his bed with the servants of his lord, but he did not go down 
to his house. 

Bonus  Why did King David make Uriah drunk?  

Bonus  Why did Uriah drink with King David when he had said 

before, “Shall I then go to my house to eat and drink…”? 
14 In the morning it happened that David wrote a letter to Joab and sent it by the 
hand of Uriah. 15 And he wrote in the letter, saying, “Set Uriah in the forefront of 
the hottest battle, and retreat from him, that he may be struck down and die.” 16 So 
it was, while Joab besieged the city, that he assigned Uriah to a place where he 
knew there were valiant men. 17 Then the men of the city came out and fought with 
Joab. And some of the people of the servants of David fell; and Uriah the Hittite 
died also. 

Bonus  Why did King David send the letter to Joab by the hand of 

Uriah? 

Answer 1 __________________________________________ 

Answer 2 __________________________________________ 

Answer 3 __________________________________________ 
18 Then Joab sent and told David all the things concerning the war, 19 and charged 
the messenger, saying, “When you have finished telling the matters of the war to 
the king,20 if it happens that the king’s wrath rises, and he says to you: ‘Why did 
you approach so near to the city when you fought? Did you not know that they 
would shoot from the wall? 21 Who struck Abimelech the son of Jerubbesheth? Was 
it not a woman who cast a piece of a millstone on him from the wall, so that he 
died in Thebez? Why did you go near the wall?’—then you shall say, ‘Your servant 
Uriah the Hittite is dead also.’” 

22 So the messenger went and came and told David all that Joab had sent by him. 23 

And the messenger said to David, “Surely the men prevailed against us and came 
out to us in the field; then we drove them back as far as the entrance of the gate. 
24 The archers shot from the wall at your servants; and some of the king’s servants 
are dead, and your servant Uriah the Hittite is dead also.” 
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25 Then David said to the messenger, “Thus you shall say to Joab: ‘Do not let this 
thing displease you, for the sword devours one as well as another. Strengthen your 
attack against the city and overthrow it.’ So encourage him.” 

26 When the wife of Uriah heard that Uriah her husband was dead, she mourned for 
her husband. 27 And when her mourning was over, David sent and brought her to 
his house, and she became his wife and bore him a son. But the thing that David 
had done displeased the Lord. 

 Why did Bathsheba mourn for her husband? 

Answer 1 __________________________________________ 

Answer 2 __________________________________________ 

Bonus  Why did Bathsheba become King David’s wife? 

Answer 1 __________________________________________ 

Answer 2 __________________________________________ 

Answer 3 __________________________________________ 

 

II Samuel Chapter 12 

1 Then the Lord sent Nathan to David. And he came to him and said to him: “There 
were two men in one city, one rich and the other poor. 2 The rich man had 
exceedingly many flocks and herds. 3 But the poor man had nothing, except one 
little ewe lamb which he had bought and nourished; and it grew up together with 
him and with his children. It ate of his own food and drank from his own cup and 
lay in his bosom; and it was like a daughter to him. 4 And a traveler came to the 
rich man, who refused to take from his own flock and from his own herd to prepare 
one for the wayfaring man who had come to him; but he took the poor man’s lamb 
and prepared it for the man who had come to him.” 

 In what role was Nathan approaching King David here?   

Bonus  Why did Nathan the Prophet tell King David a story about 

the poor man and his little ewe lamb as opposed to confronting him 

directly? 

Answer 1 __________________________________________ 

Answer 2 __________________________________________ 

Answer 3 __________________________________________ 
5 So David’s anger was greatly aroused against the man, and he said to Nathan, “As 
the Lord lives, the man who has done this shall surely die! 6 And he shall restore 
fourfold for the lamb, because he did this thing and because he had no pity.” 

Bonus  King David reacts to the story in a twofold way: 1) “As the 
Lord lives, the man who has done this shall surely die! 2) And he 
shall restore fourfold for the lamb, because he did this thing and 
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because he had no pity.” Please explain King David’s twofold 
reaction. 

7 Then Nathan said to David, “You are the man!  
 

Thus says the Lord God of Israel: ‘I anointed you king over Israel, and I delivered 
you from the hand of Saul. 8 I gave you your master’s house and your master’s 
wives into your keeping and gave you the house of Israel and Judah. And if that 
had been too little, I also would have given you much more! 9 Why have you 
despised the commandment of the Lord, to do evil in His sight? You have killed 
Uriah the Hittite with the sword; you have taken his wife to be your wife and have 
killed him with the sword of the people of Ammon.  

Bonus  What does the reference to “…and have killed him with the 
sword of the people of Ammon” come to add? 

10 Now therefore, the sword shall never depart from your house, because you have 
despised Me, and have taken the wife of Uriah the Hittite to be your wife.’ 11 Thus 
says the Lord: ‘Behold, I will raise up adversity against you from your own house; 
and I will take your wives before your eyes and give them to your neighbor, and he 
shall lie with your wives in the sight of this sun. 12 For you did it secretly, but I will 
do this thing before all Israel, before the sun.’” 

 How would King David be punished, according to Nathan, the 
prophet? 

Answer 1 __________________________________________ 

Answer 2 __________________________________________ 

Answer 3 __________________________________________ 
13 So David said to Nathan, “I have sinned against the Lord.” 

And Nathan said to David, “The Lord also has taken away your sin; you shall not 
die.  

Bonus  How do we know that David’s confession is sincere? 

14 However, because by this deed you have given great occasion to the enemies of 
the Lord to blaspheme, the child also who is born to you shall surely die.” 15 Then 
Nathan departed to his house. 

And the Lord struck the child that Uriah’s wife bore to David, and it became ill. 

Bonus  How did David “give great occasion to the enemies of the 
Lord to blaspheme”? 

Extra Bonus  If Nathan, the prophet listed David’s punishments 
above (verses 10-12), why does he get an extra punishment after his 
admission? Extra Bonus  Why was David punished (specifically) 
with his son’s death? 
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Answer 1 __________________________________________ 

Answer 2 __________________________________________ 

Answer 3 __________________________________________ 

 

Wrapping Up: Cast of Characters - Who is who in the story? (Part 2) 

• David, king of Israel – the main hero of our story. He messes up big time but 

accepts responsibility and the consequences of his actions. 

• Bathsheba, the daughter of Eliam, the wife of Uriah the Hittite – in a different 

story she could have acted differently, but in our story, things happen to her. 

• Uriah, the Hittite – the victim. He is in the wrong place at the wrong 

moment. 

• Joab, the son of Zeruiah, the commander-in-chief of the army – he follows 

orders without questioning them.  

• Nathan, the prophet – the admonisher. He does what is expected from him. 

• The (different) messengers – they carried messages and never knew there 

was a problem. 
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Appendix # 1 

 

Did Batsheba Sin?  

 

Whether Bathsheba sinned is the subject of intense theological debate. While the 
Bible strictly condemns King David for adultery and murder, it never explicitly 
states that Bathsheba committed a sin or initiated the act. Perspectives on her 
involvement generally fall into three categories:  
 

• She was a victim of abuse of power: Many scholars argue Bathsheba was 
a victim of "power rape". As a female subject in ancient Israel, she had no 
authority to refuse a summons from the King, making the encounter a forced 
power imbalance rather than consensual adultery.  
 

• She was a consenting participant: Others interpret the text as consensual 
adultery, pointing out that the Bible does not record her actively resisting. 
Some early Christian commentators even viewed her bathing as a deliberate 
seduction, though this is heavily contested by modern theologians.  
 

Did Bathsheba Sin? (Jewish Perspective) 

 

From a traditional Jewish perspective, Bathsheba did not commit a sin. Rather, 
rabbinic tradition views her as a victim of circumstance and an ultimately righteous 
woman.  
 
Traditional and scholarly interpretations of the biblical narrative clarify this 
perspective: 
 

• Victim of Power Dynamics: The Talmud (Sanhedrin 107a) frames 
Bathsheba's involvement with King David as non-consensual. As a subject 
summoned by an absolute monarch, while her husband was away at war, she 
yielded to his advances out of fear for her own life and her husband's safety. 
 

• The "Stolen Lamb" Metaphor: When the prophet Nathan confronts King 
David about his actions, he uses a parable of a rich man who steals a poor 
man's only sheep. In Jewish exegesis, this portrays David as the sole 
wrongdoer who took what was not his, while Bathsheba is viewed as the 
innocent victim.  
 

• Technicalities of Adultery: While David's conduct was considered deeply 
unethical, some Talmudic opinions (e.g., Shabbat 56a) note that, legally, 
Jewish soldiers historically provided their wives with conditional divorces 
before going to war to protect against their wives becoming permanently 
bound (Agunot). Even so, Bathsheba herself is not held culpable.  
 

• Torah Observance: The narrative depicts Bathsheba as a strictly Torah-
observant woman. She was bathing to complete the required mikveh (ritual 
purification) after her menstrual cycle, a detail that further underscores her 
piety.  
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Appendix # 2 

 
The Jews Are Coming 

 
The Jews Are Coming (Hebrew: HaYehudim Ba'im / םיאב םידוהיה ) is a highly acclaimed and 
controversial Israeli sketch comedy television series that satirizes Jewish history. The show 
first aired in November 2014 and concluded its run in August 2024.  
 
Content and Style 
The series uses sharp parody, dark comedy, and sarcasm to dissect major historical, 
religious, and political narratives. Sketches span a massive timeline, covering:  

• Biblical accounts and stories from the Tanakh. 
• The history of the Jewish Diaspora. 
• The early Zionist movement and British Mandate eras. 
• Modern Israeli culture, political milestones, and societal friction.  

 
Rather than focusing on fast-moving daily political gossip like traditional satirical shows, it 
deconstructs foundational cultural myths and historical events to comment on contemporary 
social issues 
 

King David and the poor man's sheep - HaYehudim Ba'im 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=e3erFXq6n68 

 
Reception and Controversy 
The show is widely praised for its clever writing and educational value, and some secular 
schools in Israel even use clips to engage students in history lessons. However, it has faced 
major backlash. Orthodox and Ultra-Orthodox groups, alongside various conservative public 
figures, have heavily criticized the show, calling its depictions of biblical figures 
blasphemous and offensive to the Jewish faith 
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Appendix # 3 

Hallelujah, by Leonard Cohen song 
(With appreciation to Cheryl Meyer for the connection) 

 

 
”Hallelujah" is a masterpiece song written and composed by Canadian singer-songwriter 
Leonard Cohen. It was originally released on his album Various Positions in December 1984. 
The track is widely recognized as one of the most covered and culturally significant anthems 
in modern music history. 
 
I've heard there was a secret chord 
That David played and it pleased the Lord 
But you don't really care for music, do ya? 
It goes like this, the fourth, the fifth 
The minor fall, the major lift 
The baffled king composing Hallelujah 
 
Hallelujah 
Hallelujah 
Hallelujah 
Hallelujah 
 
Your faith was strong, but you needed proof 
You saw her bathing on the roof 
Her beauty and the moonlight overthrew her 
She tied you to a kitchen chair 
She broke your throne and cut your hair 
And from your lips, she drew the Hallelujah 
 
Hallelujah 
Hallelujah 
Hallelujah 
Hallelujah 
 
I did my best, it wasn't much 
I couldn't feel, so I tried to touch 
I've told the truth, I didn't come to fool ya 
And even though it all went wrong 
I'll stand before the Lord of Song 
With nothing on my tongue but Hallelujah 
 
Hallelujah 
Hallelujah 
Hallelujah 
Hallelujah 
 

 Which layer of interpretation is Leonard Cohen adding to our story?  
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Appendix # 4 

 
David and Batsheba through Art or “Art as Interpretation” 

 How are David and Bathsheva depicted in the artistic renditions below? 
 

 
David and Batsheba, by Jan Massijs or Jan Matsys (c.1510 – 8 October 1575) 
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Bathsheba is a painting of 1636–1637 by the Baroque painter Artemisia Gentileschi, with 
contributions by Viviano Codazzi (who painted the architecture at the top left of the 

painting) and Domenico Gargiulo (who painted the landscape).  
 

 
Rembrandt Harmenszoon van Rijn (1606-1669), Bathsheba with King David’s Letter (1654) 

Musée du Louvre, Paris. 
 

 
David and Bathsheba, by Georg Pencz (German, Wroclaw ca. 1500–1550 Leipzig) 
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Bathsheba at the Fountain is a painting by Peter Paul Rubens completed around 1635 

 

 
Bathsheba, by Jean Leon Gerome (1889). 
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Bathsheba at Her Bath, Sebastiano Ricci (1720). Museum of Fine Arts, Budapest. 

 
 

 
Bathsheba, Sebastiano Ricci, 1725, Gemäldegalerie, Berlin 


