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After a 93-year-old man in Italy got better in the hospital, he was told to
pay for the ventilator for one day, and the old man cried. The doctor
advised him not to cry over the bill. What the old man said made all the
doctors cry.

The old man said: I don't cry because of the money I have to pay. I can
pay the money. I cry because I have been breathing God's air for 93
years, but I never paid for it. It takes €500 to use a ventilator in a
hospital for one day. Do you know how much I owe God? I didn't thank
God for that before.

The truth of the news can't be verified, but the old man's words are worth
our reflection.

For the sin that we have sinned before you by taking for granted...

e the air we breathe, availability of hospital beds,

e burying our loved ones, attending B'nai Mitzvahs, Broadway shows,

e carpools, commuting, camp, normal checkups,

e dating, davening with a minyan, driving our children to sports,
dressing up for a party,

e employment, education, events,

e funerals without restrictions, family and friends at home, first
responders,

e gatherings, grandparents’ visits

e hugging and kissing our loved ones, housekeepers, human touch

e indoor dining, immune systems, Israel direct flights

e traffic jams, Justice Guinzburg,

e kissing the Torah, Kiddush in the shul, kippot as souvenirs instead
of masks,

e large groups gatherings, learning in person, laughing together,
looking at people in the eyes and not through Zoom eyes

e movie theatres, meals with family and friends,

e no mask, no social distance, the noise of airplanes in the sky, not
understanding how painful loneliness is,

e open stores,

e praying with a minyan, Pesach with family, physicians seeing
patients in person, parties

e quarantine being a foreign word

e riding on the bus and subway

e shaking hands, swimming in a pool, Shabbat with friends,
Sisterhood meetings, steady income, sleepovers, spa day, shivah
visits in person,

e traveling without restrictions, tea showers, toilet paper

e university and college in-person classes, using a public restroom,
using someone else’s phone



visiting our parents and our children, visiting our loved ones in the
hospital, ventilators available, vaccines ready

attending weddings, working out at a gym, going to work every
day, wearing suits and ties,

xenophobia condemned bay all in our society, XOXO

Yom Kippur in person

Zoomless meetings



